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CHAPTER XXm. 
Grateful Pride^ 

When Anna was firft introduced it 
Dennis Place, Lady Edwin received her 
as a pretty country girl, who, merely 
from a dearth of more eligible conapa- 
iiions, had been favoured with the notice 
of Mrs, Herbert j and her daughter Mifc 
Edwin not being ufed to exaggerate the 
charms or merit of her female acquain- 
tance, had mentioned her in that light to 
her mamma j adding, Ilie was very good 
natured, and fo great a favourite with 
Patty, it would be cruel to feparatc them. 
VOL. lu A A hint 



^ A N N A^ . 

A hint was always fufficient to induce 
Lady Edwin to adopt any mode confitteni; 
with her own ideas of propriety, that 
would ^contribike to the happincfs of 
another, particularly when that other was 
the niece and great favourite of her huC- 
Jjand ; flie therefore confented to the invi- 
tation' — and however obfcure Anna was in 
other relpefts, when fhe became a gueft 
at Dennis Place, fhe owners confidered 
her as entitled to every J^ind of refpeft 
and politenefs. But JLady Cecilia not 
being intereftcd about her either by curi- 
^fity, benevolence or pride, fome days 
had elapfed before Ihe was familiar even 
with the features of her face. 

That intelligent index to a perfed ibul 
was not formed long to be overlooked, 
the fweetnefs and delicacy of her animated 
countenance at length <:alled forth the ad- 
miration of Lady Cexrilia, and rendered 
the thoufand graces of her perfon and 
converfation the more pleafmg from their 

having been fo Jong ^nobfervci Her 
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beautiful figure now ftruck her Ladyfhip as 
cmbellifhed with uncommon mental pcr- 
fcftions ; ihe was aftoriilhed to find, the* 
young and wholly ignorant of the world, her 
education and accomplilhmentSi added to 
a fine underftanding and elegant nian^ 
ners, were equal to any thing fhe had ever 
niet in the firft circles i they were indeed 
fuch as claimed, and were honoured with 
every flattering mark of diftinftion, and 
in a fhort time Ihe became the favourite ' 
companion of Lady Edwin^ 

Anna, ever obliging and grateful, flu- 
died the- wifhcs of a lady who had not won 
lefs on her refpeft than afEsftion, and per- 
ceiving as the ftifFTrevanion hauteur wore 
off, the many great and good qualities 
that adorned the elevated rank of Lady 
Edwin, delighted in her fociety. She 
was laughed at by Mifs Edwin for her 
ftiipid tafte:. but that young lady had 
a great deal more of her love than cfteem, 
yenturing to think herfelf right, when 
perhaps Mifs Edwin conceived her 
-wrongs (he was not to be laughed 

* A 2 out 



4 ANNA. 

out of a conduft that produced pleadire 
and improvement. 

In one of the freqiierrt airings, when 
Anna was honored with a feat in Lady 
Edwin'^ cabriole, her noble conduftrels 
pointed out to her the beautf of the 
ihrubs and flowers that grew in pnofu- 
fion on the wild mountain tops ; adding, 
Ihe would give the world to have the 
coat and train of a birxh-day foit worked 
from them. 

Embroidering was the forte of our he- 
roine : Mrs, Manfel was one of the fineft 
work-women in England, and being fond 
of the occupation had rendered her pupil 
equal to herfelf. Eager to cultivate the 
farther good will of Lady Cecilia, Anna 
inftantly offered to finifh one, by the 
Queen's birth-day, when Mifs Edwin was 
to be prefented. 

Lady Edwin fmiled at her eagemefs 
to undertake a talk which fhe did not be- 
lieve could be accompliftied, tiH Ihe be- 
held the pencil of her young companion 

tracing 
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tracing from life, in a very mafteily man- 
ner, the /hrubs fhc admired. 

A piece of rich white fatin was direft- 
\y written for, and from a temple, on the 
top of an adjacent hill, which ferved as a 
point of view from Dennis Place, the pat- 
tern was drawn and coloured with fuch tafte, 
that the fair artift began to be fpoken of 
as a prodigy at Dennis Place, while fhe 
was toafte4 by all the male vifitors round 
the country, as the lovelieft creature in it. 

A month, the period allowed for this 
vifit, had pafled rapidly j another was 
preflingly requcfted, but the fame letter 
that brought confcnt, gave Anna the fin-^. 
cerett grief, Mrs. Manfcl had been feized 
with a fudden giddincfs in her head, which 
occafioned her falling down a ftone flight 
pf Iteps, and her indilpofition increafing 
with the lamenefs got by the fall, flie had 
left liandore Caftle. 

Dennis Place, its grandeur, its ele- 
gance, its beauty ; the flattering diftinftioa 
of Lady Edwin:, the good humoured free- 
cjona of Sir William, nor the fociety of her 

A 3 young 
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young friends, had now the leaft attraftion 
for Anna ; it was in vain they attempted 
to detain her! Mrs. Manfcl, her dear 
maternal friend ! her more than mother F 
was ill, and Lady Edwin was prevailed 
upon with great reluftance ta fend her 
home, although her efteem was increafed by 
the motive by which fhc was aftuated. 

Anna found Mrs. Manfel much worfc 
than from Mrs. Herben*is reprcfentation 
fhe cxpcfted, and the good, the worthy 
reftor, almoft broken hearted s butherpre- 
fence diffufed joy in the bofonw of both 
her friends ; Mrs. Manfel wept at fo lively 
an inftance of her afFeftion, and faid fhc 
fhould now want no other doftor ; and her 
hufbandi whofe hapjpinefr all centered in his 
wife, was in tran(potts at the happy efFeft 
the fight of Anna produced. Slow and 
uncertain was that good woman's reco- 
very ; her leg, fwelled and inflamed, con- 
fined her at home j and her other com- 
plaints feldom permitted an intercourfe 
with her friendly neighbours. 

This 
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This little abfencc, tho' it had opened 
a new world to Anna, by introducing 
her- to fcenes of fplendour as fnperior to 
any thing fhe had feen at Melmoth 
Lodge> as Melmoth Ixxige was to the 
Parfonage, had the effefit only of endear- 
ing to her thofe friends it had parted her 
from, and that peace fhe had left. 

She was now arrived at an age, when 
the advantage of Mr. Melmoth's goodnefs 
to her became conlpicuous in the fenfe and 
judgment, far beyond her years, which 
was exhibited in all her aftions i the lefTons 
fhe had received from him were thofe of. 
purity and honour; fhe was early taught 
to hold vice, whatever fhape it might 
affume, in the moft perfect abhorrence, 
Thofe precepts were induftrioufly incuU 
catcd by her governefs, and enforced by 
the natural goodnefs of her own heart. 
An entire flranger to deceit, (he did not 
fufpcft in others, what fhe had no idea 
of praftifing j fhe had a great fhare of 
pride, which often rendered the fenfe 
of her dependant fituation oa the charity 

A 4 of 
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of ftranger5> infupportable, and that pfHe 
firfl: pointed out the Bccefiity of em- 
ploying thofe talents to advantage which 
God had bleflcd her . with ; flie knew 
the magnificence of Lady Edwin's Ipirit, 
and flattered herfelf, if the work pleafed, 
which flic had brought honie, it would 
prevent her being entirely a burthen on the 
gcnerofity of her friends, whofe income, 
^ow in an expenlive illnefs, flie feared muft 
be litde chough for themfelvesj gladly 
then (he began a tafk on which fo much 
depended, and as Ihe chiefly fat by the 
bed or eaiy chair of her dear governcjfs, 
fhc had the conftant benefit of advice and 
inftruftion in arranging the foil> and 
Jhading the flowers. 

As foon as one breadth was finiflied, it 
was fent to Dennis Place; Lady Edwin 
was in raptures, and returned it with a 
purfe of twenty pounds, which fhe begged 
Anna would accept to pufchafe for her- 
felf, if that was pofliblCi what would be 
as pleafing to her as her work was to 
Lady Edwin* 

With 
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With equal joy aiid pride did Anna Car- 
tf this purfe to her invaluable friends ; it 
•Would enable her, Ihe told them, to look 
at th^m without confufion, if fhe might 
but hope fhe fhouH ever be able to Ihew 
them the gratkufde of her heart indepen- 
dent of her obligations; will, faid the 
grateful girl, (throwing herfelf on hex ' 
knees at their feet, the purfe in her offer* 
fng hands) WfU it be ever mf happy lot 
to adminifter to your comforts? wants, 
I truft, you wai have none, but, is it not 
pdTibk your Anna may yet live to blefi 
fcer dear governefs ? 

If the reader hafe ever fcafted on the fen- 
fibility of generoife minds, he will, perhaps 
have Ibme idea of the returns made by our 
Welfh parfon and his wHe, to the grateful 
overflowings of an uncorropted heart ; if 
lie has not, defcription will do nothing for 
him J Mrs. Manfel Oept not rill (he had 
fent for linen, a new riding habit, and 
other afticfcs of rural finery, for our he- 
roine (all this any body may undirftand) to 
the full an^ount of the twenty pounds. 

A I CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



Love m a Village. 

JdUT, anxious as Anna was to com- 
plete her tafk, and lame as Mrs. Manfel 
ftiil continued, they were not entirely ex- 
cluded from fociety'i Mrs. Herbert vi- 
fited them conftantly, and fbmctimcs 
ordered her cook to the parfonagc with 
game, or any other little delicacy fhe 
hoped the invalid might like, and dined 
with them to tempt her to eat. In one 
of thofe vifitations, as fhe called them, 
a young man accompanied her, who had 
often met with Mr. and Mrs. Manfel at 
Uandore, but having been in England 
fome time on bufinefs, never happened 
to have ittvi Anna. 

Mr. Wilkinfon had been employed in 
the Iron works, I have before mentioned, 

as 
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05 partly the property of Mr. Herbert, 
'who engaged him from London for the 
purpofe of overlooking and direfting the 
Works ; and he had fo recommended him- • 
fclf to the company by his knowledge, 
ingenuity, and induftry, that he was ad- 
mitted a partner, and allowed his Ihare of 
the profits, inftead of a falary, on condi- 
tion of his living on the Ipot, and taking 
on him the attentive -part of the bufinefs. 
JMrs. Herbert was very partial to Wil- 
kinfon ; (he was ftill more fo to Anna ; his 
prolpefts were great, her's were indiffe- 
rent ; but the amiable qualities of her mind, 
and the charms of her perfon were (he 
thought, equivalent, and Ihc had already 
made in her own ideas a match between this 
deferving pair. Without telling him any 
thing of her intention, he was invited to 
go to the parfonage to fee a curious piece 
of work, but the lovely artift was not 
named. What Ihc fbrefaw, came to pafs, 
as far as related to Wrlkinfon: he fell 
dcfperately in love : but if he was charm-* 
ed with Anna's perfon, what became 

A 6 of 
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of him vAien, drawn out by Mrs. Hcrbert> 
he heard her deliver^ with equal wifdom 
and propriety, the fentiments of reafon 
and rcftitude, graced with the moft en- 
chanting vivacity, and when (he was call- 
ed upon to play and fing ? Mrs. Herbert 
was one of the moft valuable of women ; 
Ihc was not only extremely amiable in her 
manners, but of a fincere and friendly 
difpofition ; it was not therefore poflible 
to refufe her requeft ; and the wilh to 
entertain in a manner moft pleafing to 
herfelf, fo kind a vifitor, rendered Anna's 
performance worthy the friends whofe 
partial commendations were always the 
height of her ambition. 
, Mr. Wilkinfon, whole education had 
been far inferior to the ftrong natifral parts 
he was bleffed with, felt his paQion for 
Anna, which increafed every moment, 
with a fear, that fo lovely, fo accomplifhed 
a creature was not dcftined for him, while 
the objefl: of his admiration lat wholly 
ujiconfcious of Mrs. Herbert's defign, or 
the power of her own charms, neither 
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1 

fufpcAing the one, or intereftcd in the cf- 
fc6l of the other. 

When Mrs. Herbert and Mr. WUkin- 
fon left the village, that lady fbon influced 
him, who was re^7 enamoured, to declarer 
die ftate of his mind, and in return inform- 
ed him of all ihe knew concerning Anita, 
videlicit, that (he was an orphan relation of 
the Manfels $ that her peribn and accom- 
plifhments were the whole of her fortune ; 
and that it would be, Ihe fuppoied, a defir'^ 
able thing with her friends, ' to marry her 
to an honeft man of good views; ^dding> 
fhe thought be was that man, and as far as 
fhe, who was partial to both, could judge, 
there was a very fair prolpeft of happincls 
in their union. 

The rcfult of this converfation was 
Wilkinfon's frequent vifits to theparfo- 
nage, and foon after a declaration of his 
fentiments to the reftor, who declined, 
according to a very foolilh cuftom of hisy 
returning any anfwer till he had confult- 
ed his wife; and Mn. Manicl, on her 
part, chofe to make Anna acquainted 

with 
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With her conqueft, and to hear her fenfi- 
ments before ihe eommunicated her 
own. 

The furprifc and confufion of our he- 
roine at this addrefs was purely the eflfeft 
of innate modefty ; untin^ared by the 
leaft atom of inclination for Wilkinfon, 
or any other perfon, flie had not cdnfi- 
dered herfclf as the objeft of his attention,, 
nor had obferved him with one jot more 
curiofity than (he would have done his- 
grandfather ; and fo far from a partiality 
towards him, or indeed, any of the fex, 
the idea of being particularly noticed, 
gave her difguft rather than pleafure ; and 
(he told her friends cooly, (he was too hap- 
py in their protcftion to wifh it changed. 

A negative fo truly feminine, to a pro- 
pofal of fuch advantage, pleafcd Mr. Man- 
fel ; he congratulated her on her conqueft,. 
ofamanwhofc charafter, as well as cir- 
cumftances, were without doubt unob- 
jcdlionable ; and faid he hoped he (hould 
have the happinefs of giving his dear child 

ta 
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to a worthy young man who would be fen- 
fible of fo great a blefling. 

This kind of language aftonifhed Anna» 
fiie had no idea, (b fimple and fo frank 
were her principles, that what flie really 
meant as a politive rejeAion, could be 
miliaken, apparently alarmed and hurt at- 
Mr. Manfel's mifconflrudion, ihe begge4 
not to be urged on the fubjed ;, for (he 
was fure it was impoflible ihe could 
ever feel the fcntiments for Mr. Wilkin- 
fon, Ihe knew Mrs. Manfel felt for bim, 
and buriting into tears, expreiled her 
fears, that this lady and her hufband 
were weary of her, — ^tenderly embracing 
her> they bid her not afHidt herfelf ; if, 
faid Mrs. Manfel, he were an emperor> I 
would not urge my Anna to any aft, not 
fanftifkd with her own foil choice. 

Her youth and inexperience were, to 
thofe worthy people, fufficient reafons 
for the averfenefs of Anna to the propofal 
of the young man j but as they were fure 
her affeftions were not engaged, they made 
him happy, by the hope, that time might 

crown 
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crown his wifhcs with fucccfs ; as thty 
knew her heart free from any other kn-' 
preffions, they advifed him to pay court 
to her eftcem, fometime before he preflfctf 
for her hand> and gav« him a general invi-' 
tation to the houfe feir that purpole ; he 
Was treated with every mark of r^fpeft 
tnd friendihip by the reftor and his lady, 
whbfe health becoming every day more? 
precarious^ rendered this little addition 
to their foci^ty agreeable and entertain-' 
ing, particularly as Mifs Herbert re-' 
turned no more that fpmmer to Llan- 
dore, Init was joined by her mother ae 
Dennis Place. 

As the long evenmgs approached,- Mr^ 
Wilkinfbn took his abode at Uandore 
Caftle, the Work^ where he had a houfcy 
being at too great a diftance to go to,^ after 
pending his evenings> as he conftantly did^ 
at the parfbnage. 

He read to Annaf whilft flie fat at her 
frame, played a focial pool with Mr, and 
Mrs. Mahfel at home, and when they 
mixed, which could be but fcldom, in the 

diverfions. 
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diVerfionSj that the guilelefs inhabitants of 
the place contrived not to kill, but for 
the enjoyment of time, he was always 
of the party -, if they danced he was her 
partner ; if flie rode out, he was h^r ef- 
cort; and when Ihe walked, her compa- 
nion^ but thofe interviews and conftant 
opportunities, whilft it riveted her con- 
qucft over Wilkinfon, did nothing fox 
him ; Oft the contrary, the more they were 
together, the lefs flic found herfelf in- 
clined to favour his fuit. 

Mn Wilkinfon was certainly a hand* 
fome, agreeable man, had fomething pe- 
culiarly fweet in his voice and addreis> 
very genteel in his perfon, far above 
mediocrity in underftanding, and at that 
time about eight or nine and twenty, he 
was therefore very unexceptionable in 
perfonal and mental accompUlhments^ 
and his circumftances now very good, 
were, by his great induftry iauxd care, eveiy 
day enlarging i but to a heart like Annans 
whofe knowledge of mankind was merely 
theoretic, and fomething more was want- 
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rng; her own fentiments were the pure 
cfFufions of innocence and virtue ; Wil- 
kinfon's might be no lefs, fo but he had 
not that tender, delicate manner of expreflP- 
ing them, that appeared neceffary to her 
happinefs, and when, after a thoiifand 
fruitlefs attempts to fpeak> (wherein a 
true lover, whofe paflion is unaflurcd of 
fuccels, always appears to difadvantage,) 
he difclofed in faultering accents the 
ftrong and refpeftfui affetStion he bore her, 
he had the mort^cation of hearing from 
Kps unaccuftomed to deviate from truth, 
and unacquainted with thofe artifices de-^ 
ceit in one fex renders neceffary in the 
other, a firm and cool refufal of his offers i 
his grief is not to be expreflcd. 

With a full heart and dejefted counte- 
nance he repaired to the ftudy of Mr. 
Manfel, whofe difappointment, the effeft 
of his affeftion for Anna, at this fteadjr 
perfeverancc in her firft declaration, was 
almoft as great as the lover's ^ Mrs. 
Manfel, however, declined, and re^ 
quefted the fame forbearance from the 
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rcdor, interfering in a matter on which 
the happincfs of her dear young friend fo 
materially clepended, and it was in vain 
that the enamoured Wilkinfon intreated 
her interefl*; all he could obtain was, to 
continue his prefcnt footing in the faniily^ 
an advantage he made the moft o^ being 
feldom abfent> and taking care to favour 
the report of his bcbg a^ually engaged 
to Mifs Manfelj whichj from their being 
always feen together^ was univer&Ity be* 
lievcd. 
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CHAPTER XXV, 



A New A:qtiamfdnce* 

\JN the laft day of .the year Lady 
Edwin^s fatin wa$ taken out of the frame, 
and fent to London; the encomiums 
bellowed, by the beft judges, on the 
work of Anna, was jiot more flattering to 
her pride, than the prefent that accompa- 
nied them, was to the grateful feelings 
of her heart. Mrs. Manfel accepted 
the office of her Banker, and a new 
piece of work was direftly fet about for 
Mifs Edwin, 

Early in the Ipring, Mrs. Herbert's 
family returned to Wales; Anna, in her 
eighteenth year, and Mifs Herbert in her 
twentieth* had now formed the ettablilh- 
ment of a friendfhip no lefs lafting than 
fincerc ; the girlilh amufcments they had 

before 
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befow adopted, wette given \vp for more 
nobk.and ^ifeful purfuits. 

The foundation of lenfe and tafte, firft 
laid by Mr, Mclmoth, and carefuUy im- 
proved by Mrs. Manfel, was rapidly in- 
creafing to perfeftion in the mind of 
Anna ^ and thofc two ladies, both of the 
bt& difpofitions, were of mutual benefit 
to each t>then 

Mifs Herbert's education had been li- 
beral, though not expenfive; and Bath, 
%diere they fpent fo confiderable a part of ^ 
die year, gave her an acquaintance with the 
great world, of whi ch our heroine was per- 
feftiy ignorant. 

On the other hand, Anna, in her unin- 
formed ilate, pofleffcd a fund of book- 
knowledge; her fentiments were all the 
offspring of thofc imprcflions which her 
early advantages had engraved on her 
mind; with conftant reading, flic had hap- 
pily blended great tafl:e and judgment; 
fl^ was bleficd with a retentive memory ; 
and the fort • of thinojs flie chofe to enter- 
tain her friend with in return for her lef- 

fons 
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ions on polite Vift^ were of a nature to be 
very weU received by a fcnfible young 
woman j in fine they were quite fatisfied 
with each other, and fo fond of being to- 
gether, that Mrs, Herbert confented Patty 
ihould Ipend one week at the parfonage, 
-on condition Mft. Manfel "would ipare 
Anna the other at Uandore* 

In this friendly ihtercourfe^ without a 
fmgle anxious thought to interrupt the 
ferenity of the pafling hour, except Mrs. 
Manfel's health, which then wore a more 
flattering afpeft than it had lately done, 
was Ipent May, June^ and July. 

At this period, a young flranger to 
Anna made his appearance at Llandore ; 
Mr. Charles Herbert and our heroine were 
perfectly acquainted with each other'5 
charader, and were mutually prejudiced 
by the defcripticns they had beard ; but 
high as his expedations were railed, the 
young ftudent could not conceal his 
furprife, when his filler introduced him 
to her friend ; to him Ihe indeed appeared. 

More 
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Itfore than painting can exprefs^ 

Or youthfbl poets fancy when they love. 

It was happy for him that his mother 
had fore-armed him with the intelligence 
(flie believed true) of her being engaged 
to Wilkinfon^ and that his notions ofho^ 
nour were of the old Cambrian ftamp, which 
forbad his invading the &cred right of 
another. 

Mr. Herbert was at this time in his twen- 
ty-fourth year 5 he had a very fine figure, 
' and poflefled an open, honeft, manly coun- 
tenance : his eyes, whenalFe<5ted,fpoke to the 
heart, his leeth fine, and addrels pleafmg. 

He vas one of tthe braveft, yet moft 
companionate of men -, at the inftant that 
^ fenfe of injury roufed the lion in his 
IbiJ, a tale of woe melted him to what is 
dialled womanifh weaknefs. 

His purfe was open to the calls of the 
needy i he was too generous to be rich, 
^nd too fincere to be reckoned a faint. 

Indeed feme little irregularities in the 
fcmalt ,line rendered Mrs. Herbert uneafy, 
left he Ihould inherit his father's indifcre- 

tion. 
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tion ibut every doubt of his trondu& 
vanilhed when fhe law him. 

He was the moft dutiful and affeftion- 
ate Ion in the world 3 and his mother, ia 
his opinion, the firft woman in it. 

He was pafiionate, the fault perhaps of 
his blood, but forgiving. 

He wasT frank to a degree, fome people 
^ould fay of imprudence j but it was the 
franknefs of an honefl heart, which having 
in it nothing to hide, cared not who faw 
into its inmoft recefles. 

To fay the thing that was not, was, in 
hi^ eftimation, the moft contemptible of 
all vices ) and to affeft what he felt not, 
the moft difficult of afl talks. 

The profeffion he was defigned for, 
obliged him to apply much to ftudy, 
but nothing w^ farther from him than 
pedantry j he was doted on by his parents ; 
Mr. Herbert was proud and fond of him, 
and Patty and him appeared to have but 
one Jieart between them. 

Such as he was, the firft interview con- 
vinced Anna there were men, and this 

one 
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one ^f them, much nearer to her ftandard 
t>f perfeftlon than Wilkinfon, who was pre- 
sent, and did not, in her fecret comparifon, 
appear to the advantage he certainly wifhcd. 

What efcapes the eye of love ? the ad- 
miration of Herbert, as he examined the 
faultlefs countenance of Mifs Manfel, the 
attention with which he regarded her every 
a<5l, and the approbation vifible in his tale- 
telling eyes when fhe Ipoke, conveyed a 
thoufand fears into the bofom of poor Wil- 
kinfon ; jealoufy, for the firft time, found 
a place in his imagination \ if, when the 
obje6t he adored faw only him, or received 
.not the leaft attention from any man but 
Jiimfelf, (he prcferved her coldnefs and de- 
clined his love, what had he now to fear, 
v/hen an amiable and accompliflied rival 
might be ready to feize every advantage her 
indifference to him could* sive. 

One onlv means ftruck him to avert the 
dreadful blow \ he knew the honour, the 
probity of young Herbert's principles^ he 
was fure he could not be guilty of in- 
juring him, if once he conceived Anna his 

VOL.- II. B affianced 
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affianced right; their engagement, he 
knew, would be fecurity againft any at- 
tempts to fuperfede him in her afFeftions ; 
and this artifice, the firft he had ever been 
guilty of, he put in praftice the moment 
an opportunity -offered; he gravely and 
roundly aiflerting his engagement, which 
being innocently corroborated by Mrs. 
Herbert, and believed by every body in 
the neighbourhood, admitted not a doubt 
with Charles Herbert of its truth ; he con- 
gratulated Wilkinfon on his happinefs, tel- 
ling him his choice was the mpft lovely 
creature he had ever fcen ; and added, with 
his native franknefe, if Ihe had been free, 
he muft have been her flave. 

The neighbouring gentry, as thofc in 
that country arc called, who live within 
twenty miles, pouring in to vifit young 
Herbert, oqcalioned a fliort ceffation to 
the happy hours our two young friends 
ufed to dedicate to the moft refined friend- 
fhip; Anna, at her carnefr requeft, was 
fuffered to ftay at home till the buftle was 
over; andMifs Herbert^ when the com- 
pany 
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pany confifted only of gentlemen, always 
joined her at breakfaft; fometimes her 
brother, whole fraternal love would not 
fuffcr his fifter to walk fo far alone, ac« 
companied her i but as Anna felt a foixxe* 
thing like embarraflTment in his company^ 
which preventing her inviting him to ftay, 
he returned after the falutations of the 
morning. To the grief of Wilkinfon, how- 
ever, they foon returned to their old mode j 
he, whenever he could break from his bu- 
•fineis, fl^ill attending on Anna. 

Mn Herbert was fond of mufic, he 
played on feveral inftruments, fang with 
tafte, and his voice was pleafing and me- 
lodious: Wilkinfon liked to hear Anna 
fing or play, but as to mufic, he could not 
diftlnguifh a jig from Handel's bell compo- 
fitions, hb fociety, which had been agreea- 
ble, became teazing and tirefome ; his atten- 
tion was rude, it robbed herof the converfa- 
tion of afenfible man, whofe pleafure, when 
he cntertdned her, flione in his fine eyes j it 
was certainly ill bred in Wilkinfon to take 
his offered place, when he happened (which 

B 2 indeed 
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indeed w^s oftner the cafe) to be fitting next 
her i and flie could not conceive the rcafon 
-ivhy, if they walked or rode out, he was at 
once eager to be near her, and yet refign 
his place the moment Wilkinfon came ! 

But it pleafed, Ihe faw, Mr^ and Mrs, 
Manfel; and Mrs^ Herbert vifibly favoured 
•his ^ddrefs ; therefore (he faid nothi^ig to 
.themi and to him (he had no opportu- 
nity, as he never touched on his pajSion 
►when alone, altho' he provokingly adop- 
ted in public the entire appearance of a fk- 
voiired lover; this however, happened 
but twice a week ; the intermediate (pace, 
no jealous lover to interrupt the morning 
rambles, or evening converfation, &it was 
the objett to whom Mr. Herbert addrel^ 
•fed both his Ipeech and attention. Un- 
-confcious of any wilh, but what was au- 
thorized by virtue and honour, and won by 
-the modeft difplay of his own fuperior 
knowledge and learning, all referve wore 
offi (he fang and played his favourite fongs, 
walked with him, and liftened, delighted, 
when he read, as he undertook to do, 

Milton, 
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Milton, which was his favourite author, to 
tis mother and the two young ladies. 

Thus happily paffed Auguft and Sep- 
tember; but a letter which then arrived, 
announcing the intention of Mifs Edwin 
to honour them with a vifit, interrupted 
thofe charming parties. 

Two months before, Anna would have 
rejoiced to iee Cecilia; now it would 
quite derange their amufements; befides, 
Mifs Edwin was in love with Mr. Herbert> 
and Mr. Herbert was in love with Mi& 
Edwin. Well, certainly love was no im-» 
prover of converfation, as appeared in Mr. 
Wilkinfon, whofe prefence interrupted 
it ; and indeed (he fo little liked fuch fo- - 
ciety, fhe would (lay at home ; her work 
had been ftrangely negledbed ; Mr. Herbert 
could not poffibly now go on with Milton ; 
Mifs Edwin would hardly attend to it; 
notwithftanding he went fo delightfully 
through thofe beautiful paffages. 

Politively he fhould not have his happinels 
interrepted by her, while Mifs Edwin was 
with him. , 

B 3 Forming 
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Forming this plan, as ffie was crofling^ 
the vale, out of a winding path whiclv 
opened to the road, appeared Charles Her- 
bert ; whether confcious fhe was out of hu- 
mour by anticipation, from furprife, or from 
any other caufe, fhe blufhed deep as fcarlet, 
^nd then inflantly turned as pale as death. 

Mr. Herbert, I have told my reader, was 
a good natured man, and ccmpafTion itfelf; 
he flew to her, and inquired, with undif- 
fembled anxiety, the reafon of her agita- 
ted looks ; apologifed for his fudden in- 
trufion, for which he acknowledged 
himfelf the more culpable, as the little 
copfe of wood, out of which he came, hang- 
ing on the fide of the hill, had concealed 
him from her fight, though he faw her from 
the time fhe had crofTed the river, and he 
had come from it with a foolifh intent to 
furprife her ; but the fright he had put her 
in had been his fevere punifhments he 
fhould not exift till fhe pardoned him. 

Anna had by this time, recoBefted 
herfclf, and apologifed in her turn for 
alarming him 3 but do you forgive me, 
Mifs Manfel, faid he, offering his hands ; 

wiU 



ANNA. St 

will you be friends ? Still holding them 
open to invite hers, which> after fomc he- 
iitation> fhe extended to him. The glow 
of ienfibility, added to the natural bloom 
of his complexion ; he dropped with an 
' involuntary emotion on one knee, as 
trembling he prefled it to his lips, exclaim- 
ing, as ihe much agitated withdrew her 
hand, forever hallowed be the facred touch 
of Ipotlefs purity j how blefled the man on 
whom thoie eyes are turned with partis^ 
fevour ! Oh ! Anna, ftill does the crimfon 
glow animate that charming face, and ilill 
you are difturbed ; fear not me, my bvely 
friend ; be alTured you are fafe from cvtry 
thought of injury. I would be the cham- 
pion of yonr honour, my- life*s blood &ould 
freely flow in your defence, but my foul 
refpefts the union of hearts i not even for 
^1^ would I tinge my honour with a wifli 
to break the peace of confidential love; 
why then this filence, this referve ? Ah ! 
exclaimed he, I fee the reafon ! 

Out of the oppofite path from the wood, 
with hafty ftep and difturbed countenance, 
to the furprifc of Anna, came Wilkinfon, 

B 4 A deeper 
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A dccpei* glow if poflible now took 
pofleflion of her features. While he, with- 
out returning her falute, fiercely paffed 
thenii not knowing why, her confufion 
increafcd, fhc turned to look after him> 
and met the eyes of Herbert; bent on her 
with penfive, tho* obfervaht k)oks. " I fee> 
^ Mifs Manfel,^' faid he, fighing, « the 

imprudence I have been guilty of i happy* 

happy mans but I will fet him right." . 
yVith thofc words he darted after him, 
leaving Anna without power to detain him ; 
though Ihe wanted not inclination to reftify^ 
the error Ihc few him under; he foon ic- 
tumed arm in arm with Wilkinfon, begging 
fbrgivencfs for his behaviour. 

Anna, bridling, faid, fhe really was not 
offended i Wilkinfon attempted to take 
her hand ; heavens, what an infult ! What 
would Charles Herbert tliink? Her eyes^ 
ftruck fire. 

', I have before obferved flie was very 
warm in her refentments, and her coun- 
tenance (hewing the emotions of her 
xnind, Mr. Herbert very prudently walk-< 
ed away, leaving the lover to plead hia 

own 
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(xwh (^aufe j the moment he was gone, the 
affurcd look it had coft* Wilkinfon greajt 
pain to affume, dropped into dejeftion 
and defpair. 

Sadly convinced, no hopes now remained 
for him, but thofc founded upon the miftakc 
of Mr. Herbert, he trembled at the idea of 
a difcovery ; yet he wanted not penetration 
to fee that his conduA, far from concili- 
ating the affcdion of Anna, provoked and 
dilgufted her j but ftiU he had hopes, and 
while chofe remained, could not prevail on 
himfelf to change a condud which ap- 
peared to be the only means of prefer- 
ving it; but now, when alone with her, 
who well knew the fallacy of the report$ 
he had circulated, or at leaft encouraged, 
what could he plead in fupport of, 
what plainly appeared to her, a piece of 
contemptible art ! 

He fell at her feet, implored her com- 
paflionj the artifice love had fuggelted 
was the only one he knew, he had there- 
foie only to give vent to his feelings to be 
very eloquent ^ he deprecated her anger, 
entreated her pardon, and pleaded the 

A 5 irrefiftiblc 
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irrefiftiblc impulfc of the fondeft paflion j he 
wept and kneeled alternately. 

The heart of Anna, naturally loft and 
tremblingly alive to fympathy and com- 
paffion, was now unaccountably hardened ; 
Ihe faw, for the firft time, a duplicity that 
hurt her the more, as it was plainly the 
cfFeft of premeditated defign ; and when 
Ihe reflefted that Mr. Herbert, (tho' bis 
cpinion was mthifig to her) was the dupe of 
that defign, all the anger and refentment 
in her difpolkion was levelled at Wilkin- 
fon J and ftiould (he continue her walk to 
the caftle with him, would it not be con- 
firming by her o^n a£t, a deception on 
her friends. Quick as thought fhe turned 
fit)m the poffibility of again letting him 
triumph in his fuccefs, and without deign- 
ing to reply, went back to the village, and 
furprifed her friends by her rc-appearancc 
at the parfonage. 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER XXVI 

A Spring of Refolutions. 

Wilkinson fouowed her fteps, tho^ 

all his pleading could not obtain an an- 
iwer i ihe alledged a pain in her head as 
the excufe for her fpeedy return, and im- 
mediately retired to her chamber, followed 
by Mr. Manfel, who defired fhe would 
have foroe whey ; Ihe thankfully declined 
taking any thing, faying a little reft 
would certainly relieve her, and begged to 
be left quite alone. 

Herrefleftions on the tranfaftions of 
the morning were embittered by the dif- 
pofition of mind in which Charles Herbert 
had left her ; fhe again recalled to her me-* 
mory every thing that had pafTed ; confufed 
as fhe was herfelf, the. trembling of his 
^and as he held hers, yet dwelt on her 

B 6 mind; 
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mind; his voice ever pleafing, was then 
modulated into a tendernefs that thrilled 
through her heart ; with what feeling did he 
exgrefs his friendfhip, amiable man! why 
Ihould fhe deceive him ? Why impofe on 
Mrs. Herbert and Patty ; for great as their 
friendfliip, and unrefervcd as their intimacy 
had been, love had never been the fubjeft. 
of their confidence. 

If Mifs Herbert had any attachment of 
that kind, Ihc had not difclofed it to 
Anna > fhe had heard (who in the neigh- 
bourhood had not ?) the terms Wilkinfom 
was on with her friend, and fhe obferved 
nothing in the behaviour of cither, vio- 
lently to contradift it ; but as Anna never 
entered upon the fubjeft, and as Patty rather 
avoided than fought her confidence, it 
was yet mentioned by them; the lover 
was evidently the mofl Fond and at-, 
tentive of men, aiid Anna the mofl 
cafy and indifferent of women; but 
knowing her circumflances, it was na- 
tural to infer it was a match on her 
fide of convcnicncy, more clpecially as it 

waa 
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was not till very lately, (nor yet feen 
by Mifs Herbert,) that Wilkinfon's civi- 
lities were difguiting, or that he was very 
rapidly incurring the diflike of her he loved.* 

Whatever were the young lady's rea-- 
fons, (he had been totally filent on the 
fubjed ; but her filehce appeared to Anna, 
now that flic revolved over every thing: 
that had paffed with refpcft to Wilkinfon,, 
the cfFeft of his artifices, and Ihe rcfolved 
no longer to fufFer her to entertain fuck 
miilakcn notions. 

The deceiving her friend, was new a 
matter of infinite importance ; flie would- 
beg Mrs. Manfel to decline the hatefiil 
vifits of Wilkinfon; Ihe would inform 
Mrs. Herbert of her repugnance to the 
match; jDbe would intreat her dear Patty 
to affift her in reconciling all parties to 
her determination, of hearing no more 
of a paffion ihe never had, nor ever could 
approve. 

This resolution cured tlie headachy 
and w.s no fooner formed, than, impatient 
to put it in praftice, fhc went down ftairs. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Manfcl was in his Itudy ; the c^neflr 
and attentive pofture fhe found him in^ 
liftening to Wilkinfon, who, was in agi- 
tated and ferious difcourle, together with 
the tears which were rolling down the wan 
cheeks of Mrs. Manfel, difcoi)certed and 
furprifed her ; they were no lefs cmbar- 
rafled at her appearance, which put a 
fuddcn period to their converfation. 

But too much bent upon freeing herfelf 
from addreffes fhe fo much difliked, and 
determined on immediately throwing her-^ 
fclf on the indulgence of Mrs. Manfel, 
her confufion for a moment only prevented* 
the commencement of her plan; her head 
full of what it was her intention to fay 
to her friend, Ihe begged her company 
round the garden ; and full indeed ii 
muft have been, to fufFcr her to make 
fvich a requeft, as months had elapfed 
fmce that lady had put her foot to the 
ground, her lamenefs obliging her to have 
a bed below, to which ihe was lifted, not 
l>cing able to get up flairs, 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Manfel looked her furprife, and 
without anfwcring, pointed to her lame 
leg then on a ftooL Anna immediately 
felt the folly of her inconfiderate conduft, 
and ftill more difconcerted, begged her 
pardon, for having a moment forgot a 
Calamity, fhe fo fmcerely deplored. To 
this apology, the tears of fenfibility and 
gratitude gave an unfpeakable grace, and 
all was forgotten. 

Wilkinfon, to her great mortification, 
flayed to dinner; a fervant foon after 
being fent by Mifs Herbert, to alk the rea* 
fon of Anna's not coming' as Ihc promifed, 
was retyrned with an excufe of her having 
been taken ill. 

In the afternoon Mr. Manfel generally 
rode out, for the purpofes of giving his 
beloved wife the air behind him. Mrs. 
Manfel, as fhe had Anna at home, would 
have declined it ; but ficy ever forgetting 
her own in the intereft of her friends, 
urged them to go, not recoUeftmg that 
fhe mufl either flay at home in the moft 
difagreeablc Uh a tit€ with Wilkinfon, 

or 
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or by accompanying them, be ften again 
as bis companion abroad ; of two evils^ 
fhe chofe the laft as leafl ; a little pad 
they kept for her was therefore got ready, 
and out they fallied. 

But as this was to be a day of mortifi-. 
cation to our heroine, they had not gone 
a quarter of a mile from the parfonage, 
before they were met by Mr. and Mils 
Herbert, coming to make a charitable 
vifit to their lick friend; The raillery of 
Mifs Herbert, not more than the grave 
looks of Charles, threw Anna into con- 
fufion.; the very thing fhe had refolved 
to avoid, Ihc was now doing. Wilkinfoit 
kept his ftation clofe by her fide, and 
fpite of all Ihe had refol^i^ed, again ex- 
hibited the fuccefsful lover. Patty, ig- 
norant of what had happened, and ft ill 
continuii^g good naturedly to rally, and 
chide her by turns, for difappointing 
them of the pleafure of her company, 
to the aftonilhraent of all prefent, Anna 
burft into a violent flood of tears. 

Mifs 
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Mifs Herbert, alarmed and grieved at- 
the effeft of her harmlefs mirth, made 
athoufand apologies; Mr. Manfel's looks 
fpoke more than his words; and Mrs. 
Manfcl's eye gliftened in fympathetic 
tendernefs ; Wilkinfon was ofiicioufly kind y 
Mr. Herbert's countenance underwent a 
thorough change; the grave caft gave* 
place to tendernefs and compaffion, yet 
during their Ihort ride he fpoke very lit-> 
tie, and appeared glad when it was ended, 

Mifs Herbert ftaid tea with her friend, 
but her brother fet off on a hard gaHop^ 
before they entered the village, as his 
mother, he faid, would cxpeft him; arid' 
Wilkinfon* had half ^ hour's private 
converfation with the* rcdor, before he- 
waited on Mifs Herbert home. 

The moment they were gone, Anna, 
whofe whole heart was full of her defign,) 
and who had fufFered unfpeakably from 
the delay of a few hours, related the' 
occurrence of the mot-ning, and her in- 
dignation at Wilkinfon's condudV, which* 
was increafed by the con^iftion, that he 

wifhed 
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wiftied to make people believe fhc waS 

engaged to him ; and concluded witlv 

begging that Mrs. Manfel would indulge 

her, by declining his conftant vifits, or 

at leaft permit her to refufe his particular 

attendance on herfelf. 

Both her friends appeared much dif- 

treffcd at the determined manner of her 

f xpreffing her diflike, it grieved them to 

find fhe had taken to a perfon, whofc dif- 

intcrefted afFeftion they had hoped would 

furmount all her objeftions. Mrs; Man- 

4Sd anfwered, fhe was exhaufted by her 

ride, but would talk the matter over 

with her in. the morning; when, if (he 

continued inflexible, they would prefs,what 

in their opinion was of the greatelt moment 

to her, no more, 

Anna, who had always thought what her 

governefs faid, 

Wifeft, virtuoufeft, difcrcctcft, bcil, 

Underftood, to her great concern, that 
what (he afked, would, if granted, be 
owing to their indulgence to her, in op- 
pofition to their own judgment, as well 
as wifhes -, and this idea doubled* all her 

obligations 
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obligations to them ; they forebore to urge 
her to accept a fettlement, which would 
cafe them of the expence of fupporting 
her, an expence fhe trembled to think 
they could (o ill afford, as Mrs, Mahfel's 
iUneis had been, and ftill was, of the na- 
ture to require the firft advice and aflif- 
tance, which was procured with great coft, 
from the diftance at which dodors of any 
eminence refided. 

It is true. Lady Edwin's generolity had 
been extremely acceptable to them on 
that account, but that was a refburce not 
likely to continue; and to live always 
on the bounty of friends was infupport^ 
able; yet to marry merely for a main- 
tenance was worfe, as it was offering in- 
jury in return for love. 

Thofe thoughts kept her awake moft 
part of the night, and ihe rofe in the 
morning to meet her friend, with pale face 
and Iwelled eyes. 

Mrs. Manfcl flept very little better ; her 
care for the welfare of the young perfonflw; 
tenderly loved, and for whofc profperity 
ihe had the molt maternal folicitude, in- 

dccrcafc 



44 A N N A. 

creafed, as her own 'feelings convinced he£> 
fhe fhould be foon called from a worlds 
where, notwithftanding her chriftian refig-> 
nation, her affeftions were fo ftrongly; 
bound ; fhe forefaw if Anna was not fet- 
tled, fhe mull have jnany difficulties to 
encounter, and if Mn Manfel fhonld 
likewife be called away, he had nothing 
to leave her j alone, in a world, where in- 
nocence and honour are the common prey 
6f mankind, and wTiere triumphant vice 
looks into filence the pleas of modefC 
merit, of what fervice would bethcdeli-t 
^aey of her fentiments, the rectitude of 
her principles, or the elegant ^ifnplicity^ 
of her manners ? Her beautiful perfon., far 
from being of advantage, what would it 
excite, but the fpirit of feduftioi^ in the 
men, and envy in the women ! Who would 
protect her ! and how would it be pofTible 
for her, whole heart fought alliance with 
all God's creatures, to be guarded againfl 
wiles, fhe had no conception of! pr to fup- 
port her difappointment, when, after mix-, 
ing with raanlcind, fhe fhouW be fadly 
convinced, that the virtues fhe honoured^ 
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Mid the benevolence fhc adored, exifted & 
Sparingly among the fons of men. 

Mr. Wilkinfon had exceedingly alarmed 
anddiftrefled her, by his account of the 
interview in the wood j he faw, or fancied 
.he faw, a growing attachment between 
-young Herbert and Anna; the firft he 
•concealed, but' gave the latter with - all he 
had obferved, and all that fear arid jealoufy 
painted to his own jaundiced imagination, 
in the mdft glowing colour to Mr. and 
■Mrs. Manfel; he exaggerated the youth- 
ful gaiety of Herbert into a Ipirit of li- 
bertinifm, and adduced the. diflipation of 
the father, the dependence of the fon on 
the Edwins, and the Well known pride of 
that family, as rcafons why it was impofll- 
ble, he could addrefs her on honourable 
terms. 

Mrs. Maniel was too well acquainted 
with the innate purity of her pupil, to 
doubt her being betrayed into any blame- 
able or imprudent aft, but fhe was not h 
fecure with refpeft to her peace ; fhe had a 
great ftiare of fenfibility, and fo perfedly 
artlels^ that nothing like fulpicion ap- 
proached 
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proached her ideas ; Ihe was therefore the 
more likely to be the viftim of credulity in 
her firft impreffions. Mrs Manfel's know- 
ledge of Herbert's family concerns con- 
firmed Wilkinfon's report, who, under fo 
relpedable a lanftion, ventured to hint 
the injury to the peace, as well as charac- 
ter, of Anna, her intimacy with fo dan- 
gerous and infinuating a young man, 
might produces, and added, the only 
cffedual method to preferve the honour of 
their relation, was to unite thier inte- 
reft with his entreaties, to prevail on her 
to become his wife. 

Mr. Manfel readily coincided with this 
advice i and the alarm given by the intel- 
ligence of the jealous lover being con- 
firmed by the behaviour of Amu, induced 
Mrs, Manfel to promife her influence, 
but at the fiimc time Ihe, conditioned with 
her hufband, that if they found the peace 
of Anna likely to be afFefted by her com- 
pliance with their requeft, it fhould be at 
once given up ; and as the^ fait water had 
been prefcribed to Mrs. Manfel, fhe would 
take her with them to Swanfea, where 

the 
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ihc reAor had a relation, from whom 
they had received ftrong invitations, and 
keep her there till Mr. Herbert left 
Llandorej abfolutely declining, though 
much urged, to attempt to fetter her in- 
clination. 

When Anna attended her friend, over- 
powered with a fcnfe of obligation, and 
cxpefting the firongeft efforts in favour of 
a man fhe thoroughly difliked, in the light 
he propofed himielf ; ibrrow and apprc^ 
henfion deprived her the power of ut- 
terance, and flie flood before Mrs. Man- 
iel the emblem of fdent dejeAion; the 
tears rolled down her cheeks from her 
averted eyes, but the kindncfs of her 
maternal friend reaffured and comfort- 
ed her; her queftions were equally 
blended with kind^efs and wifdom \ and 
the cool, yet ftrenuous efforts made in 
favour of Wilkinfon, had the aid of rea- 
fon andintereft to fupport them; his un- 
bounded affedion^ his opulent ^profpefts^ 
pre&nt eligible Settlement, and unim- 
peached moral charadter, were urged in 
oppoficion to the repugnance avowed by 

Anna 
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Anna> who, afliamed of having no argu- 
ment to offer but what originated in fe 
while all thofe of her friends were fo no- 
ble, and utt(frly difinterefted, heard in 
fiknce the pleadings of friendlhip in be- 
iialf of love, unable to procure from her a 
fingk hope, or to draw her out of a filence, 
the moft decifive againft the point Ihe had 
fought to carry. Mrs. Manfel, at length 
aflured her, that fh^ would no farther urge a 
matter on which depended her peace in 
an awful moment fhe knew was approach- 
ing ; that her heart had built on it as the 
fweeteft cordial, hope could give; that 
when, in fond contemplation of the 
beauties both of her mind and perfon, the 
fad profpeft of her deftitute fituation, when 
/he Ihould 'be no more, (particularly if 
Mr. Manfel was likewife to rtieet an early 
fate) overciime herj that then (he fought 
and received confolation in the fecurity 
of her peace and welfere, under the pro- 
teftion^if an-honeft man, whofe princi- 
ples and power were equally flattering to 
her wilhes : but if fhe mufl give up this 
darling profpeft, fhe entreated Anna 

would 
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would indulge her with one promifc, 
which was that of confulting Mr. Manfel 
©n the difpoHd of her heart, before it was 
too late »to recal it, 

Anna, drowned in tears at this afFefti- 
onate Ipeech, delivered with a painful fo- 
lemnity by the perfon fhe moft loved and 
refpefted on earth, whole countenance 
Ipoke at once the ravage of ficknefs, and 
too, too plainly confirmed the melancholy 
prefage which flowed from her lips, in an 
^ony of grief, threw herfeif at her ftct. 

Oh! my more than mother, cried fhe; 
lier voice interrupted, and almoft choaked 
by the violence of her emotions, dear, 
blefTed monitrefs of my youth, ever kind 
and valued friend of my heart, Ipare, oh ! 
Ipare your Anna ; can I rob you of one 
niament^s happinefs ! is it m^, who would 
die to give you pleafure, that takes from 
the peace of your dying hours; that fharp- 

ens the keen edge of pain ? Oh ! difpofe 
of me as you pleafc ! I am yours ! teach 
tne how teP'repay the tendernefs you b.'avc 
fhewn my helplefs youth, to chear the 
heavy hour of ficknefs, and be afllrj^ 
VOL. 11. C /-^ivliatevcr 
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whatever are the fccrct facrificcsl make, 
however ftrong my repugnance, and 
Hnconquerable my diflike, I never never 
more will oppofe your wifhes, I will, burft-, 
ihg into frefh tears, ifyou bid me, to mor- 
row give my hand to Mr, WiJkinfon ! 

Oh! Anna, my dearcft girl, returned 
Mrs. Manfcl, thijR extorted confcnt muft 
jiot be oh fo folmen an engagement ; I 
doubted not but my entreaties would 
have this cfFed on your duftile heart; 
but to take advantage of your grateful 
forrow for a departing friend, would be 
to engrave her on your memory, with the 
bitter accompanyment of remindlefs grie^ 
without hope of change, but the awful 
pne that will reunite us. I will urge - you 
no more 5 be comforted, continued Mrs. 
Manfel; far be it from me to difcourage 
my Anna, by infinuating, that the world, 
bad as it is, has no accommodation fot 
innocence and virtue, without uniting 
them in oppofition to inclination. But 
oh I my child, embracing her, though I 
could fee you enter the bufy fcenes to which 
you are yet a ftranger, without a finglc 

apprc- 
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^pprchenfion for your honour, here even 
here, I tremble for your tranquility j be 
upon your guard; you are dcferving of 
€very thing j but ala3 1 it is not the moft 
dcferving that are the moft happy. 

She then entreated the weeping orphan 
to preferve the fame appearance to Wil- 
kinfon, till their retu^n from the excur- 
iion Ihe propofed, when th^y would en^ 
tirely put a period to addrefles which 
were fo difagreeable, but not once hint- 
ing her fiilpicion of the partiality Ihe had 
been accufed of; rightly concluding, if 
it had any other foundation than Wilkin- 
fon's jealoufy, time, abfence, and her 
own good fenfe, would be much more 
likely to operate, while the fecret was 
confined to her own bofom, than if Ihe 
Jiad the leaft reafon 'to fuppofe it was 
xiifcovered 
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CHAPTER XXVIL 



Polite Friendjhip 

X HE preparation they were now to 
make for their little journey, prevented 
fo much of her time being Ipent at Llan<« 
dore Caftle; and another reafon to re- 
ftrain her vifits there, if fhe were earneft 
in her refolutions, was the arrival of Ce- 
scilia Edwin, who with both her coufins, 
furprized Anna in a deep revere, look- 
ing acrofs the vale at the white chimnies 
of Llandore. 
K the year which had pafled fince thjC 
meeting of Cecilia and my heroine, had 
matured the perfonal as well as mental 
graces of the latter, it had not been left 
bufy nor made fewer alterations, in thofc 
of the former. The winter Ipent in Lon- 
don, where flic had been prcfented, and 

. where 
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where her great fortune and family, and 
their confequent attradions, had ftampt 
their own value in pretty legible charac- 
ters, on every part of her behaviour, and 
aftions, were circumttances that could not 
fail of enlarging thofe ideas of gallantry, 
which in her earlier years had influenced 
her condu£t> tho* they had not quite ef- 
faced the impreflions love and heroifm 
had made over her mind — She was at pre- 
lent a kind of middle charafter, between 
a fcntimental novelift, and a town co-- 
quette j her dreis was fo much to the very 
extreme of the fafliion, that it was not in 
the rertote region of Llandore only fhe 
was an objeft of wonder and curiofity, for 
fhe had the fatisfaftion of being gene- 
rally ftared at in the metropolis. 

Her clear brown complcftion, where the 
blood had formerly been leen to mount on^ 
every little occafion, was now hid by the 
politer daubings of rouge j and her fine- 
glofly black hair, loft in a pafte of pink- 
powder and pomatum. Anna was the 
fweeteft gid in the world, and her confi- 

C 3> dentiaL 
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dential friend, with whom ftie regularly 
correfponded ; yet it was matter of won- 
der now how her coufiir Patty could exift 
in tjiat corner of the world, with no other 
companion than fuch a demure piece of 
ftill life ; fhe was neverthelefs in rap- 
tures at the fight of her, though really 
it was with regret fhe obfervcd great 
alteration in her, and it mortified her 
to fay, thofe alterations were not for the 
better- 

This opinion of Mifs Edwin, was not 
only contradictory to our fentiments, but 
her own} fhe felt that partial as fhe was 
to her dear felf^ the advantage of ker fweet 
friend, was too great for the candour, or 
fmcerity of fo very fine a lady ; but what 
ever other changes had happened in the 
courfe of the winter, Charles Herbert was 
flill her male favourite, although it was 
no fault of Mifs Edwin, that fhe yet re- 
tained her name i a peer not much older 
than her father. Sir William, having been 
a very warm advocate for her changing it 
to his ownj but was rcfufcd by Lady Ed- 
win. 
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win, on account of the obfcurc original 
of his parent. 

Cecilia Edwin finding in her coUeftion 
of new novels that the amiable heroines of 
moft of them were married, and not only 
contrived to keep their old lovers, but at- 
traft new ones, notwithftanding their co- 
verturcy found great temptations in the title 
and riches of Lord Sutton, and not forefeeing 
her mother*s objeftion had already obliged 
moft of her correlponding friends wkh an 
account of the feverity of that fate, which, 
in obedience to the commands of her pa- 
rents, had obliged her to unite herfetf to 
a rich difagreeabfc old man, while her 
heart was attached to the moft amiable, 
the moft charming youth in the world. 

That youth fhe now ftione oa, in fidl 
lulture, the regard he a6tually had for 6> 
Bear a relation, the rcfped due to her raok, 
and immenfe fortune, and the conlkleration 
of family obligations, aU operated on the 
mind of young Herbert, and induced him 
to treat Cecilia with afFeftion as well as 
politcnefsi when they walked, Ihe hung 

C 4 on 
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on hi^ arm ; he was her efcort when on horlc- 
back ; and tho' he faid he did not now lov& 
dancing, when he was forced into it, Ce- 
cilia^ was his partner, and he was her beau 
on every occafion ; indeed, Ihe had not a 
doubt of her abfolute rule in his heart \ 
but however pleafing. fuch a lover was la 
the country, fhew, equipage, and the dear 
round of fafhionable pleafures, were in 
London a thoufand times more delight- 
ful \ fo that tho' Ihe yet profeffed, and did 
feel a penchant for her coufin Charles, 
Ihe by no means defigned him the fu- 
preme favour of her hand and fortune. 

Cecilia's idea of the increafing love of 
Mr. Herbert was in fome degree confirmed 
by an alteration in his temper, and ihe im- 
puted it to the refpeftful timidity that tied 
his tongue ; this alteration was^ I mutt 
own, not of the moft brilliant kind ; from 
the beft tempered, chearful creature exift - 
ing, he was become peevifli and melancho- 
ly i man delighted not him, whatever wo- 
men might do; even Cecilia*s company 
was often avoided, and a folitary ramble 

preferred 
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pttferfed to her lively converfation ; his 
appetite failed, and a general languor 
pervaded his whole frame i. Mrs. Herbert,, 
grieved at an alteration, which alarmed' 
her for his health, and Mr. Herbert, who 
hated Wales himfelf, condemned that: 
charming retirement as the caufc of hisv 
fon's change. 

When the ladies furprifed our heroine^ 
as I have related, at the parfonage, fhe 
was deep in thought on the inftability o*- 
all human felicity j Mils Edwin's arrival 
at Uandore fhe had heard of, and figured 
to herfclf the fame happy parties,; in which, 
flie had heretofore been; her feat in the 
grove, her voice in the Trio, her courted 
judgment and applaufe at the readings,, 
were now affumed by Cecilia, — and a deep, 
ligh followed thofe reflexions.— -tears 
ftarting into her eyes, when they were dif- 
perfed by the fight of thofe who had ex.- 
cited them, 

Mifs Herbert feverely reproached our 
heroine for her long and frequent abfences 
from the caftle;.. and Cecilia infiftcd no- 

G 5 thing 
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thing now muft keep her from . thence. 
The emaciated looks and weak ftate of 
health in which they faw Mrs. Manfel, 
were Anna's beft apology for the feeming 
negleft of her friends, and the intended 
journey to the fea mentioned with regret, 
as fhe would ftill longer be deprived of the 
honour of attending them-i the ladies,. 
however, would not ftir, without her pro- 
mife of (pending fbme part of.every day 
with them tilt her departure. 

Mrs. Manfel, tho' the company of" my 
heroine was the only thing befides that of 
her hufband's, in which fhe delighted, 
confidering the importance of the ac- 
quaintance of people of rank to her young 
orphan, readily confented to their requeft, 
and fhe engaged to fpend the next day 
with them. 

This appointment was a dagger to the 
heart of Wilkinfon, who was prefent, but 
it was not to be prevented, nor, what was 
worfe, could he poffibly attend her, as he 
was eng^j^ed to go to Briftol on bufinefs 
of the iron works with Mr. Herbert i he 

was 
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was loft in the anguifli of his own reflec- 
tions when the Llandore family left the 
parfonage, and as Anna, (intent on her own 
thoughts, fat at the window, her eye ea- 
gerly following their fteps, as they de- 
fcended the Hope, but fooa unable to 
conquer her emotions) turned from the ' 
fight of the gay Cecilia, hanging on the 
arm of her coufin Charles, and meeting 
the dejefted look of her defponding lover, 
all her diflike changed to pity. 

Low fpirits, a complaint very new to 
her, fhe had been lately much troubled 
with i a fit now feized her, tears filled her 
eyes, and fighs rent her bofom: Wilkin- 
fon faw not one, nor heard the other ; his. 
heart was too full of his own vexation, to 
attend to any thing elfe ; and to prevent a 
renewal of the intimacy at the Caftle, was 
the fubjeft of his prefent meditation j Anna 
had long left the room before he was fenfi- 
ble he was alone ; no remedy, no invention 
offering to aid his wifhes, he was obliged to 
take leave of the family, with his heart torn 
by regret, jealoufy and apprchcnfipn. . 

C6 CHAP.. 
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CHAPTER XXVm, 



Mere Love Matters. 



JL HE next morning after having tried 
every gown and cap her wardrobe afFojd- 
cd, and confulted for a much longer pe- 
riod than ufual, her glafs> before it was 
poflible to determine on thofc moft becqm- 
ing her completion, Anna at laft fixed oa 
a fprigged muflin gown, tied with lay- 
lock ribband, a chip hat, decorated wi^ 
the fame colour> and her own fine hair^ 
fattened up with a comb. 

Blooming and frefli as the blowing 
myrtle in her bofom, flic began her way 
to the Cattle by the fame path, where flie 
had the interview with Herbert, which 
was fo deeply engraved on her memory; 
when the turning path prefented itfelf to 
her view, her confcious blood mounted in 

her 
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her check, a figh involuntary forced its 
way — fhc flopped. 

A rufUing among the trees announced^ 
an intruder, who appeared in the diftant 
figure of Herbert i — he was prefently be- 
fore hen 

He apologized for a fecond time in- 
truding on her privacy, and afked with a 
fmile, '^ am I now in danger of inter- 
rupting an affignation ?" 

Anna, picqued at the quefti<Mi, walked 
on with a flight courtefy. 

The offence was increafed by a farther 
enquiry, whether the happiefl of all hap- 
py men were to meet, or overtake her ? 

When he fpokc intelligibly, fhe would 
anfwer. 

He faw fhe was angry, he told her ; but 
froward fpirits, fpoiled by indulgence,, 
were apt to be ungovernable. 

" Meaning mine. Sir ? anfwered Anna- 

Oh, no ! returned he, fighing. 

Mr. Wilkinfon's then? 

*^ Nor him neither !'' 

Your 
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, Your Own Sir ? fmiling. 

Ah ! anfwercd Herbert, that frnlle, that 
look ! — ytSy madam, I own, mine is the un- 
governable, the froward, and repining, 
4>irit, your indulgence has ruined.. 

Anna looked aftonilhed. 

You are furprized — but do you con- 
ceive It nothing, to be bleft in your fo- 
ciety ! to hear the accents of divinity from 
your lips ! to have no one defire beyond- 
beholding you ! to be fed by your fmiles, 
with the fond hopes of your friendlhip L 
and have thofe bleflings dearer, heaven 
knows, than cxiftence, at once torn away L 
to fee alpfence and cold referve take place. 
of friendfhip, and condefcenfion ! Ah ! 
Anna, never, never may you feel the an* 
guifh of unrequited ^iV»^^/p/ 

But I leave you — whatever are my own^ 
feelings, let me not a fecond time wound 
yours. 

With thefe words, the unaccountable 
Herbert difappeared,^ leaving Anna, in a 
ftatc of mind^ that would have again 

tempted 



ANNA. 6j 

tempted her return to the parfonagc, 
had Ihe not feared to alarm her friends. 

With trembhng fteps ihe purfucd the 
path to the'Caftle, and was met- at a little 
diftance from it by Miis Edwin and Patty 
Herbert i Charles foon joining them, in 
company with fome young ladies and 
gendemen, who by invitatioa dmed 
there, 

A harp and violin being in the neigh- 
bourhood, Mrs. Herbert procured their 
attendance ; and a little ball in the after- 
noon gave Mifs Edwin an opportunity o£ 
exhibiting to advantage her graceful per - 
fon in a minuet with young Herbert 5 they 
were both defervedly applauded ^ and a 
young lady who fat by Anna> whifpered 
her, the two coufins looked born for each 
other i it was pity they fhould ever be 
parted j did not fhe think fo ? She bowed 
affent^ but her tongue refufed its office. 
A partner in the country dances offering, 
Ihe flood up> glad to efcape a difcourfe, 
Ihe found hcrfclf unable to fupport. 

When 
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When they broke up and Mrs. Her- 
bert's carriage waited to carry Anna homc,- 
her breaft bow was loft ; fhe was fure fhe 
had it on when fhe went down the dance ;, 
that Patty confirmed ; fomc invifible power 
had certainly fecretcd itj — the room was 
fearched over and over ; no bow could be 
found, and fhe was obliged to go homc^ 
without it; the fame ill fuccefs attended 
her enquiries next morning — it was no 
more heard of. 

Anna continued her daily vifits to the 
Caftlej their party quaree was enlivened 
by little concerts; Herbert played very 
well on the flute ; Cecilia took her harp,. 
Patty her guittar, and Anna fat to the 
organ; they walked, they chatted; every 
heart feemed in unifon, even Cecilia's for- 
got its gay flirtations, and refted on the 
peaceful delights of friendfhip and retire- 
ment; but a fad, a fatal reverfc awaited 
©ur young heroine. 

Mrs. Manfel grew daily worfe; her de-- 
dining health filled Anna with grief and: 

anguilh;. 
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anguifh; the cjay was fixed for their de- 
parture, and Ihe went for the laft time- to 
the Cattle, where as it was to be a farewel 
vifit, Ihe ftayed the night; the folemn 
cloud which overfpreads the interview of 
friends who are on the point of parting^ 
Was never more vifible than in this evening 
at Llandore Caftle; reftlefs and uneafy^ 
they all retired early; and the morning on 
which Anna was tp be taken from this 
fcene of felicity, broke on her fleeplefs 
eyes with little comfort, and lefs hope. 

Tired of a bed on which fhe had unavail- 
ingly courted reft, in hopes the air would 
help to difpcl the oppreffion of her hearty 
flie walked out; the dear Ipot Ihe was 
about to leave c<Mitained her warmeft af- 
fections ; Mifs Herbert would be gone, be- 
fore fhe returned ; Mrs. Manfel's health in 
fuch a melancholy ftate, what alterations, 
might not happen, for ever to divide her 
from charafters (he loved arid revered I Mr,. 
Herbert and Cecilia would undoubtedly- 
f<w>n be united ; God blefi them, faid Ihe 

aloudji, 
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aloud, juft as flie was met by the iden- 
tical bridegroom fier fancy had painted. 

^' And who, Mifs Manfel, is fo happy as- 
*^ to be the objeft of your early orifons I 
*^ had my friend Wilkinfon been here, hc- 

would have been pleafed at your em- 

phatical tbem, fince fuch folicitudc for 
*' one even of your own fex, muft be en* 
« viable." 

Is it not natural^ Sir, returned flie, for 
me, who have fo many obligations to the 
inhabitants of the place I am fo foon ta 
leave, to be fervent in my wilhes for their 
happinefs ? 

And were they then. Madam,, the fub- 
jefts of your thoughts ! and may I a(k„ 
were the males of the family included in 
the blefling ? 

Indeed, Sir, they were, faid Anna,, with 
the moft engaging carneftnefe and fim- 
pHcityi. 

And God blefs you too, moft amiable 
and lovely of women, anfwered Herbert 5 
*' I have much to be forgiven for> Mifs 

" ManfcU 
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'^ Manfel ; but I know fo well the fwect- 
** ncfs of your difpofition, I have no fear, 
*' but my heart, if laid open at your feet, 
^^ would be more the objedl of your com- 
paflion than refentment -, if I have been 
the unhappy fource of uneafinefs to you, 
** believe me it was without defign 5 the 
*^ efforts of reafon, rcfleftion, and ho- 
n our, may have been in fome few mo- 
ments fince I have known you, too 
weak to conquer feelings that have re- 
" ceived additional flrength from con«* 
^^ current circumftances, or to conceal 
" wifhes incompatible with my own peace 
*' and yours > yet, in my lucid intervals, 
'^ and thofe I truft are many, my whole 
" foul is interefted in your honour and 
*^ felicity j adieu. Madam, if my indifcre- 
*^ tions revive in your imaginations, rcr 
*' mcniber in the moment when my heart 
'^ was burfting with its iccret woe,. I 
*^ prayed for your happincfs, and tore 
'* myfelf away/' 

•^ Remember!** repeated the agitated 
Anna. " Oh ! that I could learn to for- 
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<^ get," following his quick ftcps wit& 
her fwimming eyes, as he left her. 

It was not poffible now to mifconftrue 
his meaning; hopes, which he had hi- 
therto repelled, filled her heart; his 
trembling, his faultering, his hefitation> 
could have but one fource. 

And am I then, faid fhe, exultingly, be- 
loved by Charles Herbert! who can tellj. 
if bleficd with birth and fortune, I might 
have been his choice j enviable attractions I 
did I ever regret your want before ! 

But I may admire his virtues, I may 
relpeft his principles, nay I may love the 
guarded purity of his paflion, whife I am 
fingle, without injuring myfclf or him? 
and what is there on this fide heaven, that 
can give an equivalent for even fo poor a 
gratification ? 

This interview gave Anna fpirits; fhe- 
returned to the houfe, and after fpending 
the day there, fhe was fetched home by 
the reftori who then took leave of the 
young ladies, Mrs. Herbert having been 
fo good as to take her tea at the parfon- 

agc^ 
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age with the worthy Mrs» Manfel, with 
M^hom fhc parted with the lincereft wilhes 
for the re-eftabli(hment of her heakh, and 
wgret for the occafion of their fepara«r 
tion. Herbert did not appear; he had 
rode out^ and returned not till Anna had 
Jeft the Caftlc. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



Tie Houfe of Mourning. 



X HE following morning Mr, and Mrs. 
Manfel, with Anna^ fet out for Swan- 
fea. 

Neither the falutary iea breezes, nor 
the briny medicine, were of the leaft fer- 
vice to Mrs* Manfel, whofe diforder in- 
creafed beyond all human aid; and her 
weakneis fometimes rendering it impof- 
fible to carry her in a chaife i willing to 
try every thing, fhe was conveyed by wa- 
ter to the Briftol Hot Wells. 

Here fhe continued till after Chriftmas, 
in vain hopes of receiving benefit from 
the waters and phyficians. Mr. Manfel's 
diftrefs is not to be conceived. — To gra- 
tify him only, his beloved wife (laid there ; 

but 
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hnt at laft^ finding all would not do^ fhc 
begged to refign her breath at the Par- 
ibnage -, and fo eager was the worthy wo- 
man to get there, fhc fupported herfelf 
in her long journey much better than 
x:ould be expefted. 

She was brought in a litter the lafl four 
ftages, followed by the tears and prayers of 
the inhabitants, through the village to her 
own houfe ; where with an unruffled mind 
and quiet confcience, fhe waited the eter- 
nal fiat. 

During the awful interval that pafled 
-between the time when every hope of her 
recovery had left them to that of her dif- 
folution, the anguilh of her hufband and 
young friend may be better conceived 
than defcribed. 

The folemn and hopelefs inquiries of 
the neighbours, the lamentations of the 
poor, the grief of the fervants, were faint 
cpitomies of the feverc forrows of the in- 
-cdnfolable hufband, and of the affedion- 
tae orphan* 

The 
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' The parfonagc, fo late the fccne of pcr- 
fcft tranquility, of chearful content, and 
uninterrupted peace, was now literally a 
houfc of mourning, . 

In this fcene of poignant forrow, al- 
though every moment when abfent from 
the dying faint's apartment^ Anna was 
drowned in tears by her bed-fidc Ihe was 
the fcrene companion of the friend fhe lov- 
ed j ihe was her nurfe, fhe read to her; and 
when . the broken-hearted hufband could 
•officiate in his holy office, fervendy joined 
in th^ facred devotion of a death bed; 
while Mrs. Manfel dofcd, with true iiliai 
piety fhe exerted her utmoft power to com* 
fort the grieving reftor, though her own 
feelings were unfupportable. 

On the 2^ th of January, ajfter very ftrong 
ftniggles for one who had been gradually 
weakening fo'long, it pkafed God to take 
to himfel a woman who had ferved him 
all her days : her refignation and fortitude 
during her painful and lingering diforder, 
was the laft, and not leaft valuable leflbn 
left to Anna, in whofc arms Ihe expired j 

and 
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mi who, contrary to the itiodcs of the times 
which authorifes depofiting the corpfe of 
our beft friend in a vacant apartment, con- 
tinued to (it and fleep in the room until the 
eighth day; when, having (led by Mr. 
Manfel, and followed by the parifhioners 
of Ubuidore) feen her remains depofited in 
the chancel of the church, dicy retired, 
each to their apartments, unable to meet 
at that table where now the voice that 
<heered and inftruded, was heard no more^ 

Her laft injunftions to Anna were to 
follow the counfcl of Mr. Manfelj and 
her laft re^juell to her hufband, never to 
forfake or deny parental care to the child 
of her heart. 

Mr. Manfel had a miaden fitter who had 
been fent for by Mrs. Manfel (when at 
Swanfet (he faw no hope of her fpeedy re- 
turn) to take cai:e of the family, and had, 
at Anna's reque(t, been continued in the 
houfe. After Mrs. Manfel's death, ' her 
ftay was ftill ntccSkry ; but if it had not 
fceen fo, (he would have had no inclinatioa 
to leave a warm, full houfc, for her own 
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little cotts^/ where flic lived on a very 
fmall income. 

Mrs. Jane Manfel was in the fiftieth 
year of her celibacy, and valued herfelf on 
her notability and fine fhape ; few women 
could vie with her in either i fhe was, in- 
deed, faving to a proverb, and fmall to a 
fault : fte was ill tempered, fandy haired, 
^ami fallow compleftioned ; fhe had not 
yet given up the hopes of matrimony, for 
which purpofe, ever fincc flie had refided 
at the Parfonage, fhe had been making a 
hoard of every thing in kind to tempt, 
where no other attraction was to be found. 
\ Such a fubflitute for the faint they had 
loft, foon occafioned an alteration in the 
parfon's family: the man and maid, who 
were the happy domcftics of the beft ma- 
nager and miftrefs on earth, refigncd their 
places, which were immediately filled by 
thofc, who knew nothing more than was 
necefTary in a common farm houfe, and 
who, from a fimilarity of minds and man- 
ners, were the favourites of Mrs*. Jane. 

When 
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Whenf Mr Manfcl was preftnt, nothing 
could exceed the fiiwning fpccioufnefs of 
this woman's behaviour to Anna j but the 
monicnt his back was turned, her never- 
failing topics were leffons of induftry to 
young people, deKvercd to her maid, but 
evidently meant at Anna. — She hated to 
fee thofe who are able, and having no- 
thing of ^ their own, unwilling to work, 
loitering about as if their whole bufinefs 
in the world was to be maintained at 
other people's expence, f 

Thofe Icfturcs, which had lalways wit-^ 
nefles, and her own want of fpirits, which 
were funk to the loweft ebb, foon leflcned 
the confequence of Anna at the Parfon- 
agc, and placed her in a fituation very little 
to be envied. She did not like, by inform- 
ing Mr. Manfcl of his fitter's cpndu6V, to 
embroil him in family difpute, and much 
lefe did fhc choofe to fubmit to the • infults 
of a woman ; who, if fhe had been of a to- 
lerable temper, was fo extremely ignorant 
and low bred, it was impoffible to affo- 
ciate with her. 

D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Manfcl's grief for his wife was of 
|hc kind to laft long ; it vented not itfelf 
in words, it fubfided not in the overflow- 
ings which dropped from his eyes; his foul 
was the manfion of integrity j there^ in 
every fentiment, in every thought, he 
found renewed the memory of his . Maria : 
nothing of goodnefs flruck his imagina* 
tion unaccompanied with her idea; the 
violence of his forrow, indeed, abated, as 
he brought himfelf to confider flie had 
but preceded him jn the rich reward of 
virtue. But when alone, when he could 
uninterruptedly recal her voice, her adion^ 
and her wifdom , he fancied himfelf yet 
in her fociety i he was, therefore, fcldom 
vifible but in the difchargc of his duties 
md at meals s nor was it always that he 
accompanied them on thofe occafions; 
the chearful board, the innocent chat, the 
comfortable firefide were now no more ; and 
Anna fo conftantly reminded of this, be- 
jgan to conceive the living a burden on 
honed pains-taking people, Ihamcful and 
lunncccffary : yet loath to hurt or offend 

Mn 
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Mr. Manfel, it was with great reluftancc, 
and not till perfpnally and diredHy af- 
fronted by Mrs. Jane, fhe could raife her 
Ipirits fufficiently to propofe leaving him. 

Mr. Manfel heard her with forrow and 
furprife ; he entreated her to confider well 
the ftep fhe was taking; queftioned her 
about his family ; begged Ihe would mo- 
dulate it as (he pleafed. Wilkinfon, though 
he called fometimes, had received his defi- 
nitive anfwer : he was no longer trouble- 
fomc, what could be her motives ? 

Fully refolved to conceal the, caufe of her 
difguft, and too much irritated to remain 
fubjeft to the ignorant caprice of Mrs- 
Jane, (he faid it was neceflTary for her ta 
lay down fome plan for her way of life. 
Servitude muft be her laft reiource : (he 
heard there were means in the metropolis 
by which women of good education might 
earn a decent lubufcencc, with a tokrable 
appearance: ani another ftrong mocive 
for her v/ifnin.?^ ro go, wis her c'cfire to 
learn ^vcry. particular of her origin, that 
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flic might try to get fomc knowledge o£ 
her family. 

Mr. Manfel, who knew it was not m 
his power to provide longer for her than 
' he lived, felt the propriety, of her reafons 
though he fecretly wiftied fhe had not been 
fo nice about fervitude, as he thought the 
Edwins might have aflifted her : he, there- 
fore, ccafed to oppofe her intentions, but 
took every method to make her journey 
comfortable. 

The fifty pounds Lady Edwin (cnt her 
remained untouched, notwithftanding all 
the money Mrs. Manfel had faved was ex- 
pended, and fome debts tinavoidably con- 
trafted i this money and Mrs. Manfel's 
clothes he infifted on her taking; every 
thing belonging to her departed friend 
was dear to her : but as to the note, all his 
pleadings could not induce her to take 
more than twenty pounds. 

Still the good man was very loath to part 
with her ; but finding her bent on goings 
he took her himlclf to Brecknock, and 
having obtained the promife from her of 

returning 
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(cturning to him, as her home, they parted 
with tears and regret on both fides i his 
laft words as he piit her in the coach be- 
iogt "Remember you have a home, and 
" I am your father/' 



CHAPTER XXX. 



A Journey to London. 

XtLNNA took Bath in her way, and was 
received by Mrs. Herbert and Patty with 
the fame kindnefs and friendfhip (he was 
ufed to at Llandore. They prefled her 
to flay but fhe was too eager to get to 
London, to comply with their invitation. 
She hinted to them her circumftances, and 
Mrs. Herbert infilled on troubling her 
with a card to Lady Edwin, Cecilia be- 
ing with Mifs Turbvillc in Bcdfordfhire ; 
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and Fatty told ber, with great joy, that hef 
Coufin Hugh, who was cxpeftcd every 
day, was tg be married as foon as he came> 
when they ihould aU be in London* 
They agreed to continue riieir corre^KMi- 
dence; and after two days flay, Anna 
again fet out on her journey. 

She was met by Mr. Dakon at -the inn> 
\vho was apprized of her combg by a let- 
ter from Mr. Manfel. 

The time which had pafled fo happily 
with our heroine, had produced many al- 
terations in the fituation of Dalton; the 
clergyman, to whofe humanity he owed 
his curacy, was dead, and his fucceflpr 
ciiofe to place a relation of his own in die 
cure. A twelvemonth had paffcd without 
2py profpeft of again meeting an employ 
that would feed his family. Unfacccfsfui 
in all his applications for a church, he, at 
jail, fought favour among his old friends 
the ]V5[ethodifts > froin one of thofc people 
he got a recommendation- to a gentleman 
who headed and patronized the fed, and 
was indeed a good Samaritan,. 
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In pofeffion of a large and clear eftate, 
as well as merchandize to all parts of the 
globej Mr. Thornhill had the power of 
putting into pradice the lovely attributes 
of charity and benevolence, as literally 
laid down by his divine Preceptor ; to feed 
the luingry, -to clothe the naked, and to 
pour balm into the wounds of enemies as 
well as friends, were the bulinels of his 
life i if, in the extenGve line of his cha- 
rities, he knew a preference, it was to the 
ftrid profeflbrs of his own religion i a 
parti^ity the more cxcufable, as never 
the afflidted of either fex were turned- un- 
relieved from his gates. This gentleman^ 
in the fervency of his zeal, had lately 
built a fmall chapel in a viU^ about fix 
miles from the metropolis ; the number of 
artificers employed in its neighbourhood 
was a temptation to the good man to en- 
dow it, and place there a preacher who 
would be attentive and induftrious in his 
holy calling. 

Dalton's application for charity, as a 
preacher with a numerous offspring out of 

D 5 bread. 
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bread, and defl itutc of means for rhcir flip- 
port, fortunately came at this period to the 
hands of Mr. ThornhiJl, whofe compaf^ 
fion for the individual was increafed by his 
general good will to his fellow creatures, 
on whofe account the chapel was ereftedi 
he relieved the necefiities, painted in a very 
ftrong light by ~ Dalton, and placed him 
in the new meeting, rent free, and gave 
him fifty pounds a year for life. In tjiis 
fituation he was when he received the un- 
welcome news of Anna's return to his pro- 
teftion; however, by his wife's advice, he 
went to the inn where the coach ftopt, in 
order to conduft her to his houfe. 

Mrs. Dalton: received her very kindly,, 
and her kindnefs was much encreafed by 
the prefent of a brown fatin night gown of 
Mrs. Manlel's for herfelf, and aH the re- 
mains of the finery brought from Melmt>tli 
Lodge, as well as the clothes llie had out 
grown fince, for her children, who were 
dilpofed of different ways, except the cldeft 
daughter, who had ferved out her appren- 
tice fhip to the mantuamaker, and naw 

worked 
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worked at her bufinefs, paying her father 
for her board and lodging. 

The next morning Dalton told Anna> 
with very little ceremony, it was time for 
her to think of fome mode of living, with- 
out being a hanger-on from one to the 
other. Thefe were her own fentiments i but 
{he could have difpenfed wich his coarfe 
opinion on the matter, delivered without 
feeling or judgment. The contraft be- 
tween this addrefs and tho& ihe had lately 
been ufed to, flruck her fo forcibly, (he 
could not immediately anfwer; and her 
filence being interpreted by him into a de- 
fign of fixing herfelf on him, he wifely re- 
folved to let her know, fhe muft not ex- 
ped to live with him ; and he was on the 
point of being ftiU lefs attentive to the 
laws of hofpitality, when a qucftion from 
her brought the blood into the cheeks of 
himielf and his wife/ It was to know 
the particulars of his firft meeting her j 
when and where it was ; and laftly, what 
the things that were brought by the de- 

P 6 ceafed 
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.ceafed to the lodgings confined afy aai 
what was become of them ? 

After a little paufe, whidi, if our he- 
roin^ had the k^ knowledge of guilt her* 
iielf> muil hzv^ gtven birth to fofpicions 
not y^ry fevourabk to her reverend &iend> 
he told her where flie was brought hj her 
father^ but that not onlj the woman who 
came with her was moved> that the very 
houie (which was true) w^s pidled down» 
mid another buik on the ipot ; that the 
things coafiftcd of a few wearaWes> which 
hsid been fold without referve to defray the 
expences of the iunerat ; and tiist he had, 
by advertifement> and every enquiry in hi& 
power, endeavoured to find out to whom 
Ihe belonged, without fucccfs j that by the 
fun-burnt compkxion of both the maa 
^d woman, he concluded they came from 
abroad. 

This account entirely baniflied every 
hope of learning any thing of her origin. 
It was very unhkely ihe, who was fo en- 
tirely ignorant of the world, fliould fuc- 
cecd better in her refcarches than Mr. Dal- 

ton. 
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ton, who was fo much intercftcd in find- 
ing fome one to take off hts hands, a chHd^ 
who had no other ckifm on hka but thofe 
of charity. 

Her next thought was to ddivcr Mrs» 
Heibert^s card to Lady Edwin, in hopes, 
by that Lady's patronage, Ihe might be 
fible to fix on fome means for her future 
fidDfiftence. 

She accordingly went in the mcH-ning 
ftage, and was fet <k>wn in Whitechapel. 
The ftreets were very dirty j wholly unac« 
quainted with London and its culloms, 
flie had no idea of taking a coach } through 
the wet, therefore, fhc walked, inquiring 
at every tummg the way to Grolvenor- 
iquare, which Ihe readied in three hours, 
having fometimes received right direc- 
tions, and oftcner wrong, to the great 
entertainment of the witty crackers of fo 
pleafant a joke. 

Tired and fplalhed, at length flie arri- 
ved at the door of Lady Edwin, which two 
or thite chairs and a dozen powdered fops, 

in 
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in livery furrounded: theie fh^ had to 
pufh her way through. 

The impudeiKe, the vices, and the follies 
of their employers, kre> in general, fo ex- 
a6Uy copied by thofe party-coloured gen- 
tlemen, that when I have faid thofe. in 
waiting belonged to fome o( the firft and 
mo& difEpated families in the kingdom, I 
need not add, the fight of a modeft young 
woman had in it too much novelty to pafs 
unnoticed or infulted. With great diffi- 
culty ^(as they ran all their undaunted faces 
under her hat) (he reached the porter, who, 
with a fettled grin and witty fneer at his 
companions, Itood waiting to receive her. 

, To her modejft queftion of, " h Lady 
" Edwin at. home ?" ihe was anfwered 
with a gruff. No, and a fupercilious flare ; 
and then unfortunately her fpotted clothes, 
attrafting the notice of the too-well-kept> 
idle wretches round her, (he was faluted 
with a loud laugh. 

Aflonifhed at fuch brutal rudenefs, fuch 
wanton unprovoked inlblcnce, and terri- 
fied with the apprchcnfions of what infults 

might 
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might fai;thcr be ofFcrcd her, Ihc was 
haftily going from the door, when a foot* 
man belon^ng to the houfe, ftruck with 
her beauty, recoUefting Lady Edwin's 
woman had juft difcharged her maid, and 
promifmg himfelf (for he was a perfon of 
great gallantry) his preient condefcenlion 
might be rewarded with future favour, bid 
her come in, and civilly afked her bu(inefs» 
Mrs. Herbert's name eleftrified the whole 
crew; thofe belonging to che vifitors* 
chairs flunk off*, and the furly porter tak- 
ing the card, rang for Lady Edwin's own 
man who begged her to walk in ; at the 
fame time opening the door of an elegant 
and fpacious parlour, faid his lady had 
company, but he would deliver the card 
the moment they went. — ^Here to her 
great comfort Ihe found a large fire> at 
which ihc dried her feet, and had time to 
fet her clothes in a little better order, as 
it was full two hours b cfore Ihe as ad- 
mitted to Lady Edwin. 

The cordiality of her reception made 
am|}le amends for the mortifications fhe 

had 
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had received at the door : the lady em- 
braced her with great afFeftion, condoled 
with her on her feble dre&, and expj-eflecj 
hcrfclf much pleafed at Mr?. Hcrbert^s 
fending her to Grofvehor-fquare. 

Struck with a kindnefs flie did not ex- 

% 

peft, our heroine burft into tears. 

Lady Edwin's goodnefs increafed with 
this mark of fenfibility ; (he had a real re- 
gard for her, and when Ihe heard from 
Mrs. Herbert, the decfining ftate of Mrs. 
Manfel's health, Ihe thought the having 
fuch a young perfon about her in quality of 
a companion, would be both convenient 
and agreeable : — ^Mifs Edwin troubled her 
with very little of her company j ihe grew 
corpulent and indolent; public places Ihe 
was weary of, and going out much fatigued 
without amufing her. Lady Edwin liked 
cards, and her routs were crowded by the 
firll people J but there were many hours 
which an elegant Icnfible young woman 
would very acceptably fill; flie, therefore, 
direftly propofed to Anna living with her 
on the footing of a companion, and faid 

Jh€ 
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Ihc would compliment her with fifty 
pounds a year for clothes. 

It cannot be doubted but this offer W2^ 
gratefully accepted; and fo defirous w^ 
the lady of -haying her immediately there, 
an early -diniier was ordered^ and the 
coach cisu'ried her to D^ton's^ with direc* 
tions to wait lor apd bring her back. 

When Dalton *^faw fo elegant a carr 
riage flop at his door and A^ina alight froip 
it, hecould fcarce believe his eyes -, with- 
undiflembled joy he heard how fortunate 
flie had been j he congratulated her upon her 
more brilliant profpedts and^ never out of his 
way, begged, if an opportunity offered, fhc 
would put in a word for hi m to Lady Edwin, 
whofe poor countryman he was. 

Her baggage not having been unpacked 
was foon ready, and once more Mr. Dalton 
had the pleafure of feeing himfelf freed 
from his care of Anna : Ihe returned to 
Grofvenor-fquare early in the evening :— • 
Lady Edwin, very much pleafed with the 
graricude and alacrity ihr h?^ ^ -v. /i, or- 
dered a piece of bUck nlk m adJiric*^ '^o 

wrat 
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what Ihe already had, and gave direftious 
to her own tradeipeople to equip her in a 
faflnonable flile^ as her night was to be the 
third after. 

In the intermediate fpace fhe did not 
fail acquainting Mr. Maniel with her fi* 
tuation, or thanking Mrs. Herbert for the 
friendly recommendation which had pro- 
cured her the honour of Lady Edwin't 
favour, a hair-dreflcr having cut and tor- 
tured her charming ringlets into likeneik 
of nothing human, and drefled in faihion- 
able mourning, Anna followed Lady Ed- 
win into her drawing room. 
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CHAPTER XXXL 



Bgb Uft. 

JLiADY Edwin's doors opened at nine, 
but it was near eleven before the card ta- 
bles were all filled- This fcenc was per- 
feftly novel to our heroine, and excited 
no lefs curiofity than wonder j fhe, who 
had hitherto looked on vifiting as a me* 
thod of keeping up the connexion of 
femilies and friends, could not conceive 
the pleafure of entertaining fuch a num- 
ber of people by a fingle courtefy ta 
each peribn as they entered, and an ar« 
rangemenc of the tables, any* more than 
fhe could reconcile it to her ideas of cl« 
vility for people to leave the houfc with- 
out even that little ceremony, or beftow- 
ing a look at the lady of the manfion ; 
the conftant fucceffion of feathered ladie$. 
and painted beaus. who juO: glided round 

the 
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the rooms and retired, particularly ftruck 
her, as a very unmeaning mode of pair- 
ing their time. 

She was, however, drawn out of one 
furprife and thrown into another, by a moft 
polite and flattering addrefs from a male 
figure, who begged -Lady Edwin to intro* 
duce him to the lovely Itranger ; her ladj^ 
4hip^s ready compliance with this requeft^ 
convinced Anna it was a perfon of conie* 
quence who made it, which his ridiculous 
appearance rendered at firft rather dpubt- 
ful, to one who knew not that nothing in 
that ftile was beneath our modern nobles. 

He was a tall, elderly perfonage, whole 
fatin waiftcoat and breeches were out- 
pinked by the rouge on his cheeks, and 
that beautifully contrafted by the white 
daubings on the other parts of his hag- 
gard face ; he had a wide mouth, which 
the art of his dentift contrived to fill 
with a double row of falfe teethe he was 
fond of his height, and to keep up the 
appearance of youth ap*^ vio-itr he wore 
ftays; ht was of iiich'^;' ^nv r"\.3 con- 
ftitution, that the fmht of bt-^utv ':*,- 
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in a flame, and the ihew and variety o£ 
his miftrefles could only be equalled by 
his ftud of hories ; his hair was curioufly 
frized out at the fides, in clofe imitation of 
the royal Adonis ; he wore a blue ribband 
and was vaftly addi£ted to falling in love. 

He approached Anna with a ghafHy 
ftare, which he miftook for a languifhing 
ogle, and which would certainly have pro- 
voked her rifible faculties, had not Lady 
Edwin announced him the Duke of — — . . 
To laugh at a Duke would have been 
Ihocking -, to re§>eft him impoffibie ; Ihe 
was, therefore, an angel, a goddefs, and 
every thing divine, ivithout raifing her va- 
nity i and his Grace wounded, mifcrable, 
and dying, without exciting her pity ; ihe 
had too much good fenfe to feel any thing 
but contempt, for a man, whofe ambition 
it was to take the lead in foUy and diffi- 
j>ation, when not only his age but confti- 
tution called for reformation and warm 
flannels, and was not long able to conceal 
her difguft j the ducal title filled her with 
awe, but the poor animal who bore it 

foon 
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foon deprived himfelf of rcfpeft ; flic in- 
voluntary turned her back on his eloquence, 
his dignity, and his admiration. 

The marked manner in which his Grace 
iingled out our heroine, called forth the 
glances of the beaus, who> dear creatures ! 
to a man are all purblind ; and the ladies, 
not to be behind them in defcfts, were 
fo good as to lifp out their inquiries of 
" Who is fhe, and what is flie ?'* 

Thcfe general obftrvations made her 
truly ridiculous; flie aftually was out of 
countenance; her modeft eyes withdrew 
from the gaze of curiofity ; a piece of ill- 
breeding any modern belle would try to 
blulh at. But poor awkward thing . flic 
foon ceafed to be an interefting objeft, 
except to a few diflipated married men; 
for it being by fome means whilpered, that 
flic was the daughter of a Welfli parfon, 
whom Lady Edwin had taken as a com- 
panion to Mifs Edwm, the ladies were 
caly and the beaus fatisfied. 

This, far from mortifying Anna, left her 

tp enjoy her own obfcrvation, which brought 
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home thmgs to her recolleftion Icfs rfefirablc 
than poverty and dependence. The infipid 
evening paflcd, and the rooms cleared at 
one o'clock; Sir William, Lady. Edwin, 
and Anna, then fat down to fupper, and 
retired about two. 

One evening Mifs Manfel received a 
leflfon for all the company they received, 
or the vifits they paid -, and very foon was 
fee fo well acquainted with the etiquette 
on thefe occafions, as to take all fatigue 
from Lady Edwin, who fat down to cards in 
the firft party, leaving the ceremonial part to 
her- When fee was entirely fettled, and her 
thoughts at liberty, nothing to wife for but 
the continuance of Lady Edwin's favour 
-the paft fccnes would often return to her 
imagiii4tion, was itpoffible, was fee indeed 
fettled under the roof of Lady Edwin, 
could it be, and feould fee again fee and 
converfe with Charles Herbert ? Yes, 
fee remembered his parting words j but, 
alas 1 what end could it anfwer ? Better, 
far better would it be to forget he 
^xiftedj was he not eigaged, and that 

to 
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to her fi4end> the daughter of her benefac- 
trefs i was it riot unjult tod ungrateful to 
vnSci xo fupplant a perfon, who had fo 
many claims to a contrary conduft ? And, 
indeed, if that Were not the cafe, if he 
were free, were it likely he would think of 
her, would his iamily pride ftoop to a girl 
in her dependent ftate, one who had not the 
benefits common to the refufe of fociety, 
who knew not a creature of her blood, 
and who was totally deftitute of the 
means of fubfiftcnce but from the charity 
of ftrangers ? Certainly no j well, then, 
fhe would xefolvc to think no itiorc of 
lum>-^uj: 

'< Thoaght repelledj refenting^ rallies, 
•* And doubles every woe.'' 

A letter from Mr, Manfel, in which the 
good man favoured her with advice *and 
congratulations on her prefent fituation, 
contributed not a little f the fixing in her 
mind an idea that, to fey the truth, never 
ieft it. He warned her agdnft the decep- 
tions of her own heart, hinted at the par- 
tiality Ihe was fulpcftcd of havirig for 

young 
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yoting Herbert ; at the fame time he re- 
prefented the impoffibility of its being at- 
tended with fuccefs; faid the dependent 
fituation of that young gentleman was 
fuch, that his rain muft be the confe- 
quencc of a fufpicion of that kind in the 
family, as he knew it was their fettled 
intention to unite him to his coufin ; he 
begged, therefore> Ihe would guard her 
peace (her honour he knew to be fecured 
by her own principles) he prcfented Wil- 
kinfon's beft wifhes and invited her 
Jiome whenever fhe pleafcd. 

Anna flied tears over this lettfir, and 
called herfelf fcverely to taflc for her con- 
duft, fomc part or other of which miift 
have given rife to her friend's conjefture j 
and, perhaps, to others ?— — Alarmed 
at this > conclufion, fbc refohrcd to be 
more guarded ifi future. 

Lady Edwin grew more pleafed with 
her companion the longer Ihe knew her; 
and Sir William was as partial as gene- 
i-Qus, continually buying fomc little trinket to 
prefent her with, and her time pafled, if 
itot happily, at Jeaft agreeably. 

VOL, n, E CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 



The Jrrival of a Stranger. 



jtV. Month after Anna's removing to 
Grofvenor-fquare, Mr. Hugh Edwin re- 
turned from abroad. 

This event filled the houfe with joy ; he 
was the idol of his family, and the . heir of 
their noble fortunes i had been four years 
making the grand tour j no exipenge or 
pains had been fpared to render him the 
moll accompliflied man of the age, and 
his fine natural parts gave flattering hopes 
of the figure his rank and fortune entitled 
him to cut in the worlds 

But the high opinion entertained of his 
abilities by his fond parents, and their blind 
indulgence to the foibles of his infancy, 

had 
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had ruined the one, and converted the 
other into mature vice. 

He was handfome and elegaat in hi$ 
peffonj and by his acquaintance with 
the world, had acquired an eafy and po- 
lite addrefs* 

His good underftanding was embel- 
lifhed with a plealing delivery, and when 
he chofe to exert himfelf, he was. mafter 
of great elocution, which, added to a 
perfedt knowledge of the laws of his 
<!ountry, promifed to his father, who 
doted on him, the utmoft that fame and 
ambition could beflow. 

But the unreftrained liberty of adion, 
and power of purfe, which he received 
from the afFeftion of his parents, invplved 
him in almoft every vice in the compofi- 
tion of human nature, and young as he 
was in years, returned to his country a ve- 
teran in iniquity — He had feduced under 
a folemn promise of marriage, before he 
went on his travels, a < young widow of 
fortune and family, whofe love for him v fo 
far exceeded all other confiderations, that 

E 2 though 
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though fhe found herfelf ruined and dc* ^ 
ceived, fhe accompanied him abroad, 
when notwithftanding his great allow- 
ance from his fadier, he contrived to 
fpend her whole fortune* 

She had bred by him, but as It is faid, 
there is no friendfhip among the wicked, 
tieither can there be a lafting efteem or, 
real happinefs in a vicious connexion- 

THe lover was inconftant, the lady jca- 
lousi and ai the time of their return to 
England, they, who had flattened themfelves 
:with the ^xpe6tati<»i of being blefled for life, 
were become mutual plagues to each other : 
the unhappy woman, mdeed, ftill doted on 
her feducer j imt 'paffion, founded on mere 
fenfual plcafure, is fure to evaporate in difugfL • 

Edwin, certain of his father's genero- 
Tity, made him immediately acquainted . 
^ith his fituation : he was not miftaken ; 
Sir William Edwin had the moft guilelefs 
of hiiman hearts;' when the young pro- 
digal protefted his forrow for his paft in- 
difcretions and promifed, amendment, 
the fond father believed him, and took 

Oil 
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on himiclf the care of providing for the 
lady, which he gencroufly did, and that 
in a manner that rendered her acceptance 
of five hundred a year, rather a favour 
conferred on^ thaa received from him*. 



CHAPTER XXXnJ. 



ftiial Pietj in faft>i(maBU life. 



JbjDWINjj now free fiom his compaw 
nion, was at large ; intrigue was his hob- 
by hor fe, and mifchief his pleafure. 

The lovely Anna, in fiill bloom of 
beauty and innocence, was an objeft too 
dclirablc to be paffed over ; his mother's 

E 3 pro- 
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prote£tion had nothing in it facrcd cnotigli 
to preferve her from his attempts, nor his 
promife to his father confidered from the 
moment he had obtained his end 3 he 
knew Mifs Turbville was the deftincd 
partner of his hand, but that, he never 
defigned, fhould fhackle his inclinations; 
the more he faw of Anna, the more he 
was enamoured witn her ; and fo rapidly 
was her influence increafing, that it was 
with difficuky he could conceal his rap- 
tures, even in the prefence of his father 
and mother — ^Whenever he caught her 
-alone, which he watched eagerly for, he 
pleaded his paflion with all the violence 
natural to his temper. 

How cafy is it to refift temptation our 
inclinations revolt at ! Anna could paint ta 
Edwin his undutiful behaviour to the beft 
of parents ; (he could afllire him, if there 
were no other objeftion, her obligations to 
Lady Cecilia would fufficiently fteal her 
heart againft addreffes fhe knew they would 
difapprove — Abandoned as this young 
man was, 'Anna's propriety of condu6t 
tod modeft dignity of deportment, were 

fuch* 
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fuch that, he had hinted at nothing fhort of 
an honourable paflion, although he was 
fcnfible it was neither in his power or in- 
clination to perform an honourable en- 
gagement, if he could prevail on her to 
accept it. 

But of that there was not the leaft 
danger ; for though no more of his cha- 
rafter had reached the cars of Anna thai* 
what Lady Edwin thought proper to dif- 
clofe, ihe was armed with the argument 
I have hinted at ; and had there been no 
other, I am perfuaded there needed none ;. 
but in truth there was, and had young. 
Edwin offered her a diademy her heart 
was fo devoted to the humbler graces of 
his coufm, fhc would have rejefted him-— 

She lived but for Herbert, at the fame 
time that (he had not the moft diftant 
hope of ever being happy in the objeft 
of her choice; on the contrary, while 
her imagination was perpetually bringing 
back the lait fcene at Llandore, Ihe flat- 
tered herfelf Ihe could fee him united to 
Mifs Edwin, without any other emotion 
than what the moft- diflnterefted friend- 

« 
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fhip would warrant, refervmg only to her^ 
lyfthe pleafing idea, thatwhik flie was^ 
lingle, (which flie pre-determincd fhould 
be as long as (he lived) (he might cond • 
nue the fccret preference which her heart 
now gave him> without injurjr either to 
his honour or her own ^ and having made 
up her mind in" this dangerous manner^ 
flie no longer fought to reprefs the appro- 
bation, which in Ipite of herfclf, would 
accompany the memory of every a£lion. 

Her heart was continually forming 
xx)mparilbns between him and the young; 
men that vifited at Sir William's ; if her 
fentiments happened to be thofe of- any 
other perfon,. (he was furc Charles Her- 
bert's exprcflions would have given grace 
to them;, if (he was di%ufted, her fir(t 
thoughts were, good heavens^ how dif-* 
fcrent is Herbert f 

Thus, nouri(hing the fccret bias of 
her foul, (he Kved at Ladjr Edwin^s. 
without any difquiet, but what the young 
man's affiduities gave her, (bme weeks: 
for Mifs Eidwin was to ftay in Bedford- 
^ire till the family went to fetch her» 
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that a convenient opportunity for Mr. 
Edwin's falling iu love with Mifs Turb^ 
villc might not be wanting. 

Mr; Edwin fouivi himfelf in no hurry 
to forward this marriage ;. his heart be- 
came really devoted to Anna, the more 
fcrioufly, that notwithftanding. the difad- 
vantages of her fituation, two gentlemen 
of fortune, one of them of rank, had 
made their offers of' marriage v one » 
Baronet, of good eftate and reputable fa- 
mily, turned of forty j the other, a Mn 
Mordant, a young man of unexceptiona- 
ble morals, and agreeable perfon, fon to 
am opulent Weft-fodia planter, who Sir 
William,, being acquainted (with his ^ 
connections) was very kind to; and he 
was admitted into the family on the foot- 
ing of a relation ; his father left him to 
his own choice of a wife, that muft ac- 
company him to Jamaica, and his heart 
paid homage to the charms of our he- 
roine. 

The indifference with which fhe re- 
ceived thofe propofals, and the explicit 

-E 5 man- 
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manner In which (he refufcd them, ap-a* 
pcared no lefs extraordinary to Sir Wil- 
liam and his lady, than flattering to the 
vanity of their fon : he had been fo ufed 
to fuccefs among the women, he could 
not doubj but his good fortune^ would ftill 
continue ; and the latent partiality for his 
dear felfi convinced him thofe rejeftions 
of Anna were founded on her attachment 
to him. j 

He dreaded nipping in the bud the 
bright hope on which fo much depended ; j 

the leaft hint of his nuptials, as confent- 
cd to. by himfelG would, he fbrefaw^ 
ruin him with her. On Sir William fet- 
tling his affairs with Mrs. Mitford, he 
promifcd to comply with all his wifties in 
regard to his cftablifhment in life: and , 

indeed a fituation, independent of con- 
trol, was too defirable a matter to be de- 
clincd by a young man who wijfhed for no- 
thing more- ! 

Yet the lovely Anna to be given up, was 

too great a facrifice even for independence, 

^d one cxcufe followed another to protraA 
# time. 
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time. Mn Herbert's family were invited 
to accompany them to Bcdfordfhire, but 
Edwin had privately written to Charles to 
put off the journey from week to week, 
till Sir William declaring he would go 
without them,, (their abfence would no 
longer anfwer his purpofe) the day be* 
fbr^e their arrival, he thought proper to 
fall fick, a private emetic gave the ap- 
pearance of a violent attack that alarmed 
his parents, who wilhed to call in every 
medical aififtance; but their fon had a 
particular confidence in one only, and 
he, though not a perfon who attended the 
family> was. employed,, ^d his reports 
of the progrefs of the diforder juft fucb 
as fuited the patient's inclination.^ 

It was in vain Lady Cecilia intreated 
he would have more advice; it teazed 
him to be oppofed, and increafcd his fe- 
ver ; he was fure he was perfectly fafc in 
the hands of Mr. Depuis, and v/ould kc 
nobody elfe. 

Anna, fufceptible to all the feelings of 
.humanity, and who loved and honoured 

E 6 % Lady 
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Lady Edwin, caught from her thie hzbk: 
6f folicttude for her fon ; and anxious to 
calm the fears of the fond mother^ wa* 
conftantly inquixing after the health of 
her heir. 

Of this circumftance Mr. Edwin'i va- 
let took care to inform his mafter„ who& 
joy, at each proof of her . attcatioii w» 
harcfly to be kept within bounds^ to 
her inquiries he was always better i toi^ 
6thefs worfe : fo that Lady Cecilia, find* 
ing herlilf comforted by Anna's report,, 
t^as fo exceedingly pkafed when ibe made 
it, that fhe couM not but be encouraged 
to perfevere i^ a c(Hidu£): fo acceptable 
to her patronefs. 

In this fituation the Herberts found 
them. Young Edwin and Charlesr had 
§)cnt their youth, and taken the firft ru- 
diments of learning together, having ne- 
ver been feparated till Mr, Edwin went 
on his tour; fo that, unlike as the cou- 
fins were in their principles, they were 
much attached to each other. 

Herbert 
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Herbert was hardly feated by the bed 
mi his friend (for he pretended he could 
not fit up) before he c^loied his Ihant 
ficknefs, alledging his repugnance to the 
ftate of marriage at all times, but. more 
particularly now^ when he faid he was ex- 
pe&ed to ha in loTe with one woman 
while he was heart and foul devoted to 
another, as the reaibn of putting this de- 
ception on his &mily ^ he then proceeded- 
to inform him of the method he had ta« 
ken, having aftually made himfclf ill by- 
counterfeiting fickiiefs.^ 

This occafioncd a good deal of mirth 
between the two friends, in the midfl of 
which, his truily valet came to inform, 
him Mifs Manfel had afked afier his ho- 
nour's health twice in the lafl half hour, 

" Charming, delightful, kind Anna!'* 
exclaimed Edwin. 

The mirth which had exhilir^ed the 
countenance of Herbert in an inftant flcd^. 

*^ What," faid he, fcarce daring to 
breath, "who? Mifs A^^nfcl did youf 
*' fay ? Anna, is it her ?;* 

'^ Ah, 



« Ah, you know, her then:?"*' replied, 
the other— '* Yes : who but Ihe couU have 
^ taken fuch entire pofleffion of my foul ?'* 

^^ 1: thought,'* faid Herbert, "Ihe was 
" married ?" 

. " Heaven forbid," anfwered Edwin,. 
f* that any human being fhould dare to 
^ have a^ hope of the kind; no, ibe re- 
*' fiifed William Mordant and Sir Charles. 
*^ Stanley ; refufed them for me, Charles ; 
*' Ihave ftolen into her little heart; fhc 
** muft be mine.'* 

** What, then, will you give up Mii*. 
« Turbvinc ?'" 

" Not fo, neidier.**' 

'* How will, you, then^ manage with 
-*^ Anna ? you cannot think — '* 

^^Thinky I know ihe loves me, Charles,: 
^* and by heavens I adore her; but I be- 
" lieve we fhall neither of us think it ne* 
*^ ceflary to have rccourfe to the dull 
.** beaten road of matrimony/' 

" Love, free as air, at fight of human ties, 
*f« Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies.** 

' Mn 
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Mr. E^win, in the excels of his raptu- 
rous ideas, ran on for fome time in this 
ftrain, and might have, uninterrupted, re* 
peated all the poetry and common-place 
fayings the worn-out fubjeft of fcduftion 
could furnifli him with. 

Herbert was too much abforbed in his 
own ideas (which were not of the plea- 
fantcft kind) to attend to him;, he was 
not, till this moment, Icnfibic of the 
ftrength of his attachment to our heroine; 
'tis true he thought her engaged, and by 
this time married to the perfon of hef 
choice; that, and that only, had pre*^ 
vented his attempting to render fuccefsfd 
the firft ferious paffion he ever felt ; but 
now that he found (he was not only fingle,. 
but m love with a man that meditated 
her ruin, his thoughts were in tumults ? 

Should he not endeavour to fave fweet- 
ncfs and purity fo captivating ? 

Were thofe elegant manners, thofc 
charms of perfon given her, then, in 
fuch profiifion, to* be the prey of vice? 
But how could Ihc be favcd? would a 

woman 
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woman who could attach hcrfclf to a 
known libertine, thank him for an inter- 
ference (rather impertinent than accord- 
ing to luch ideas) friendly, and if fo, 
what end would it anfwer,. except involv- 
ing their family m a> quarrel,, which would 
diftrefs his. mother,, and even bring the 
charge of ingratitude on himfelf ? As' he 
was confcious of many obligations to his 
uncle, he, therefore, for a moment^ gave it 
up, and retired, under pretence of fatigue, 
pleading it as an excufe for not waiting 
^ir William's return, from the houfe i but 
he could not leave Grofvenor-fquare with«^ 
out making his bow to Lady Ceciliai he 
accordingly was announced*. 



CHAP. 



ANNA. tij; 



ta. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 



The Pique. 

JL HE crimfoned cheek of Anna would 
have told a very contradiftory tale to that 
he had juft now heard, had Herbert ob- 
ferved her > but a fenfation refembling in-» 
ward pride and rcfentmcnt, added to the 
refolution he had juft formcd> and being 
prepared to lee her, prevented that ob* 
fervation, or any other. After paying* 
his reipefts to Lady Cecilia, he bowed 
with the cold indifference of a common-* 
acquaintance and no more. 

Good heaven ! what at that cruel mo- 
ment were the feelings of Anna; her heart 
had fondly anticipated the pleafure of this 
meeting to Charles and herfelf i flie could 
not, from all his behaviour, help indulg* 
ing ho|}es of being dear to him; their 

parting^ 
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parting fcene was ever prefcnt in her mincj, 
the plaintive found of his voice at that 
period ftill vibrated on her ear ; and after 
all, was it thus they met ! the pointed neg- 
left, the cutting indifference, ftruck her 
with grief and confternation. 

Too much confufed to afk after his mo^ 
ther and fifter, and fcarce able to fupport 
herfclf, Ihe took the opportunity of Lady 
Edwin's family inquiries to retire to Ijer 
chamber, where a flood of tears relieved her 
fwelling heart: — ^Ah> cried Ihe! bitterly 
weeping, k was not to Mr, Manfel only> 
I difcovered the imprudent, the prefump* 
Cuous thoughts, my own foUy too, toa 
much encouraged ; Herbert has perceived 
it, and defpifes me 4 he fees the forward 
girl is not to> be trufted with the appearr 
ance of friendfhip ; his looks, his manner,, 
fpoke a contempt I xould not otherwifc 
have excited* 

But perhaps, continued the afilifted 
girl, the change in my fituation has had 
this effeft -, and could Herbert, could he- 
be the firft whof^ Ijehaviour Ihould remiad 
' hcfc 
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her of her dependence on his family ; was 
that the cxpanfion of his heart, the noble 
dilpofition for which Ihe had fo admired 
him : cruel Herbert, unhappy Anna ; Ihc 
hadl created an idol in her own imagination, 
bf manly beauty and goodnefs, her cveri* 
thought had learnt to worfhip ^ he had bar- 
barbufly torn away its amiable vifage, and 
fubftituted in its place the moft frightful 
deformity j but fhe would think of him no 
more, or if fhe did, it Ihould be with the 
contempt fuch caprice dcferved; fhe would 
fhew him, that true pride of confcious 
worth, and integrity, was of no family, that 
it might cxift, undignified by blood, un- 
adorned by the gifts of fortune : fuppofc 
he had fufpedtcd her imprudent affeftion, 
furely it could be no difficult matter to 
change that affeiSlion into fcorn for one 
who could infult a woman ; for fuch a 
change of behaviour, without the leait 
caufe on her fide, amounted^ in her pre- 
fcnt imagination, to an infult. 

The value of Lady Cecilia*^s kindnels to 
her now fefren?(Ji fhe condemned herfelf 

fof 
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for not taking Dalton's advice, and fixing' 
on a trade, whereby Ihe might fubfift, with 
fome little claim to independence : Ihe had 
loft all confequence with herfclf froni the 
moment Ihe fuppofed flic was of none to 
Herbert; her heart fickened at theprofpeft 
before her ; fhe had written to Mifs Edwin, 
in her former ftile, but had received na 
anfwer, the fwect intercourfe, and the 
union of minds, that were to latt their 
lives, were already evaporated, and had 
no more place in that lady's thoughts 
than if they never had exifted. 

From the fentimental noveliffi of feven- 
teen Mils Edwin was transformed into the 
gay coquette of twenty^; the hero of her- 
firft romance only maintained his grounds 
in the variety of her ideas; Charles. 
Herbert wasi amiable,, when over-run 
with notions of love i fht was ignorant 
of almoft every thing clfe ; and now that 
her fortune was a bait to every coxcomb 
flie became acquainted with, and her paf- 
fion for admiration gave encouragement 
y^ ^,,^rfr {qqI tx>addrcls her, ftill her coufin 
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was beyond compare preferable to any fhe 
faw^ and her pride was not a little hurt to 
find his attachment lo her by no means 
ivhat Ihe had flattered herfelf. ^ 

Mifs Turbvilie, her now bofom friend, 
-was the counter part of Cecilia ^ they were 
'cducited together, and tfie formation of 
their mmds left to women who (interefted 
only by the price they received, and igno- 
rant of the real accompKfhments that ren- 
der a young woman of fafhion valuable, 
to her own conneftiqns in particular, and 
fociety in general) were gratified in mak- 
ing them acquainted with the iuperficial 
knowledge, they themfelvcs pofTcflcd. 

Born to iplendid fortunes, and never 
contradifted in their lives, it is little to be 
wondered their tempers were xinamiablc 
as their manners i they bcth fet out de- 
termined to be the heroines of fentimcntal 
paflions; but fine cloaths, fine company, 
and fine jewels, with the very fine Jpeechcs 
of a few as fine beaus, totally overthrew 
the firft foft iyftem, and introduced an in- 
ordinate love of drefs, pleafure and ad- 
miration ; 
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miration; fenfibility was banifhed, ind 
the finer feelings were no more. 

So that there was no confolation to be 
derived from the memory of Mifs Ed- 
win's freindfliip. / 

Mrs. Herbert wanted refolution, and 
Patty, the amiable Patty, power to be of 
fervicc to her i Dalton had plainly hinted 
file muft not think of living in his family 
Lady Edwin's protection was therefore her 
only refource, and there flie muft conftantly 
fee the man of all others Ihe wilhed to 
^void; the advance of fpring promifed 
no alteration, as there was yet no talk of 
going to Dennis Place. 

Lady Edwin at this moment fent for 
her to inform her , of t>yo things j one 
highly agreeable tp her, was, that Mr. 
Herbert, his Jady, and daughter, were ar- 
rived at their lodgings in Bond-ftreet, 
whither Ihe defired her to go and welcome 
them ; and the other that 'Cecilia, and Mr. 
Stanley's family, would be in town the 
following week. 

Amm 
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Anna eagerly flew to execute the com- 
jmands of her patronefs; Pattty wept with 
joy, and Mrs. Herbert expreflcd as much 
plcafure as the gloom on her countenarict 
would permit; they had not yet feen 
Charles, who came from Oxford to join 
them ; they returned with her to Giof* 
venor-fquare, and ftaid the evening. 
^. Mr. Stanley, guardian to Mifs Turb-» 
ville, a moft worthy character, was rejoiced 
at the approach of the time that was to 
free him from the care of a flighty girl, 
whofe large fortune rendered her fo tempt- 
ing an objeft; and therefore, fince the 
mountain would not go to Mahomet, 
Mahomet he faid, muft go to the moun- 
tain ; in a word, he removed with his fa- 
mily to a ready-flirnifhed houfe in Bur- 
lington-Street. 

It fignlfied nothing now to befick;all 
cvafions were at an end ; Edwin's honour 
had been given to his father, to marry, 
when he fo nobly provided for Mrs. Mit- 
ford ; no excufe would be admitted by his 
parents, and his ideas were fo ' full of the 

charms 
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charms of independence, that when te 
could get the lovely Anna out of his heacj^ 
he was rather defirous of being what he 
•called' fettled. 

But that was neither often nor of long 
duration, Anna returned with double force 
and with irrefiflablc ^power, banifhing every, 
agreeable confequencc of his marriage with 
another ; he knelt, fivore, aid vowed ' in 
vain i fhe urged his t>bedicncc ta bis pa- 
rents; to remember his fsfmily, fortune, and 
connexions: and finally, ^declared he^ 
afFcftions were ^ngaged-^-4)iftraftcd at 
this idea, he rdblved to force a compliance 
from her } he noiw found it in vain to 
court J difappointed^^ide and vanity fH- 
mulated a pafTion that wanted no goad. 

During the time of his fcparation from 
Herbert^ diflipation and vicious company 
Tiad not done more towards corrupting his 
mind, than' good ienfe and moral compani- 
ons had <flfc(5lcd to improve Herbert — the 
ibrmcr felt that he relpefted his cou- 
iin more, but loved him lefs for his fuperi- 
ority: notwithftanding his rational and 

polite 
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^xAite behaviour on all occafions, he had 
found him rather fhy of the confidence he 
was dipofcd, to place in him refpefting his 
idcligns on Anna j and when he preceived 
he had impofed on himlelti in his con- 
clufions of her partiality, he was pre- 
vented ^ both by that and his own pride 
from revealing to him his difappointment, 
4or future intentions. 

Herbert on ills part, nowJn the con- ' 
ftant company of our heroime, found realbn 
and refleftion too weak to guard him froi^ 
her fafcinating charms; yet, piqued at 
his firft behaviour, her whole deportment 
towards Jiim was fo refer ved, fo cool, 
and fo diltant, that he doubted not Edwin 
was a favoured lover; he regretted a 
thoufand times he had not tried to make 
an intereft in her heart at Uandore — he - 
recoUedted a variety of circumftances 
which might have convinced him Ihe dif- 
Jiked Wilkinfon, but it was now too late 
to avail himfelf of thofc obfervations j 
for, befides that it would be diftionourable 
to his coufin, his own delicacy could 
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not bear to think of being fccond to fuch 
a libertine, even in the heart of Annaj 
yet he wilhed, fervently wilhed, fhe might 
cfcapc the meditated ruin. 

Thofe conflifts in his mind fo affefted 
him, that it injured his health, and change 
of air was prefcribed : Mrs. Herbert would 
gladly have accompanied her favourite, but 
Lady Edwin wifhed her to ftay in town, 
and advifed lodgings in its vicinity, or near 
London, from whence he might ride occa- 
fionally, or they vifit him -, but he chole to 
return to Oxford, as foon (after he had 
paid his refpefts to Mifs Edwin and the ia* 
tended bride) as poffible. 



CHAR 
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CHAPTER XXXV^ 



Firji Impreffions. 

JVlR. Stanley's family arrived in town 
the beginning of May ; Mr. Edwin found 
his intended bride juft the reverfe of 
what his heart approved in Anna: flic 
was, indeed, tolerably handfome, but 
vain, conceited, proud, and witty; had 
much fmall talk, loud laugh, and large 
white teeth, her cheeks, as flie was very 
fair, fliewcd the rouge at the firft glance, 
and her auburn brows were robbed of 
their beauty by a black pencil j her hair 
plaiftered with pomatum and brown pow- 
der, formed a ftrong contraft to the clean 
chefnut locks of Anna; in fliort, if inftead 
of captivating, flie had laid a regular 
plan to difguft, flie would certainly |jave 
fucceedcd. 

F 2 But 
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But Mr. Edwin was too much a man 
of the world to fufFer his fentiments to 
cfcape him inadvertently ; it was his bufi- 
nefs to fall in love ; and as very few men 
exceeded him in natural or acquired un- 
derftanding, to which was added a grace^ 
ful, handfomc perfon, he was fo fortunate, 
as to render himfelf as pleafing to the lady 
AS he affefted to be charmed with her. 

Cecilia was in the mean time playing ofF 
all her airs and graces, at her inanimate 
iCoufin, and vexed fo death her pains were 
attended with fo little fuccefs; her anger 
irKrreafed by obfervation not lefs galling 
to hex pride than alarming to her jea.^ 
Joufy^ 

Charles (pre-determined to be a clofe 
obferver of Anna at the firft interview of 
the intended bride and bridegroom) had 
no eyes or ears for any one elfe; he 
faw with extreme fatisfaftion jthe placid 
ferenity of her countenance kept its un^ 
ruffled^ peaceful appearance ; looks of cu«- 
riofity were all the only ones flie direfted to- 
>y,^ds them J Ij^er face was the faithful in- 

4e?^ 



dex of her mind, in her fine clear fkin 
every intercfting change in her 'thoughts 
might be read, and the lovelielt pair of 
eyes in the univerfe had not yet learnt any 
leflbns but thole of nature. 

Cecilia faw and felt her fuperiority 5 felt 
it, accompanied with fcorn and envy— 
What whim could poflibiy induce Lady 
Edwin to keep fuch a thing about her ! 

She had been accuftomed to watch the 
eyes of the men ; it was not long before 
the ftolen glances of her brother made 
another difcovery, which fht was rcfolved 
fliould be turned to ufe. 

When they returned to Grofvcnor- 
(quare, Mifs Edwin went with them; 
having fent her woman and baggage be- 
fore ', Ihe pleaded a hcad-ach as an excufc 
for diredtly retiring, leaving Lady Edwin 
furprifed, and Anna piqued, at the cool- 
nefs of her behaviour, however, as neither 
thought it neceflary to Ipeak their fenti- 
ments to each other, no obfervation was 
made. 

F 2 Next 
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Next morning Mr. Herbert and Mr; 
Mordant attended Lady Edwin's break- 
faft- table, which was at two early an hour 
for Cecilia ; Charles came to take leave 
of the family, and Mordant once more to 
prefs his fuit with Anna ; his intimacy in 
the Edwin family gave him but too many 
opportunities of witnefling the unex- 
ceptionable mind, as well as lovely per- 
fon of our heroine. 

He brought from the gentleman who 
had the charge of him from his father a 
carte blanch \ the time of his ftay in Eng- 
land was very near elapfed, and he for the 
laft time, now came to try his fate with the 
woman he loved. His intereft was warrrtly 
cfpoufed by Sir William and Lady Ed- 
win 5 and finding Herbert was fo nearly 
related to the family, he alfo intreated his 
influence. Anna had before faid all that 
a determined mind could fay, and the 
prefence of Herbert was very unlikely to 
give a turn to her fentiments. 

The reluctance with which Mordant rc-^ 
figned his laft hope, engaged him till two 

o'clock i 
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o'clock, when, dreffed with the utmoft at- 
tention, in an elegant morning difliabillc, 
in fwam Cecilia, brulliing her eyes over 
Anna, who relpeftfuUy rofe at her entrance, 
bowed to the company, and fat down with 
a mixture of haughtinefs and contempt in 
her looks. Mordant direftly applied to 
her for her intereft with her lovely friend— 
Ihe was furprifed, could not divine who he 
meant — who could he mean but the charm- 
ing Mifs Manfcl — (he had no influence. 

Anna begged he would fpare her as well 
as the company i (he allured him of her 
grateful remembrance of the honour he did 
her, which flie acknowledged (he thought 
her misfortune ihe could, not confiitent 
with her own notions of integrity, accept ; 
her refolutions were unalterable. " Be- 
" lieve, me. Sir,'' continued Ihc, with an 
amiable franknefs in her manner, and a 
modeft earneftnefs in her countenance, 
" if 1 could have returned the affeftions 
of fo worthy a man, it would have been 
my pride to do it generoufly ; you are 
[^ fo deferving, Mr. Mordant, I am fure 
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you will meet a heart more valuable 

than mine, that will require no inter- 
" fcring friends to do juftice to your mc- 
« rit. Godpreferve you. Sir/' faid Ihe,, 
making him a graceful courtefy, and 
immediately left the room^ Mordant 
then with a tender regret which afFeded 
both Sir Willian> and Lady Edwin, took 
his leave. Mifs Edwin Ihrugged her 
fhoulders ; — if a capital merchant would 
not do, Ihe wondered what would I 

Mr. Herbert now rofc to be goncj it 
was in vain Mifs Edwin entreated his ftay 
a few days — fhe wanted a beau — could not 
poflibly do without him — nay, he fhould 
ftay. He dtclined all her inYitations> 
took his leave, and went from thence to 
^r. Edwin's apartment* 

'^ Well, Charles, and what (ay you -to 
" my divinity ? How do you like her ?'" 
cried Edwin the moment he entered. 

•* I think her a fine woman, and hope 

you will be happy.'* 

" 'Till death do us part, Charles,- 
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^^ not forget that/* 
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^' But what/' faid Herbert, " da you 
'* think- of her yourfelf ? for that's the 
^' grand queftion." 

*' Indeed, is it ! But as it is a queftion 
*^ which, if anfwered fincerely, will pro- 
** duce a devililh rude one, it had better 
^' not be aflced. But come, Charles, as 
*^ you fay flie is a fine woman, and all 
*^ that, if you will take her off my hands, 
" you will oblige me very much/* 

Charles exprcfling no great gout to the 
offered kindnels, Edwin inveighed with 
great bitternefs againft the folly and infi- 
pidity of both Mils Turbville and his 
lifter ; fwearing, that if it were not for 
one fweet hope, he would iet off and 
leave them to commit matrimony with any 
one but himfelf. 

" Ah [ what a difference,'' faid he, " h^ 
" tween them and the angelic ManfeL 
*^ Did you obferve her abfolute lovclinefs^ 
" how, robed in her excellence, Ihe look ^ 
" cd an emblem of fwcetnefs^ innocence, 
" and beauty ? Upon my foul as I fat 
*^ (ftunned with the tittering nonfenfe of 
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" my intended wife)- at the other end of 
" the room, when her coral lips' opened to' 
" deliver, with grace and eafe, the fenti- ' 
ments of wifdom and propriety, the 
perfume of her breath feemcd, to my^ 
adoring imagination, from that diftance 
^^ to reach my foul. But come, Herbert, 
" you fet off to-morrow > we will dine 
at a tavern to-day ; where we will toaft 
the angel in half pints, until nothing' 
" of love, but the pleafure Ihall have 
" power to difturb us,** 

" Wei],'' anfwered Herbert with a 
faint fmile, '^ you talk it bravely; but 
" you forget Mifs Turbville, is to dine 
'' here.'' ^' I leave her looking glaffes 
^^ enow, and Til fwear you debauched 
" me," replied Edwin, « fo aUons'' tak- 
ing hold of his arm* 

We left Mifs Edwin with her father and 
mother ; the former, as I have faid, was 
dotingly fond of both his children : Lady 
Edwin's love for her daughter was greatly 
leflened by her behaviour, which was neg- 
le^fVf^l and often rude. She dircftly begaa 

to 
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to wonder how her* mother could think of 
taking fuch a girl as Anna about her ; fhe 
was fure great inconvenience would arile 
from fuch a ridiculous piece of charity. 
Lady Edwin was aftonifhed at the little ce- 
remony her daughter ufed in fpcaking to 
her, and peremptorily bidding her attend 
to her own concerns, immediately left the 
room. 

Cecilia, whofe feelings, fuch . as they 
were, had been too much for her to bear, 
before Herbert's departure, now cried out 
of mere fpite. Her father tenderly in- 
quiring into the caufe of her affliftion, was 
told (he det'eftcd Anna ; who was a proud, 
infolcnt creature, and who had the aflfur- 
ance, fhe was certain, to aim at enfnaring 
her brother. 

Partial and indulgent as was Sir William 
to his children, he could not give way to fo 
uncharitable an infinuation, but took the 
abfent unoffending Anna's part with fo 
much warmth, that his daughter flung 
from him into her ov/n room, where, 
throwing hcrfelf on a fopha, (he began to 

F 6 . vent 
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vent her anger on her woman, who> (he 
declared, had purpofely disfigured her 
head that morning, becaufe fhe knew it 
was her defire to look tolerable. 

The woman, in broken Englifh, at- 
tempted to vindicate herfelf, and not 
without fome paffion, which irritated her 
miftrefe to that degree^ that fhe aftually 
fcolded 'y and her voice founding all over 
the houfe, Anna ran towards her apart- 
ment, as did Mr. Edwin and Charles. 

They found Cecilia, her eyes fwoUeii 
with crying, her face dillorted with anger^ 
and her lips white and quivering in a per- 
fc6l frenzy, and her woman, a fofeigner^ 
talking faft in her turm Edwin burft inta 
laughter at this fcene, which he told his Af- 
ter, wanted but a Hogarth to render it im- 
mortal ; he fneeringly afked if flie entertained 
herfelf often in this way I and imme- 
diately turned on his heeL But Herbert 
and Anna, aftuated both by the fame fpirit 
of kindnefs, attempted to fboth the fair 
vixen ; their endeavours were not fuccefs- 
fiil ; flie rudely bid them leave her apart- 
ment. 
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ment. The truth is, Anna waa fo much 
alarmed at what fhe heard and faw, and 
Herbert fo ftruck at this unexpeftcd ren- 
contre with her, and fo intereftcd at the 
difquietude in which he faw her, that> 
unmindful of Cecilia, his firft efforts were 
to cabn her fears ; and the fight of him 
in an attitude of the tendered iolicitude, 
imploring her not to be alarmed, one 
arm round her waift, the other Iprcad on 
his heart, while he hung over her ena- 
moured, was not calculated to calm the 
raging temped in Mils Edwin's dreffing 

room. 

When at her repeated command they 
left her, fhe was on the point of dif- 
charging her woman -, but her peace was 
made, and fhe rcftored to favour by a 
difcovcry as new as unexpeftcd. 



CHA^r 



if- ■' 



IJ4 ANNA. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 



A RefrofpeSl. 

V^ECILIA's anger had been on the part 
of her woman quite unprovoked; it was 
not difficult for her to fee (he was the vic- 
tim of her lady's refentment to fome other 
pcrfon j her not thinking fhe looked well was 
a fure fign Ihe wiflaed fb to do ; indeed this 
woman, whofe cunning was feldom to be 
exceeded, well knew Mr. Herbert had a 
powerful advocate in the breaft of Ceci- 
lia, and an indifferent Ipeftator might as 
cafily difcern that faw him with Anna off 
his guard, where all his wifhes lay. 

This, therefore, was Mifs Edwin's rival ; 
fhe was more, Ihe was the indentical Anna, 
who Ibme years back had rival'd Madame 
Frajan, (for it was that very lady) in the 
affeftions of Colonel Gorget, the all accom- 

pliflied ', 
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pliflicd ; and who, as Jbe had injured, it 
was impoflible yi&^ could forgive; befides 
the gallant Colonel, though now a Baron, 
a man of title, was no changeling. She 
had at different times paid her refpefts ta 
him, and as often received the compli- 
ment of one pound one, but never with-^ 
out regretting the lofs of his little flame. 
Two objefts, therefore, immediately of- 
fered themfelvcs to her view,— intcteft- 
and revenge; — ^what French //fe Je cham^ 
hre could refifl: either ? 

Lord Sutton, but perhaps my reader 
may here accufe me of inconfiftency, hav-* 
ing once introduced that gentlemau as a 
charafter univerfally delpifed, we fhould 
at our re-acquaintance find him graced 
with the favour of a virtuous Prince. But 
unheard of as it may feem for fo defpica- 
ble a charafter to be made a Lord, I en- 
treat my readers to give me credit for the 
truth of his being fo. \n truth the Colo- 
ncl was very rich ; fome trifling ocucr- 
rences in his paft life, under the fignature 
of Gorget, were not fb pleafing to recoUcft 
^ in 
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in their cbnfcquences ; the name was fa-/ 
jnous, it was rather too well known : — ^he, 
therefore, fome how or other by dint of 
his intereft with Lady Waldron, got Baron 
Sutton added to his confequence, whereby 
in public matters Gorget was forgotten. 

It was this very perfonage whofe ad- 
drcfles were reje6led by Lady Edwin for 
her daughter, on account of his father's 
obfcurc original, and wh^ found in her 
fortune and connexions jtill fuch attradi- 
ons, that he had- gotten Madame Frajan 
into the family to forward once more his 
applications, which, if rejedled, he intend- 
ed to try his influence with the lady for a 
trip to Scotland ; yet though fhe was y«ung 
enough to be his daughter, it did not fol- 
low that her perfon was, as he pretend- 
ed, his ultimate objeftj Madame Frajaa 
knew the contrary, and if Ihe had not been 
fo certain of that, the improved per- 
fon and graces of Anna would have de- 
cided her opinion. She had fome other 
reafons, which will appear in the courfc 
of this hiftory, to hate the fight, of our 

heroine -, 
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heroine i flic, therefore, fufFered Cecilia 
to vent her rage, till again tears fupplied 
the want of revenge. 

Ir was then the fly frajan intreated her 
pardon for having unwillingly offended 
her, protefted her unbounded regard and 
refped:, for fo fwcet, fo amiable a lady, 
which flie flattered herfelf flie fliould yet 
be able to prove, and begged her for- 
givenefs for a queftion that might ap- 
pear impertinent, but which flie fliouId 
give fufEcienf reafon for aflking; and 
with great humility begged to know 
how long flie had known the young wo- 
man Mr. Herbert feemed fo fond of? 
The quefl:ion was an irritation to the rage 
of her foul — "Name her not," faid flie 
fl:amping, "one houfe fliall not hold us :'* 
—this was ths cue her woman wanted. 

Nor need it. Madam, anfwered flie : is 
this then the Mifs Manfel Lady Edwin is 
fo wrapt up in ? an impoftor, a thief! — Mils 

dwin was all attention, her rage fubfided, 
and the woman refliorcd to her favour, by 
repeatmg to her the hiftory of our herome j 

fei 
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fo mixed with fafts, it was difficult to fe-» 
parate the true from the falfe ; what the 
refolutions formed on this occafion were, 
will be feen in their confequences. 

It happened that Lady Edwin was that 
evening to have a grand rout, and Anna> 
who was now perfeftly acquainted with a 
polite affembly, ufually did the honours 
of it, receiving the company in Lady 
Edwin's place; who was much better 
pleafed to fit at cards, when Mrs. and 
Mifs Herbert were of thofe parties. Patty, 
whofe love to her friend, equalled her 
deferts, generally kept pretty clofe to her, 
—Herbert dining with Edwin, and Mn 
Stanley being engaged to be with Sir 
William on family bufinefs, gave Cecilia 
a pretence for requefting to be indulged 
with the company of Mifs Turbville, and 
dinner in her own apartment. 

Mrs. Herbert calling in the morning, 
begged Anna might go home with her, 
which Lady Cecilia the more readily 
agreed to, as they were to enter on 
matters relative to the fettlement, and 

it 
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It was not ifeceflary an iininterefted perfon 
ftiould be prefent. 

As foon as they got to Bond-ftrcet, Mrs, 
Herbert, whofe aching heart always fat on 
her brow, left Anna and her daughter to 
themfelves : the intended wedding in the 
family, and the finery and fhew it would 
be attended with, for feme time enorroflT- 
ed their convcrfation ; Charles and Cecilia 
naturally fucceedcd: Patty obferved the 
great alteration in her coufin, and added, 
that fhe feared Charles would prave an 
ungrateful fwain, for flie was fure that 
kind of woman was not the one for him ; 
indeed, continued fhe, I have reafon to 
think he is ftrongly attached, but where, 
or to whom, I cannot tell -, and if that 
Ihould be the cafe. Mama will break her 
heart, as both families depend on its 
being a match i Lady Cecilia is fo good, 
flic waves all thoughts of fortune, in 
confideration of the family intereftj and 
though my coufin has taken fuch a fool- 
ifh turn, you know (he always loved 
Charles, and he her:— I thought, faid 

Anna,, 
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Anna, he had been her declared admirer 
ever fince I have known them. 

Why, as to that, anfwered Patty, I be- 
lieve my coufin was rather too fanguinc 
in her ideas of his love 5 however, I hope 
in God it will be brought about, for Papa 
goes on at fuch a rate, we had need have 
nobody elfe to vex us. — What reafon 
have you to doubt it, tay dear ? why 
fhould you fufpeft he has an attachment ? 

While Anna afked this of her friend, 
the fituation of her mind may be guefled : 
I'll fhew you, faid Patty, drawing a laylac 
bread- bow from her work-ftand 5 I found 
this on his bed this morning; when he 
was gone out. Mama and I went into his 
room to look over fome of his things, I 
caught it up : he returned very foon in a 
violent buftlc s did not alk me for it you 
may be fure, but his man told Betty he 
wore it tied to a firing round his neck> 
and had done fo a long while ; and, — look*- 
ing in her friend's face at this period, ihc 
faw her pale and agitated ; the alarm this 
gave, put the bow out of her head. 

Anna 
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Anna was indeed lU ; all that Mifs Her- 
bert faid had affeftcd her. — ^Poor Mrs. 
Hechert, deftitute of any other confolati- 
on, robbed of all comfort but what cen- 
tered in her fon, and his eftabrifhment, 
how could her felfilh heart give way to 
wilhes that would countcraft the only 
hope of^ fo good a woman ; even Patty 
hoped in God it would be brought about. 
How could fhe (was there no other ob- 
jeftion) bring herfelf to give pain to the 
gentle, the endearing Patty ? — but when 
tht bow was produced in evidence of her 
iufpicion, fhe could no longer reprefs or 
conceal her emotions ; it was with difE- 
.culty flie concealed her feelings; and, 
unable to continue fo jnterefting a con- 
verfation, begged to go home: with 
great jeluftance Ihe was fuffered to leave 
them J and. Patty etngaged, if her indifpo- 
fition continued, 10 Ipend the evening in 
her apartment; if Ihe was better they were 
ip meet in Lady Edwin's drawing room. 

Without acquainting any body of her 
i-cturn,' Anna flew to her room the mo- 
ment 
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xncnt (he got to Grofvenor-fquare, and 
having locked the door, as if her thoughts 
could be feen, whilpcred to her fond, 
throbbing heart ; — if Charles Herbert loved 
the owner of that bow, then was Anna Man- 
fel the happy obj eft of his attachment ! 

It was hers dropped, as I have related, 
the week before flie left Llandore. Plea- 
fure filled her bofom, and joy throbbed in 
her heart; fhe was now fure Charles 
loved heri in that idea all thoughts of 
forrow were banifhed : and, I muft own, 
to the difcredit of our heroine, not one of 
thofe very fine arguments (he had made 
ufeof to Edwin, and which might with 
equal if not greater propriety, have been 
urged to Herbert, prefented themfelves 
to her recoUeftion, favc the cffcft on his 
mother's peace. 

Her bow tied round Charles's neck, 
was proof againft all the efforts of reafon 
or prudence; and fhe indulged, for the 
firil time, a certainty of being dear to 
him: but whence that coolnefs on his 
coming to London ?— No matter ; — if 

really 
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fcally cold to her, the ribband would 
not that very morning have been of fuch 
importance. 

Thus, happily reftored to felf-confidence^. 
flie beftowed more than ordinary pains 
in adorning her perfon ; for though Her- 
bert had taken leave, as the two young 
men were to dine together, perhaps, in 
the courfe of the evening, they might 
iirop into the affembly. 
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CHAPTER XXXVH, 



The ungaurded Moment. 

JLady Edwin knew not of Anna's re- 
turn, till, fupremely lovely fhe attended in 
her drefling-room, previous to going 
down to receive the company. 

*^ You arc fo charming to-night, Anna," 
faid Lady Edwin, *^ 1 defpari of prevail- 
ing on my daughter or Mifs TurbviJle to 
treat yon with common good manners: 
but let not that difturb you, the wedding 
wiD fbon lake place, and Mifs Edwin 
wiU go for a time with her new fifter j 1 
give you my word, the envy of little 
minds will never hurt you with me/! 

Anna gratefully thanked Lady Edwin 
for fo kind an affurance, and regretted her 

iofs of the young Ladie's eftecm ^ faid fhe 

could 
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could not charge herfelf with an aft that 
^ught to have that cfFedt 

^' Look, child, in the glafs," anrwcrcdher 
patronefs, '^ you will fee a very good rca- 
ibn, one that will find it^ way into the bofora 
t>f every young lady on m'y lift to-night.'* 

On thoJe happy terms, who could fore-» 
fee that this was the laft night fhe fliould 
fpend under the roof of fo partial a friend ? 
I They entered the drawing-room in the 

^reateft harmony: Mifs Edwin's return 
to town brought many young people of 
-both fcxes of the firft falhion to the af-* 
fembly i the great Welch -fortune was an 
iuducement to the one, and the elegant 
I ftyle they lived in entitled them to the ac- 
<juaintance of the other. 

The beautiful miftrefs of the ceremot 
nies attraftcd every eye; a plain white 
Juftring with black flowers, fancied in 
the moft fimple and elegant tafte, fet off 
her fine complexion, and her tout cnfembky 
was, indeed, ftriking; innurnerable were 
the compliments paid at the flirinc of 
beauty by the few on whom it had power, 

vojL, lu G while 
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while the two fair friends in the circle 
they fat, were exhibiting their witty ta- 
lents at the expenfe of an innocent woman, 
whofe heart was warm in every good wifh 
towards them. 

As Ihe flattered herfelf, fo it happen- 
ed; Edwin and Charles came in about 
ten; the indifpofition of Anna, (which 
they heard in Bond-ftreet) occafioned 
their going into Lady Edwin's drawing- 
room. 

. Edwin rallied her on her pallid looks, 
and begged, for God's fake, (he would be 
ill again. Anna told him, fmiling, there 
were eyes in the room that would not for- 
give him if his were diverted from their 
proper objeft, diredling him, by a glance, 
from her fine eyes to Mifs TurbvilJc's 
party; bur, reader, guefs, if it is poffi-. 
•ble, her aftonifliment, when (he iaw, 
playing with Mi s Edwin's fan, moft fu- 
perbly drefled, her old friend Gorget, now 
Lord Sutton. 

Had a gorgon faced her, the cfFcdt 
could not have been ftronger ; her colour 

changed ; 
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changed, and her trcmour was fo vifibic, 
that Herbert, who was near, obferved it, 
and begged (he would fufFcr him to attend 
her into the other room for air* Scarce 
knowing what Ihe did, Ihc complied, and 
he had the happinefs of fupporting in his 
arms, fomc ciwMnents after (he got out, the 
woman he adored. 

In this fond moment, unguarded bjr 
caution or prudence, he befought her to 
lean on him ; her. hands were, alternately, 
prefled to his bofom, and he addreflcd 
her by the tendereft appellations: — this 
behaviour alarmed and dilpleafed her; 
and having drank a glafs of water, they 
both attempted to rccoUeft their fcat- 
tered thoughts. Herbert, however, had 
gone too far to recede ; he therefore in- 
treated her pardon for a difcovery her fitu- 
at ion had wrung from him, and eloquently 
pleaded the force of a paffion he neither ex- 
pefted nor wiflied to conquer, though he 
knew it was hopelefs. 

Anna, who could interpret this to no- 
thing but her dependent fituation, an- 
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fwcrcd haughtily, he was perfeftly right, 
and immediately left him. More wretched 
and more confirmed in her love for Ed«* 
win than ever, he returned to the com-* 
pany pale and deje6ted; and only ftaid 
to make a pafling bow to Lady Edwia 
and the young ladies. 



CHAPTER XXXVm, 



Difgrace, 



On account of her indifpofition, Anna 
fent an excufe to her patronefs, who re- 
turned a friendly injunftion on her to be 
careful of herfclf : Ihe pafled a very reft- 
lels night, an unaccountable dread fcizcd 
her fpirits, though innocent of a thought 
of offending any human being ; Ihe feared 
flic knew not what. — ^Juft as fhc was leav- 
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ing her chamber, z packet was given 
her, direftcd to Mrs. Herbert, by Lady 
Edwin's woman, with orders to deliver 
it immediately. 

This command was as extraordinary as 
it was new ; neverthelefs as it was her part 
to obey, flie walked to Bond ftreet. Mrs. 
Herbert was not up, and Patty was gone, 
on a fudden whim, to Richmond, with 
Charles, who made it in his way to call 
on a widow fifter of his father to dinner j 
Ihe fent up the packet with defire to 
know if there were any anfwer ? After 
waiting aA hour, Mrs. Herbert came 
down } but inftcad of the cordial, warm, 
reception, Ihe had been ufed to from that 
lady, a courtefy hardly perceptible was. 
all — fhe fat down. 

Poor Anna could not fpeak at firlt ; but 
when Ihe could articulate, begged, for 
God's fake, to know the meaning of fuch 
a dreadful folemnity ; Mrs. Herbert pul- 
led out the packet, and, opening it, 
looked at her very earneftly, and demanded 
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how long (he had alTumecl the name ot 
Manfel ? 

Nothing bad ftruck Anna^ at the firft 
appcaranct of Mrs. Herbert^ but that (he 
had difcovered her attachment to Charles ; 
her countenance, therefore, brightened up 
at this qucftion, confcious of having no- 
thing to blufh at in the change of her 
name, ftie immediately told her. 

" Did you wait on Mrs. Melmoth V^ 

" As to waiting on her," Anna fkid^ 
*' fhe fhould have been proud to render 
*^ her any fervicc in her power j but never 
^* had attended her as a fervant." 

" You left her in difgrace, child^ I 
think ?" ^' I am to this, monient^ ig- 
" norant what my offence was." 

'' There," faid Mrs. Herbert, with a 
. folemn fteady voice, *^ is half a year's 
" penfion from Lady Edwin. Mrs. Man* 
" fel did ill in introducing you to our 
*' family ; I am lorry I ever knew you i 
^^ I am, at this inftant, concerned more 
" than I wilh for you -, have you any 
" friends in London ?" 

Lady 
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Lady Cecilia herfelf had not more laud- 
able pride than Anna, Pcrfcftly innocent 
of any one a'dlion that couM prejudice ^ 
tiiofe ladies fo much againft her, and hurt 
equally by the matter as the manner of her 
^ifcharge, (he retreated from the offered 
money, and to the queftion of, " Had (he 
*' any friends?" anfwered, *^ It is not, 
^ madam, for an orphan, who has no 
** connexion, natural or acquired, to 
^' boaft of her friends ; few in a more ele- 
^* vated ftation abound with them ; it is 
*' enough that you, madam, muft be ccr* 
" tain I have enemies — you perhaps know, 
«* though I do not, to what length thefc 
'* have carried their unprovoked malice, 
" If I have dcferved to be difcardcd in 
" this manner, I have no claim to the 
** money you offer. When I am told of 
" what I am accufed, I will try to acquit" 
^\ myfelf ; till then, I have only to pray 
•* for yours and the family's happincfs." 

This faid, with an air of injured pride 
and innocence, fhe was going, but recoI-> 
Jcfting herfelf, " afked if fhe was to re- 
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" turn no more to Grofvcnor-fquare, how 
•* ihe was to get her things ? 

** They will be fent where you direft,"" 
anfwered Mrs. Herbert. 

On which (he fet down with her pencil. 
as the only place fhe could rccollefti the 
inn where the Brecknock ftage put up,, 
on the arrival in town. And leaving the 
houfe, called a hackney coach, threw her- 
felf into it, and bid the man drive toi 
Whitechapcl, where the ftage from, Dal- 
ton's village Itopped ; being juft in time, 
Ihe immediately proceeded to Layton.. 

The whole tranfaftion had been fo lud- 
den, and fo unexpe<5ledj that ihe could 
Icarce credit her fenfes, or believe fhe was 
now on the road . to Layton. One com- 
fort, indeed, offered itfelf-— (he had not 
left Charles Herbert behind. On recol- 
Icfting and putting together circura- 
ftances, ftie concluded, fhe muft owe ta 
Colonel Gorgct^s ill will this new misfor- 
tune j but what could provoke him to 
this inveterate perfecution of her fhe 
could not imagine, except it was the 

. dif- 
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difappointment of his wicked attempts 
on her when quite a child ; yet the time 
was fo (hort, fince (he had parted with- 
Lady Edwin, on fuch very cordial terms, 
fhe could not conceive the method he 
muft have taken to work fo quick a ruin ; 
flic thought and thought again, and the 
coach flopped at Dalton's door before fhe 
had pleafed herfelf in her conjefture. 

When Dalton faw her and looked in 
her dejefted countenance, he exclaimed, 
^' What, the bad money returned/* 

This falute in her prefent fituation and 
(late of mind was too much; her tears 
moved Mrs. Dalton, who received her 
very kindly, and begged fhe would not 
make herfelf uneafyj that (he would be 
always welcome there. " Ay, ay," faid 
Dalton, "for a while, fo (lie fhall, but it 
" is time fhe knew how to get her bread.*' 
This was her own opinion ; but how it 
was to be done, was the point. Spite of 
herfelf, fome latent hopes would arile that 
fhe might, one day, be united to Charles, 
and in that cafe, would the proud Cam - 
'' / G 5 briaas 
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brians of his family ever acknowledge a 
mantuamakef or a milliner? What,,-thcn> 
could flie do ? She could think of nothing 
clfe, and Dalton ftill harping^ on a trade> 
Mrs. Dalcon faid, that as Ppggy was now 
out of hers time, and in bufinefe for her- 
Iclf, Anna might try a little with her firft^ 
To this fhe made no objeftion, when Ihc 
fhould arrange her little matters ; during 
which period, Ihe told the greedy Dalton, 
Ihc would pay for her board i this Mrs, 
Dalton pofitively refufed, 

Anna fent for her things, which were 
left, as fhe diredted ; when they were de- 
livered at the door, her heart funk ; fhe 
had hoped either letter or meffage would 
have accompanied them, that .would give 
fome light into what had been her offence,. 
or, perhaps,, an invitation to return : two 
or three days elapfcd, but no news came 
from Grofveaor-fquare, or (what was 
worfe) from Bond-flrcct. 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XXXK. 



Tlbe Correfpndence. 

JL HE fourth day Anna received the 
following billets : 

" When laft I faw and pleaded the caufe 
of love^ awed by your frowns, and filenced 
by your peremptory commands, I feared 
I mull for ever drop rhe rapturous hope 
of poflefling the lovelieft of women; but 
you will jiow, perhaps, hear that from 
reafon, which paffion durft not plead. 
Any fettlement in my power to command 
is yours ; family, friends, even country, 
Ihall be facrificed to the wifhes of my 
charming Anna, whofe name, in future, 
ihall be that of her adorer, if fhe chufe 
to aflume it. Write to me, I befeech 
you; I need not put any other fignature 
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than that of the man who moft toves 
you : you will recoUedt whom. 

Billet the Se^okd* 



€t 



Madam, 



'' It IS with difficulty I traced you fo 
as to receive your addrefs: the tranfient 
view I had of you at Lady Edwin's af- 
fembly, gave me hopes 1 Ihould have aa 
opportunity of offering you any fervice 
in my power, as the fricndlhip I felt for 
you at Melmoth Lodge is ftiU freflx irt 
my memory. 

Iwas much furprized, on inquirmg of 
that lady, this morning, to hear you was 
difcharged the family. I do not niean an 
impertinent inquiry into the caufe, but t 
defire Mifs Dalton will honour me with 
any commands that may be acceptable 
to her, in the power of, madam. 

Your molt obedient 

Humble Servant, 

Sutton," 
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Billet the Third. 

^' Ah ! my deaf Anna, what can your 
Patty fay to comfort you under fuch cruel 
mortification ! You need not tell me you 
are innocent; how little do thofe know 
you, who can think otherwife : I long to 
fee you, but am forbid by all the family ; 
poor mama bears the blame from every 
body — ^how he came by it I do not know, 
but my coufin has a diredtion which he 
fays will find you, if it docs, pray write 
to your 

R H. V 

*' P. S. You muft direft to me under 
cover to Mr. Edwin ; he is your ftaunch 
friend and advocate." 

Indignation at the two firfl: of thcfe notes 
gave way to pleafure at the laft j tears of 
gratitude filled her eyes — "Sweet friend, 
dear girl," flowed from her lips i fhe re- 
folved to anlwer it immediately, for two 
reafonsi one was, fhe wifhed to oblige* 

Mife 
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Mifs Herbert; the other, flic longed to 
know what flic could be accufeJ of — jret 
how could flie approve of the means of 
correlponding which Patty propofedj as 
little as ftie knew or fufpedcd of the ways 
of intrigue, it was plain, direfting to 
Mifs Herbert, under Mr. Edwin's cover, 
would give him a pretence to vifit her, an 
honour by no means deflrable in his and 
her prefent fituation ; for did he not pro- 
fcis to love her, a profeflion injurous to 
the peace of the lady he was about to 
marry, as well as infulting to her own 
honour; yet how elfe to write to her 
friend, fo as to prevent her laying under 
the difpleafure of the family ? And if 
(he did not write, would not her filence 
give Patty an impreflion of her ingra- 
titude, it was impoflible flie could de- 
fcrvc; could flie otherwife find out of 
what crime flie had been accufcd, or by 
whom, or could flie by any other means 
ever know any thing of Charles? The 
laft: thought decided the point, and the 
following fliort note was difpatched : 
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" To Miss Herbert* 
• May yoxi never, my dearcft friend^ by 
being in diftrefs, experience the kind of 
joy your note gave me ; yet I do not ap* 
prove of this means of thanking you— Of 
what am I accufed i only tell me that— 
I cannot wifh to engage my friend in a 
corfeipondence which muft be blameable 
but that one favour, till better times, is 
all I afk of my Patty, who will forgive 
the declining any farther ufe of Mr. Ed- 
win's friendfhip, to her ever grateful and 
affedionate 

Ann a." 

Having written this, Anna fet hcrlelfin 
earned about thinking of future fubfift- 
ence ; although Dalton's harih exprefliont 
hurt her, yet fhe could not in juftice dif- 
' approve them j Ihe faw his large family, 
all of whom were now getting their own 
livelihood by the laudable exertions ofin- 
duftry — Peggy, the eldeft, lived with them, 
and contributed to their general fupport ; 
%c had a gr^at deal of work about the vil- 

lage^ 
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lage, and It being now fiinimer, when moft 
young folks, in the middle line of life, 
have what new cloaths they can afford, 
was very full of bufinefs — the affiftance of 
our heroine was therefore no kfs timely 
than acceptable, and her natural tafte 
being good, (he very foon took, all the 
trimming and ornamental part on herfclf ; 
added to this, her latfc refidence in the great 
world, enabled her to inftruft Mifs Daltort 
in the fofhions moft in vogue, whofe fame 
in confequence became fo great, that the 
ladies, that is to fay, the tradefmeri's wiv^es,; 
who, either by the fuccefs ol induftry, or 
a fpirit of prodigality, had country houfes> 
began to employ and reccommend her to 
each other, fo that bufinefs came in very 
faft, and Dalton, confequently, grew more 
civil. 

But the latent difeafe of the mind de- 
pe nds not on either fucecfs or difappoint- 
ment in the common occurrences of life j 
and pride had too great a fhare in Anna's 
compofition to render her eafy in fuch a 
fituation. 

Lord 
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Lord Sutton's letter had excited no other 
emotions thanthofe ofhatrcd and contempt i, 
Ihe was fure his ill offices had a fccond time 
robbed her of her proteftrcfs ; and lb rooted 
was her bad opinion of that nobleman, that 
Ihc dreaded no evil but what fhe imagined 
would originate with him : his letter was 
therefore tofled into the fire with the moft 
perfeft fcorn and indifference— and here it 
may be necefTary to remind my reader, in; 
Mifs Edwin's chamber fcene, which dif- 
covered Anna to Frajan, the fpfmer was 
too much taken up to obferve the latter ; 
her attention was divided between Cecilia 
and Herbert i or, if fhe did obferve her, 
Ihe had not the flighteft recoileftion of her 
pcrfon during the few minutes fhe was in 
the room, a. circumftance that will not ap- 
pear ftrange, if we recoHeft Frajan not 
owning herfelf married, the appellation 
merely as a French waiting woman in all 
genteel families is Mademoifellc only, 
and Anna being always in Lady Edwin's 
apartments, it was next to impofTible, dur- 
ing the (hort time fhe continued in Grof^' 

Yenor-fquarc^fc 
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vcnor-fqilare, after Mifs Edwin's return 
from Bcdfordfhire, that fhe could have 
2d\y perfonal knowledge of her attendant i 
flic could form no conjedure of the author 
of her difgrace in the Edwin femily that dki 
not point at his Lordihip. 

Many returns of the poft having paft, 
and no letter arriving from Mifs Herbert 
-—at length, wearied out with expedation^ 
and mortified with continual difappotnt-* 
mentSj fhe wiihed to turn her thoughts to 
things within her own abfolute reach: 
and though confcious fhe had taught 
Dalton's daughter more than it was pof- 
fible^^ could learn from her, yet> tired 
with the father's continual teazing, her 
confent was obtained to be bound for two 
years to the bufinefs, and he joyfully ap- 
plied to an attorney to draw the inden* 
turcs; however, before this matter could 
be completed, it was entirely put a 
ftop to. 

They were at work one morning in a 
room appropriated for that purpofe, when 
an uncommon rattling of coach wheels un- 
der 



A If N A, 1^3 

der the window, and a loud r^p at the door> 
excited their curiofity j but what was Anna's 
furprife, to fee Lord Sutton alight from a 
fiiperb carriage ; indeed it took from her 
the power of fpeech; and while Peggjr 
was making a thoufand conjeftures con- 
ceming the objeft of this vifit, from a 
perfon in a coroneted coach, Anna was 
abforbed in her own ideas, wholly unable 
to comprehend the meaning of fo unwel- 
come an intrufion. 

Lord Sutton was Ihewn in, and Dalton 
bftantly recolledled in the vifage of the 
noble Lord, him wbo had made four years 
before, fuch alarming inquiries after Anna, 
felt guilty and abafhed, and doubting from 
his Iplendid appearance the day of reckon- 
ing was come— Trembling and pale, it was 
with infinite difficulty he could mufler up 
courage to afk the (Granger's bufinefs. 

l-ord Sutton^ proud only of his rank, 

riches, and fplendour, found his vanity 

. highly gratified by the vifible confiifion of 

' the poor parfon, who he fuppoied was 

confounded at his grandeur. 

Afier 
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After enjoying fomc moments with the 
appearance of the moft ftately indifference, 
the confufion he excited, he changed at 
once the haughty Peer into the artful infi- 
nuating fycophant, made many apologiea 
to Mr. Dalton for his intrufion, which, 
he faid, was occafioncd by his defire ttf 
ferve a young perfon under their protec- 
rioni, who, though Ihe had been difcarded 
by a relation of his who had taken her 
when very young, was, he prefumed> too 
well educated to be capable of being ufe- 
ful to an inferior ftate of life, and too 
handfome to be Me in fuch an age as thi& 
from the purfuits of the licentious* 

Mrs. Dalton, whole heart had nothing 
wrong about it but what flie derived from 
her huiband, without the leaft guile in her 
own compofition, was in raptures at this 
kindnefs ; fhe was ready to worfhip him, 
and heaped praifcs in the warmth of ber 
heart, which his told him be could never 
defervc— but whatever happy prefage this 
good woman's credulity gave him, he was 
not lefs furpriftd than vexed, to obferve the 

hufband's 
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fiirfband's filence (for he had not fpokcn 
fince the firft ialutation) proceeded , from 
fome other caufc than mere relpedt for his 
Lordfhip- He, therefore, addreffed him 
with praifes for his humanity to Anna, fo 
profufe, that Dalton, confcious how little 
merit he could plead on that account, felt 
himfelf more hurt than gratified,- and 
callous as was his confcience, turned the 
many compliments paid him to an ironical 
meaning. Undetermined, therefore, in his 
ideas, he interrupted his gueft, by afking him 
bluntly, if he had not {ten him before ? 

Lord Sutton, although exceedingly dif- 
concerted, was too great an adept in hy- 
pocrify to lufFer it to be fcen. With an 
affable fmile he commended the retentive 
memory of the preacher, which he fup-i 
pofcd muft be of great advantage both to 
himfelf and his flock, and anfwered he was 
not miftaken, that he had felt the fame 
compaffion then for his ward he yet re- 
tained, and that in confequence he had 
made thofe inquiries, which were of great 
trouble to himfelf, without (he fpoke 

it 
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it with regret) ferving the young lady, 
as he, Mr. Dalton, pofitively denied any 
knowledge of her, a conduft he muft own 
quite inexplicable to him. "And pray, 
** Sir,'* faid the. ftill doubting parfon, 
♦* who may you be ?" "My name. Sir, 
*' perhaps (at leaft if you have read the* 
" hiftory of the fuccefs of our armies 
" abroad) you may have heard— it is 
Gorget— I had the honour to command 
the army in the Ealt Indies j my,poor fer- 
vices his majcfty has thought proper to 
^' reward with a title ; Lord Sutton, at 
^* your fcrvice/* — The room inftantly be- 
came too fmall } the cringing Dalton, re- 
tflured no danger was nigh, immediately 
adopted the utnwft fervility both of fpeech 
and countenance; while his wife, in en- 
deavouring to clear away her litters, threw 
every thing into diforder. A Lord was a 
being in whofe prefence it was impofliblc 
for them to fit; nor could all his conde- 
fccnfion prevail on either of them to take 
a chair, till he arofe and abfolutely rcfufed 
to refume his feat except they favoured him 
with their company. He 
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. He Aen artfully begged to confult them 
on the means likely to be of fervice to 
Anna, declining their firft offer of calling 
her down. Dalton, who never for a mo- 
ment loft fight of his own intereft, ex- 
plained to his Lordfhip her prefcnt fitu- 
ation^ and what he had planned for her 
with his daughter; adding, that as his 
Lordflrip was fo very good and charitable^ 
if he wohld recommend them to work for 
the great ladies of his acquaintance, it 
might be the making of both. 

Sutton, with all his caution, could hardly 
keep his temper at this propofal; he had 
in the cafe of Frajan taken large ftrides tdf 
place a French waiting woman of infa- 
mous principles, in attendance on a young 
lady of fafhion and character ; but to take 
on himfelf to recommend a couple of ho- 
neft young women as mantua-maken,— < 
what could the fellow mean ? Neverthclefs 
he feemingly acquiefced — one only objec- 
tion iiruck him; he faid, he doubted 
whther Anna was not more qualified for 
the ftation (be had juft left ; he feared fo 
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Icdcntary a life would not fuit her t&a* 
cation; and as to their daughter^ it 
fliould be his ftudy to evince his relpcft 
for the parent, by his fricndfhip to the 
child i he would recommend her^ whethct 
Anna continued with her or not* 

This fet the matter in a mew fight. His 
Lordfhip was the beft judge ; be had only 
to fignify his pleafure to them, and they 
would obey to the utmofl: in their power all 
his .iiy'unftions. Mrs, Dalton then re- 
peated the motion of calling Annas his 
Lordftiip bowed his affent. She imem- 
diately carried this joyful news to our he- 
roine, not doubting but flie would be in 
ccftaQes ; but the cold and contemptuous 
reception of the great friendlhip that 
waited her acceptance, together with her 
abfolute refufal to go down, almoft petri- 
fied the poor woman -, what not go down 
to a. Lord^ not accept of his offered fer- 
vices ? What would this world come to ? 
^^ Indeed Anna," continued Ihe, '^ I never 
** till now could credit what Mr, Dalton 
*' has often fecn in you ; your pride 

" will. 



^ wiU> asHic fiiys, 1 am nfmd, t!omc down." 
Annaj piqiied at this {petch, fat filentlf 
to her work $ but on Mrs, Dalton^s ftili 
tirging her to go to his Lordfhip, Ihc fud- 
denly threw it down« and laid (he would 
follow her. This Ihe did from a deter- 
mination to let Lord Sutton fee fhe was 
aiot the dupe of his artifice, and farther to 
convince him fhe was not likely to become 
.fo. Accordingly Mrs^ Dalton announced 
her intention, and in Ihe went. Tranficnt 
as was Lord Sutton's view of her at the 
affembly, it had left her image deeply 
rooted in his heart ; the beautiful girl of 
fourteen he had never ceafed regretting the 
lofs of, and the vice wtrich reigned predo- 
minant in his foul, was continually plac* 
ing her innocence and budding charms be- 
fore him in a light too acceptable to his 
libertine principles; but when the fame 
beauty, innocence and fimplicity again 
met his eyes, adorned with every grace and 
accompliihment— when the fweetnefs and 
charms of her countenance ftruck him, 
more captivating from their maturity, he 
VOL. II. H felt 
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felt, what he had till this moment been 
xinfufceptible of, a fit^cere paflion ; which 
to gratify he was determined at all events, 
ie the expenfe or trouble what it would. 

When the fair viftim, he now refolved 
never to lofe fight of, appeared before 
him, when he again beheld her, a tremour 
-feized his guilty frame ; he hefitated and 
faultered, but endeavouring to conceal 
by a low and refpedful bow the diforder . 
of his countenance ^ he ^ paid her compli- 
ments on her improvements, which from 
any other perfon might have . flattered the 
vanity of a young woman: but here re- 
fentment, at the unprovoked ill offices and 
•recolledion of the bafe advantage he had 
taken of her unprotefted ftate at Melmoth 
Lodge, were too ftrong to be forced by a 
plaufible appearance or fine fpeeches ; and 
the humble fituation in which flie was, fo 
far from mortifying or abafliing her, only 
ftimulating her pride ; with a haughty air 
ihe demanded his bufinefs. 

This was a reception the proud,, yet 
mean. Lord was not prepared for; and 

jagain 
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:agam his admiration of the lovely objeft 
Jbefore him deprived him of all his guard 
arid fortitude; he however attempted to 
glofs over both his letter and vifit, by al- 
ledglng companion and humanity as his 
motives for both. 

Oh ! ye divine fources of every comfort 
to the diftrefled, how were ye here profti- 
tuted to the worft of purpofes ! 

Anna thanked him ; but as fhe could 
fubfift independent of his offered kindncfs, 
infifted on declining that and every favour 
from him. Your youth. Madam, faid he, 
and inexperience of the world you are to 
live in, is with me an apology for this re- 
turn to the warm efFufions of friendfhip and 
good will. I was once, it is true, fo unf6r- 
tunate as to offend the purity of your ideas ; 
but aflure yourfelf, Mifs Manfel, I was 
then, as now, incapable of meaning you in- 
jury : you muft allow for the prejudices of 
education i for the free manners in a man 
the world not only di{penfes with, but 
jeven approves. I have been, I do not 
deny that / amy a free liver with refped: 
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to your fcx ; meeting, thcrcfbrct alone, a 
pretty girl, I might, without a farther 
rfiought, be tempted to fted a few kifies. 

The indignation and ihame which filled 
the heart and countenance of Anna at this 
varniflied excufc, were too apparent not 
to ftrike him with convidion of her incre- 
dulity; but he had other ends in riew 
than ipcaking to her; it was at the Dal- 
tons 5 they he had the fatisfaftion to fee, 
eagerly credited his profeflions, and as ea- 
gerly condemned the conduft of their 
ward to fo great a man. 

The liberties he had taken, with the in- 
fult he had offered her, he was very con- 
fcious would not bear the cxcufcs he had 
made ; but he depended on her modefty 
and delicacy for her filence. He was right; 
the injured innocent was now in her turn 
abafhed and confufcd ; it was but for a 
moment however, her natural pride and 
integrity, reanimated by the recolleftion bf 
the diftreis this man had brought on her, 
enabled her, with a rejcfting motion of her 
hand, to tell him, if the world were fo in- 
dulgent 



/ ■ 



.^ 



ANNA. 173 

dulgent to fuch adions as he had been 
guilty of, and fuch principles as he pof- 
iefled, it was the fittcit place for him, and 
the moft unfit for her to figure in j fhe 
therefore begged he would return to it, ad- 
ding, fhe was too fcnfible of the obligations 
Ihe was already under to him, particularly 
hue onesy to wilh to cncrcafe them i and, 
courtcfying, contemptuoufly, withdrew. 

Every word and aftion increafed the an- 
ger and aftonifhment of the Daltons ; who, 
from the moment he announced himfelf a 
Lord, fet themfelvcs down as made people; 
he already fancying himfelf in a fat living, 
fhe with delight anticipating the aggran- 
difement of her family through his recom- 
mendation, and having herfclf no idea of 
wounded delicacy or infulted honour, nor 
fufpefting the open, candid, humane per- 
fbn before them of plotting the ruin of in- 
nocence, could not comprehend from what 
madnefs or folly Anna could thus refufe 
fuch defirable and advantageous offers of 
fri^ndlhip. The rude anfwers fhe returned 
deflroyed the caltles they were building 
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and left traces of difappointment on tKeir 
countenances much more vifible than on 
that of their vifitor ^ he knew how to 
take advantage of this difpofition in them, 
and with an air at once of forrow and 
chagrin, lamented the obftinancy of Anna, 
that put it out of his power to gratify his 
own wifhes in ferving her. • However, 
Madam, faid he, turning to Mrs. Daltonr, 
though it. is hard to meet unthankfulnefs 
where we know we deferve gratitude, 
fuffer me to recommend this poor ill- 
judging young woman to your farther 
protedtion ; and fince llie refufes my good 
will, permit me to requelV you will. ac- 
cept this trifle towards the exp^nfe flic 
muft be to you, and promife not to 
make her acquainted with rt. Having 
faid this he fliook hands with the Parfon 
with great apparent cordiality, and ftep- 
ing' into his carriage, was no fooner out of 
fight, than eager to examine the contents 
of a purfe that felt fo very re^eftably, 
Dalton and his wife retired to a littte in- 
^er roomx-^-twenty guineas was a fum fuf- 
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ficient to give force to weaker arguments 
than thofe ufed by Lord Suttbn ; it fet his 
in an unanfwerable point of view, it efta- 
bliihed their notions of his generofity, and 
revived the hopes they had formed from 
his acquaintance. 

Afcer much deliberation it was agreed 
they ftiould join in perfuading Anna to 
write to fuch a noble friend, afk pardon for 
her ingratitude, and implore his returning 
favour. Accordingly they went, and 
having extolled his goodncfs both to them 
and her, got the afiiftance of their daugh- 
ter, and all three befet her with arguments 
and entreaties, by foothing and threats^ 
by fair means or foul, with equal fuccefs; 
flic was too fenfible of what was right, 
and her principles were too juftly founded 
to fuffcr her judgment to be biafled where 
her honour was concerned ^ fhe faw with 
grief he had found the weak fide of Mrs. 
Dalton, and the wicked one of her huf- 
band ; and that in confequence fhe muft 
expeft to be farther perfecuted. 

But as rapes, and carrying off by force, 
fo generally related in modern novels, had 
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not been part of her r^adings^ and as thty 
are things thstc do not often happtn ill 
real life, Ihc apprehended no other dan-^ 
ger from him i indeed his age and debili* 
tated conftitution were fecurities from thole 
evils i Ihe therefore contented hcrfelf 
with hopes to hear no more, than from 
the Daltons, of a man for whom, and 
for no other perlbn living, (he felt a real 
hatred, and continued her negative to 
all their arguments without afllgning ta 
them her reafons. Perhaps (he may be 
accufed here of a bkmeablc referve ', but 
true delicacy and true virtue even feels 
the ilrongeft repugnance to think o^ 
much leis repeat aftlons hoftile to their 
tenets^; and it is to thofe who really pof- 
feis that charafber a kind of humilia tion 
to admit they have ever been infultcd^. 

But the grand account of a life devoted 
to injury and deceit praftifed on the in- 
nocent and unwary, was now to be fettled 
on the heart of Lord Sutton. 

The elegant deportment, the charms of 
our herroine, appeared the more irrefiftibte 
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irom the diiSculty that attended his pur- 
fuit ; hh foul long rendered callous by a 
continual guard over him(clf> and the gra- 
tification of almoft tvcry inclination he 
had fufiered himfelf to indulge, its facul- 
ties weakened, atid his perfon fo debili- 
tated and infirm, that he was become aa 
antidote to that fex who had been his 
former prey, now received impreflions that 
deprived him of reft and peace — the more 
he rcfleded, the more ardent was, his paf- 
fion — ^he curled his own precipitancy at 
Melmoth Lodge, and firmly refolved to 
let no thought or look efcape him now to 
alarm or increafe her difllke, of him; all 
his thoughts were bent on the means of 
attaining the pofleflion of what feemed 
neceflary to his exiftence. How to com- 
pafs this defirable point, did not appear (o 
cafy as he wiftiedj* but to give up any 
defign once formed, or leave one ftfatageoi 
of fraud or hypocrify uncffayed, wouki 
have been as new as the paflion which 
now filled the mind of Lord Sutton. 

His arts, in conjundlion with Frajan, 
had robbed her of every friend but thofe 

Hs (if 



178 ANNA. , 

(if they might be called fo) {he was ncvr 
with ; the power of wealth, joined to the 
artifice he was mafter of, he had no doubt 
would be all the fbrce he wilhed with- 
Dah?on^ and his wife: but what method 
he fhould purfue to render Anna propiti-^ 
ous to his deftres, was ■ tlie thing that moft 
puzzled him. 

It was neceflary to fiibdue her pride as well 
as virtue j to do this, (he muft become de-^ 
pendent on hiniT— his friendfliip muft be in- 
difpenfably neceflary to her fubfiftence. •* 

Again the idea of folely devoting to her 
his charming perfon revived, and with it a 
refolution immediately to pick a quarrel 
with a widow of pleafing perfbh and large 
family, whom poverty Had induced to liften 
to his addrefles, and accepted the place of 
. miftrefs of his town houfe in the room of 
a high bred lady who had left him in 
company with a difcarded groom : his own 
pride had made him drefs this woman out 
with great elegance i but as it required art, 
as well as attraftion^ to keep alive the ap- 
pearance of paflion in the noble Peer, and 



ANN A, 179 

as this ta^y was not an adept In her call- 
ing, he felt no kind of concern for her 
or hers ; and the moft fhe could boaft of 
was a kind of Iplendid mifery. 
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Jh odd old Man. 

XXNNA m the mean time attended to 
the bufinefs, though Dalton ceafed to 
teaze her about the articles j it was im- 
poflible in a fmall country village fo near 
the metropolis, when the chief inhabi- 
tants were the v/ives and daughters of 
tradefmen who could not exift without a 
country houfe, of which number there 
were many at Layton, fuch a figure as 
hers fliould be unnoticed ; fhe fcon be- 
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came the lubjcft of curiofity,. of aidmira- 
ciotij and of fcandal. Who and what caiy 
flic be ? She is verjr h^idfome — flic dref. 
ks too elegant" — is too accompKflied and 
genteel for a mantuamaker — ^flie has cer- 
tainly been famebody*s miftrefs. A co- 
roneted coach with a glaring fuite of at- 
tendants, fl:opping above an hour at the 
door,^, with a gentleman only in it, af- 
forded fubjeft for cenfure and confirma- 
tion. At the aflcmbly of Mrs. Bibbins^ 
the fame evening, a very pretty,, deli- 
cate young man, defigned by nature for 
a retailer of gauze, but jumbled by^ 
chance into a brandy merchant, as he 
was called, aflbred the ladies/ in the loft- 
eft lifping tone imaginable,* that h€ was 
certain flie had been in h%h life, for that 
he had fecn her in a box: at the Opera, 
when he and his fifter (a young lady then 
prefcnt) were in the gallery i which w^ 
confirmed with the additions of Mifs's 
being fure flie was one of thofe bold wo- 
men, viz. a kept one — flie knew her again 
the moment ftie faw her. This matter 
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fettled, hot a pcrfon in company> fare 
tnef but had penetration enough to dif« 
i:over the moft innocent countenance that 
ever graced the creation j to be one of 
the abandoned caft ;-— this was a wonum^ 
Mrs. Wcllers was the wife of a mer-' 
chant who had retired from trade with a 
decent competency, leavmg an only and 
deferving fon in pofleflion of his # all, 
which was employed in procuring hitn a 
£x)ting in a bank of great reputation, 
where he was at firft placed as caihierr 
his ibbriety and attention infured him 
that fiiccefi, and impowered him to make 
thofe returns to his worthy parents, their 
noble confidence in him deferved: he 
married a Woman of plain perfon and 
manners^ with an excellent heart, and 
large fortune: they had feveral children; 
and Mrs. Wcllers faw the goodnefs of her 
own difpofition, and the univerfal gocd 
will fhe bore the whole human. race, richly 
rewarded in the particular proipcricy of her 
own family ; entirely at peace with hcrfclfi 
and (atisfied with the uprightncfs of her own 

mind^ 
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mind and aftions, ftie was the laft to bc-» 
lieve any reports that could injure or drf- 
trefs an individual, and the firft to feize 
on every occafion of vindicating an abfent 
perfon. 

Mr. Weliers had taken very much lately 
to frequenting Mr.. Dalton's chapel, and 
though he had no crimes out of the com- 
mon frailties of human nature to repent of 
himfelf, he waa a great encourager of reK- 
gious praftifes in thofe who had: the 
Doftor himfelf did not take more pains 
with his hearers than Mr, Weliers i and 
often his houfe was fubjed: to guefts of his 
Spiritual acquaintance, not very ?icceptable 
to his wife; notwithftanding, the fweet- 
nefs of her difpofition made her give way, 
with great good humour, 'to thofe little 
whims in a. man ihe. had thirty-four years 
entirely loved and honoured -, and fome- 
times ftie had been prevailed on to go tO' 
chapel with him.. 

It was here our heroine had ftruck her ; 
not indeed in the light the reft of the com- 
pany had {^^n her i fhe felt herfelf prepofi- 
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Jeflcd in favour of that beauty and fimplf- 
city fhe thought ftione in her countenance: 
and having* in the courfe of employing 
Peggy Dalton, been frequently in compa*- 

ny with her, fhe immediately, and wit;h 

■ 

no little warmth, defended the condemned 

» 

Anna 5 I wifh I could fay with fuccefs, but 
the fiat wa^ gone out; to . be convinced 
by arguments fupported only by candour 
and benevolence, againft fuch glaring 
crimes as youth, beauty, and poverty,, 
would be proof of a weak and yielding mind, 
few people chufe to be guilty of ; and to re- 
cant an opinion formed on fuch ftrong 
grounds j a condefcenfion not to be expected. 
The good Mr^ Wellers was not inti- 
midated by her want of fuccefs J her tho- 
rough knowledge af life, and perfeft 
praftife of politenefs, rendered her the 
leader of every thing elfe in the village ; 
but fhe had not power to enforce her own 
candid and generous fentiments; yet as,, 
when once a charader was attacked, fhe 
never gave up her point while a poffibi- 
lity remained of defending the abfent, (he 
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feldom 6Ued in the pleafwe of finding her-^ 
Iclf rewarded for her pcrfcverancc, by fee- 
ingj wick the afliftance of a little time 
and patience, ^^cfT doubt removrd, and 
innocence cleared up. 

It ts much to be lamented, that notwith* 
Handing this is a circumftanrce which daily 
happens, it is often protrafled by fome un^ 
lucky accident, till the calumniators are 
either removed from the Ipot, or themielyei 
in the fame calamity they fo unmercifully 
inflifted on their fellow creatures, otherwife 
ibmething like Ihame might poflibly ope- 
rate for the general advantage (^mankind. 

When tSiis worthy woman left Mrs. 
Bibbin's, flic began to revolve in her own 
mind the feveral circumftances flie had rc- 
fufed to credit in the courfe of her vifit. 

There was certainly fomething more in 
the appearance of Anna than in the com- 
mon run of young women in her Iitua- 
tion : her dreis, fo much fuperior to Dal- 
ton's daughters, either wholly contradic-* 
ted his aflertion, that he had*^ brought her 
up on charity, or if thai were fo, fpoke a 
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myfttry in which fhc found hcrfclf intc- 
reftcd, ahd refolved to take the firft op* 
portunity of finding out. 

Anna, confcious of no caufe for fhame» 
faw hcrfclf an objcft of general obferva* 
tion I but as (he had always been fo^ though 
from different motives, it had no other cf- 
fcdl on her than reftraining her from walk- 
ing out, when a recefe from work would 
have allowed her that recreation. 

It happened, that the next morning 
after Mrs. Bibbins's rout, Anna was fur- 
prifed by another vifitor, as unexpefted! 
and undefired, though not quite fo odious, 
as Lord Sutton: this was Mr. Edwin; 
he was Ihewn, or rather walked, into 
the room, where Ihe was at that moment 
in converfation with Mrs. Wellers; her 
crimfon'd cheek immediately direfted the 
eyes of that defcrving woman to the gen- 
tleman, in whofe countenance the greateft 
fatisfaftion appeared, and whofe glances 
at our heroine ill accorded with his affir- 
mative, on being alked whether Ihe 
might congratulate him on his maniage. 

Mr$^ 
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Mrs. WcUcrs made an ofFer of going i 
but Anna, who happened to be quite 
alone, and not chufing to be left with 
Edwin, intreated her ftay, under^ pre- 
tence of expefting Peggy Dalton, tho^ 
flie in reality knew fhe was gone to town, 
and would not return till evening. Cu-j 
riofity added weight to her requeft ; and 
the lady, to the vifible difpleafure of the 
gentleman, was refeated*. 

He told Anna they were juft returned 
from Bedfordfhire j that he had fufFereJ, 
with great anxiety, any conftraint that 
prevented him from waiting on her j aC- 
fured her he had (hared the niortfication 
jhe had received from his family, and^ 
that all he could command was at her 
fervice. 

This very open declaration from a man 
who acknowledged himfelf a bridegroom, 
ftaggered Mrs. Wellers' good opinion of 
our heroine, more elpecially as it was r€>- 
ceived in filence. 

After a paufe, Anna inquired of the 
tealth of Lady Edwin and her daughter. 

The 
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The latter, he told her, was with Mrs. 
Edwin, the former gone tQ Wales. 

'^ Accompanied, I fuppofe,-' anfwered 
Anna, " by Mrs. Herbert and her famf- 
ly/' An aflcnting bow called up another 
blufh. — Mrs. Wellers had now almoit 
given up the caufe of poor Anna ; when 
fhe was moil agreeably lurprifed, after a 
fecond paufe, to bear her addrefs her vi- 
fitor in a very folemn manner- 
She told him, however honoured flic 
might be, by his condefcending to take 
notice of a perfon who had been fo con- 
temptuoufly difmifled his family, Ihe muft 
beg leave to remind him, that the more 
deltitute and friendlefs flie was, the more 
it behoved her to take care of what 
only flie could call her own, which was 
her good name — " Far, Sir,'* continued 
flie, "be it from me to infinuate, that 
the foa of my benefaftrefs, a married 
man, a bridegroom, would wilfully do 
*^ any thing that could lead to a depri- 
*' vation of that molt invaluable trea- 
" furer but you mufl forgive me. Sir, 
*^ if I remind you of the utter impro- 
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** priety of a young i^oman of my rank 
'* receiving vifits from a pcrfon of yours, 
** in the predicament in which 1 now Hand 
** with your family: Ihould any officious 
*' tale-bearer but mention the circum« 
** Itance of your, being here this morn* 
** ing, would it not juftly offend ladies> 
" for whom I have a fincerc veneration ?, 
— Pardon me> Sir, (for he was eagerly 
interrupting her) the conclufion drawn 
might no lefs affeft your peace than 
my charader ; I therefore muft beg to 
'^ be excufed feeing you, if at any future 
*^ period you ihould make Lay ton ia 
** your way," 

This plain dealing was by no meana 
acceptable to Mr. Edwin, who gave 
Mr;s, Wellers a look of difpleafure, and 
intreated Anna to favour him with five mi'- 
nutes conference. 

The rcqueft was refufed as eagerly as 
aflced — He infiftcd on it — She was im- 
moveable. 

Great as were his chagrin and dilap- 
pointment^ he did not chufe to difcover 
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lialf what he felt; he^ therefore, rifing» 
faid he would take fome more favour- 
Mt opportunity of waiting upon her 
with his meflage from Mifs Herbert, 

<^ Have you then^ Sir, any nieOTage from 
•* her , and could you be fo cruel as to 
^^ detaun it £> long ?-^Alas I I feared Iht 
** had forgotten me,*' anlwercd Anna. 

The ftarting tear as fhc finifhed the 
^tence, thrilled the heart of Edwin, 
who only made ufe of Mife Herbert's nam« 
to gain his point of fpeaking to her, but 
a farther thought now prefcntcd itfelf to 
him, as a ftratagem by which he might 
have her folly in his power : he, there- 
fore, in a cool, refcntful manner, wiihcd 
her a good morning ; faid he faw Ihe 
was engaged, but hoped to be more for- 
tunate in the next vifit he had the ho- 
nour of paying hen 

Anna would now have wiflied to de- 
tain him, but could not prevail on her- 
felf to make any farther attempt. 

When he got to the doo^r, his fervants 
had retired to a neighbouring alehoufe, 
which the convenience of an adjoining 

ihed 



arpo ANNA, 

filed entitled to the name of an irin— i- 
Edwin, at no time a good matter of his 
fervants, now being mortified, and his 
hopes founded on Anna's iituation fo eh- 
tirely reprefled, was in no humour to 
forgive this ilolen refreihment ; he fwore 
he would break the rafcals' bones 5 and 
feeing an dderly decent perfon on the 
€ppofite fide of the way, looking earneft- 
ly at him« afked if he had feen his fcpun- 
drels ? 

The perfon, unaccuftomed to fuch a 
laconic addrefs, gruffly anfwered, he was 
not ufed to look after fcoundrels. 

Irritated at his words, and more at his 
manner, Edwin fiercely threatened to 
horfewhip him into be-tter manners. 

The man, a3 much a ftranger to a drub- 
bing as the fear -of one, inftantly crofled 
the way — Edwin, in the pride of riches 
and profperity, (forgetting that a breach 
of the peace might fubjeft. a man of the 
ifirft cohfequence to inconvenience) was 
as good as his word, aod Jiandfomely 
madeufe of his whip. 

The 
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The neighbourhood, alarmed at fiich 
an outrage, to a perfon who unfortunate- 
ly^-jBtas^ ho fmall favourite of the poor of 
the place, came to his afliftancr, and our 
bridegroom was foon in the fafe cuftody 
of a. blackfmith, conftable, and his af- 
fiftant, a coUar-maken 

The perfon he had infulted, to his infi- 
nite furprife, proved one of the wealthieft 
men in that part of the country; one, 
who was above a pecuniary compenfa- 
tion, and whofe rage at the ajffront as well 
as injury would admit of no palliation. 

An aftion at law he knew would be a 
means of putting the affailant to an ex- 
pence which he could not fuppofe would 
be an.objeft to the young gentleman:: he 
therefore wifely determined to take him 
before a magiftrate, and profecute him 
ibr the aflault. 

Edwin, whofc underftanding . was ex- 
ceedingly good, and whofe knowledge of 
the lawjs and .cuftoms' of his country had 
not been, 'even in his tour, neglefted, 
faw the dffagreeable predicament in which 

his 
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his paffions had involved him, and en* 
^eavoured to afiliage the refentment of 
Mr. Bently^ but in vain i before a magif^ 
trate he ihould go, and give fccuricy to an* 
fwer his offence at the next quarter feffions. 
Ineligible as this fituadon was for a 
man of fafhion, there being no remedy, 
he got fome of the bye ftandcrs to hunt 
out his fervantSj not wifhing to return to 
Palton in fo difgraceflil a ficuacion« The 
men were foon founds and it was lucky 
for them his wrath had met with fuch a 
fet down ; he bid them follow him, with 
an execration delivered between his teeth* 
which was produftive of a frefli offence, 
as his vindi<5live adverfary immediately 
took witncfs of it, in order to oblige him 
to, pay the penalty for profane fwearing. 
Never was poor young man of gallantry 
treated with lefs refpcft or ceremony, dur- 
ing their walk to Mr, Juftice Trap's ; the 
iron gate being unfolded by a fervant in 
livery, who v?as in Scrub's true explana- 
tion of his fervice, his twin brother; 
one part, indeed, of his bufmefe exceeded 

the 
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Ae Herculean labour of Farquhar^s origi- 
nal, fince to the duties of gardener, coach* 
man, footman, and gtoom, was added 
that of clerk and prompter to his mafter, 
although the fees of office were not part 
of his earnings, a hardfhip under which 
he was obliged to be content for many 
reaibns, the principal of which was, his 
liaving been a tradefman in the village at 
the time his mafter worked as journeyman 
with a barber in the fame place ; and, by 
misfortimcs it was neither in his power to 
forefee nor prevent, gradually reducing in 
his circumftances in the iame progreflioni 
as the fortunate Mr. Strap had rifen, and 
at this period having a wife and family 
on the fpot, the generous juftice had 
taken him in the above feveral capacities 
out of charity, for which he allowed him 
eight {hillings per week. 

By this grey-headed fervant or clerk, 
then, our party was ufhered into his wor- 
Ihip's prefence. 

Salutations, not, indeed, of the moft 
friendly kind, paffed between his worihip 
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and Mr. Bently who told a plain matter 
of fad tale, producing witnefles to (up- 
port his charge. Mr. Strap had, there- 
fore, nothing to do but aik the delin- 
quent whether he had any, and what bail 
to offer, as if he had not, a mitimus, 
which Arnold was ordered to produce, 
muft be filled up. 

Edwin was much better acquainted 
with the power of Strap than he was him- 
felf ^ and having fufficiently cooled fince 
he offered the offence, begged to {peak 
with both gentlemen without other wit- 
nefles J he found great difficulty attending 
this requeft, Mr. Juflice Strap being a 
very placable perfon, and by no means 
capable of giving offence where it could 
be returned, and Mr. Bently ftill fmart- 
ing under the weight of his daring breach 
of the laws of fociety. 

At length, however, the * favour was 
granted, after the precaution on the fide 
of the magifiirate,- of a whifper to Arnold, 
ffhtn having told his family and connec- 
tions, he made every acknowledgement 

poffible 
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poflible for a gcntlcmin, and offered any 
fatisfaftion for^ the affront j this C'Cclairciff'e^ 
ment had a very different efFeft on his two 
auditors. The jufticc forgot to enforce 
the nccelTity of the mitimus, in the very 
great refpeft he profcfTed for the perfon 
who was to have been the objeft of it ; 
he protefted were it him, he fhould rather 
look on the little paflionate fally of fuch a 
manj as a piece of good fortune than 
othcrwife, as it was the pieans of putting 
it m his power to confer an obligation, 
where it was the highefl honour to receive 
one, and lie made no doubt but Mr. Bcntly 
would be of his opinion. 

" Not quite fo faft, good Mr. Juflice," 
anfwered that gentleman, ** fpeak for 
yourfelfj you and I fee this matter very 
differently ; ^ou, I perceive, are inclined 
to pardon in Mr. Edwin, aftions that 
^^ would ruin one of his footmen ; as to 
the good fortune of a horfe whipping 
from a great man, — why I wifh you 
had it with all my hearty but this is 
not the firft time you and I have been 
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*' of contrary opinions; if this man (for 
" I will not call him gentleman) were of 
** lefe confequence, his offence would be 
** lefs likewife ; and were it not in his 

m 

*' power to injure fociety as much by ex- 
*' ample as precept, the particular af- 
•' front offered me, (hould not excite an 
'* unforgiving fpirit 

" But here comes a great man, and, 
*^ like your honour, (bowing to Edwin) 
*' he happens to be out of humour about 
*' a wench, a hare, a card, the turn of a 
*^ die, or fome fuch imfcrtant matter: 
** well, he chances to meet fbme infigni- 
** ficant fellow, whofe head being happily 
*' free from any fuch impreflions, is quiet- 
ly following his concerns on the King's 
high road, thinking nor meaning injury 
to any created being; poh, fays the 
great man, you fhall not tread the fame 
ground, breathe the fame air, look ereft, 
'^ Of wear your beard like me ; but why, 
^' and like your honour, (bowing again to 
** Edwin) not becaufe I^am better, older, 

" or 
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^^ or wUet, but becaufe I am richer than 
** you. 

" That may be an incontrovertible rea- 
" fonwith you, Mr. Jufticej but I am, 
'- as I dare fs^ you think, an odd, obfti- 
** nate old fellow j and it gives me great 
*^ pleafure juft now to ftand in the me^ 
•* dium between the overbearance of the 
'^ rich, and the rights of the poor. If 
*' my groom, pleafe your worfliip, being 
•« alufty young fellow, had hid an old 
" man by the heels, I would have pu- 
*f nifhed him legally, or fent him into 
" confinement as an infane. Mr. Edwin's 
** front, to be fure, has nothing wanting 
«« in it ', but, neverthelefs, I fee there no 
" ftronger plea to excite compaflion than 
«* in Dick Grovers." 

" Compaffion," anlwered Edwin fcorn- 
fuUy, " your age — " 

" Ah, generous youth, would thou 
«* Jiadft before remeiftbered it," as fcorn- 
*' fully retorted Bently. 

" I fee," faid Edwin, *^ every concef- 
'^ Hon but adds to your infolence." Then 

I J ad. 
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addrefling himfclf to the magiftrate, lie 
mentioned the difficulty he was under 
about bail, as it was in the county of 
Eflex, where he could not recoiled an in- 
dividual he knew. 

The civil Mr. Strap undertook to take 
care of every thing of that kind, order- 
ing Arnold to ftand i^ for one, and the 
conftable for the other. This being ad- 
jufted, Mr. Bently retired, and Edwin 
acknowledged the politeness of the Juf- 
tice, and inviting him to Portman-fquare> 
was, by him, moft obfcquiouily attended 
to the outer gate. 

He left Layton with the moft mortify- 
ing reflexions ; finccrely did he condemn 
thf paflion, by which he had put himfelf 
in the power of fuch a low-bred fellow; 
as he called Bently i and bitterly did he 
curfe the pride of her who occafioned it, 
not that he minded the law, but the ftory 
might get wind. What cxcufe could he 
make for vifiting Anna at all ? Some terms 
it was neceflary he fhould keep with 
his family, and the little remains of re^e<St 

he 
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he felt for his parents, who he knew 
would be much hurt at the idea of his 
being carried like a felon before a petty 
magiHrate, not a little difturbed him.— 
This train of re fled ions brought him 
back to his fervants, both of v/hom he or- 
dered to be difcharged the inftant he got 
to town ; they then, bound by no intereft 
nor awed by any fear, told tht whole af- 
fair ill the fervant's hall ; and before fix, 
it was a fettled thing among Mn Edwin's 
domeftics, that their matter kept Mils 
Manfel. 

Mr. : Dalton and his family, I have 
faid, were out, the day Edwin was at the 
village; they were goiie, by invitation, 
to dine (where my reader will not expeft 
to find them) with no lefs a perfon than 
Lord Sutton j there the fplendour of the 
houfe, magnificent fcrvice of plare, quan- 
tity of fcrvants and rich liveries, opened 
a new world never {ttn or fulpeded before 
by that family ; they were firftTufFered to 
wait in view of riches that appeared end- 
lefs^ till their ideas of the owner were 

I 4 accom- 
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accompanied with an awe which increaled 
with each new thing that appeared : and as 
their waiting was protrafted for no other 
feafon thaa to give them impreffions fuit- 
able to his purpofe^ his entrance iitfo the 
room> with the moft placid fmiles upon 
his countenance, cordially fliaking hand& 
ivith Dalton, and faluting his wife and 
daughter, ^moft turned their brain^ 

He immediately entered into a very free 
converfation with them, adopting their 
manner of difcoiufej, and gave them a 
dinner abounding with every delicacy 
the feafon afforded ; to which were added, 
the various fuperfluities, which, at the 
command of the rich, are taught to coun- 
teraft the law of nature, by bringing the- 
bloom of ipring to deck a winter tablc> 
and Ipreading it in fummer with the hoary 
appendages of winter. Th^ moft coftly 
and delicate viands were handed round in 
a plenty and profufion, of which the 
humble vifitants knew not the name ; and 
the water, vainly, though with the moft 
fervile rclpeft offered to people> who were 

ftranger^ 
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ftrangers to the cuftom of ufing It at ta- 
ble. — ^A defert fit for the entertainment 
of a royal gueft followed. 

Wonder and admiration kept filent 
thofe for whomfo much pains had been 
taken, and the table would have been 
cleared without its being touched, but for 
the great attention and folicitude of the 
noble Lord, whofc polite recommenda- 
tion of each different fi-uit and confedi- 
onary drew them out of their wonder into 
a more - fubftantial enjoyment of the 
things before them. 

When the lervants withdrew, having 
imprefled his guefts with equal ideas of 
his riches, polltenefs, and generofity, he 
artfully, by inquiries into their income, 
and expreffmg his furprifc it was fo fmall, 
threw out hints of many different ways 
by which it might be enlarged. — Suppofe 
Dalton's return to the church, as he had 
conneftion, and, indeed he flattered him- 
felf, intereft with fome of the firft people, 
in whofe particular line prefentations lay ;' 
in the mean while, till fome thing could 

- I 5 be 
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be done, he muft infift on their accepting^ 
an annuity from him ; he could not bear 
fb amiable a woman as Mrs. Dalton 
fhould feel an inconvenience it was in his 
power to prevent, or fo worthy a man as 
her hufband want any friendfliip he . could 
command. And having made fure his 
way, he now ventured to mention their 
ward; he lamented that her pride and 
cbftinacy deprived him of the plcafure 
of doing her a two-fold fervice, that of 
aflifting herfelf, and of relieving them 
from the burden of fupporting her ; he 
afked them whether they could tell on what 
occafion fhe had been difmiflcd Lady Ed- 
win's family. 

Mrs. Dalton's anfwer was confiftent witfr 
truth ; Ihe lamented Anna's obftinacy in re- 
fufing his favours, which he was grieved flie 
ftill perfifted in, though fhe had no friend 
clfe in the world, as to be fure, though fhe 
pretended to be ignorant of the caufe by" 
which fhe had lofl the proteftion of the Ed- 
win family, it was to be fuppofed that Mr. 
Manfel would adopt their fentiments. 

Daltonj 
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DaTton, I have informed my reader, 
wanted not cunning or penetration ; the 
depravity of his own principles made him 
clearer fighted than his wife; the latter 
ever confided m the appearance of candour^ 
and believed all profeflions made her, with 
the moft credulous fimplicity. 

Sutton appeared to her more than 
mortal with fuch powers, and fuch incli- 
nation to be of fervice to individuals ; fo 
little pride, and fo much humanity 
blended in one charafter, were fo dif- 
ferent to any thing fhe had fancied of a 
great man, that not a fufpicion to his dif- 
advantage could poffibly find its way into 
her mind, 

Notfo her hufband — ^the attention of 
Lord Sutton, fo conftant and unfolieited, 
his extraordinary generofity, the beauty of 
Anna, and charader of the man, which 
was too notorious to be a fecret to any 
who chofe to enquire, were ftrong rea- 
fons for clofc obfervation : and he had no 
kind of doubt, but his Lordfhip's views 

16 on 
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on Anna were more perfonal than he wiftied 
to be known. 

He confidered himfelf in no degree an- 
fwerable for the event ; he wifhed heartily 
to get rid of a young woman on whom he 
could not look without feeling a kind of 
Ihame and felf reproach, which by long 
habit had changed to a hatred of the ob- 
jeft, that caufed fb difagrceable a fenfa- 
tions without taking from his own family 
their all, it was now impoflible to do her 
juftice. Lord Sutton could not, there-- 
fore, more fervently wiih to get pofleflion 
of Anna, than Dalton to be freed from 
her. Thefe thoughts^ however,. had too 
evil a iburce to be communicated to his^ 
wife i paflive obedience and non-reliftance 
he had long taught her, but her moral* 
were yet good: avarice only found its 
way into her mind; from his conftantly 
preaching how neceflary money was to 
the fubfiftence of children fee fondly 
loved. — He had, indeed, been as par-^ 
ticularly careful to guard every fenti- 
ment of his own which . would leffen her 

confidence 
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confidence in his religious pradbife from 
her as from the reft of the world, which, 
from her diipofition was eafy enough to 
effeft : he, therefore, encouraged her great 
encomiums on Lord Sutton; nor was he 
himfelf backward in his acknowledgments; 
concluding with a hint highly pleafing to 
his Lordfliip, that if Anna continued her 
wicked unthankfulnefs of heart, he fhould 
not only difcard her himfelf, but expeft to 
be repaid the expenie he had been at on her 
account. 

. This Chriftian refolution cxhilirated 
the countenance of Sutton, and gave the 
wifhed for explanation of the principles 
of the profeflbr of religion : — ^they parted 
in mutual, good humour, his Lordihip pre- 
fenting Peggy with five guineas for the ex* 
pences of the day. 
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CHAPTER XU. 



^ nev$ Friend-* 



W E left Anna in the beft hands— Mrs. 
Wellers, whofe curiofity had carried her 
to Dalton's, found herfelf lefs fatisfied, 
but more interefted by what had paffed 
during Edwin's vifit — ^A train of reflec - 
tions, the nioft melancholy and deprefling> 
took fuch entire pofleflion of my heroine, 
at the departure of that young man, that 
Mrs. Wellers had twice bade her good 
morning, before fhe was fenfible of any 
thing but her own gloomy ideas. 

After fome time, however, her eyes met 
thofe of that Lady, bent on her with a 
mixture of furprife and compaffion, that 
at once confufed and aiFecled her:— the 
filent tear ftole down her glowing cheeks : 
— T-again recolleftion of paft events 
crowded on her imagination i — ^her agita- 
tion 
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tion increaTed — fhe turned pale ; — ^a fick- 
ncfs overpowered and rendered her an ob- 
Jeft truly affeftmg to the humane Mrs. 
Wellers, who affifted in foothing and re- 
covering her, with a moft delicate atten- 
tion, — ^avoiding even to aflc the caufe. 
When Anna could colleft her wandering 
ideas, fhe refpedlfuUy apologifed for the 
trouble fhe had given the lady, and 
thanked her for her kindnefs with an air 
of the flrongefl: dejeftion. 

Mrs. Wellers feeling herfelf more and 
more interefled, declared that fhe would by 
no means leave her to fuch evil company 
as appeared to have taken pofTeffion of her, 
but inlifted on taking her home to dinner, 
and fhe fhould continue with her till the 
family returned from town. 

Anna would have gladly excufed her- 
felf from' accepting her confiderate invita- 
tion, — ^The evil company alluded to, were 
thofe fhe moft wifhed to indulge j*— but 
Mrs, Wellers was too preffing to be re- 
fufea — and as fhe knew the Daitons paid 
great court to that lady, not only on ac- 
count 
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count of her bufinefs, but of her influence^ 
Ihe concluded it would be improper to. 
rifque affronting her by a refufal ; and in- 
deed the whole of this Lady's conduft had 
been fo kind, it was againft her own feel- 
ings to do it ;— accordingly Anna accom- 
panied Mrs. Wellers to her habitation 
above a mile from the village. 

Mr. Wellers was not at home, fo that the 
day was fpent with no other company; 
and the beauty and fweetnefs of our heroine 
in the courfe of it were found to be her 
leaft perfedion: — the education ihe had 
received, of which, in her fituation at Dal- 
ton's, hardly any traces were difcernible, 
now, in the fociety of a well-bred, fcnfible 
woman, was difplayed with additional luftre, 
as it was wholly unexpedled. 

The eafe and politenefs of her behaviour 
and converfation, the modeft difplay of her 
abilities, and the redlitude of her fenti- 
ments, equally pleafed and furprifed her 
new friend. :-^who (though fhe longed to 
know by what accident fb lovely, anft fo 
accompliftied a creature became an inmate 

with 
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with people fb very" inferior, in every dlC* 
cernible point, as thofe with whom flie 
lived) forbore any kind of inquiries. 

She had indeed gone to Dalton's with 
that intention, having no apprehenfions of 
giving ofFence, where the offer of her fcr- 
vices would fo fully compenfate for any 
traniient mortification. The journeywo- 
man of a mantuamaker could not be 
thought to carry m\ich fenfibility about 
her : — but when ihe had fpent one day with 
Anna, Jier refpeft increafed with her lik- 
ing, and ihe intreated, at parting, often 
to be favoured with her company. 

During her • walk home, the refledions 
which had been interrupted in the morn<> 
^ng, returned. 

Mifs Herbert, had totally, flie feared, de- 
ferted her, till Edwin's hint of a meflage 
had awakened hopes too acceptable to be 
conquered — She regretted inceffantly the 
not giving him the defircd conference-— 
Yet the billet, which fhe was convinced 
was ifjis, was certainly an indifpenfable rea- 
fon for refufing it — but could a moment 

kave 
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have been of confequence— , yes, ottt 
moment would have expofed her to the 
reproaches of her own heart— r/Fi^ dicj 
that fond heart hanker after ? 
^ Mifs Herbert was forbid corre^ondmg 
or honouring her with notice j — and had 
fhe not declined receiving any favour fronv 
that young lady, through the medium of 
Mr. Edwin ? — Could there be now a juft- 
fiable reafon for altering her mind ? — ^Alas, 
no ! the latent caufe of her involuntary re- 
gret fhe wifhed to conceal from herfelf.— 
They would now be going, to Wales; 
what would Mr. Manfel think of her being 
difcharged from a family, on whofe native 
juftice and benevolence all who knew 
them depended ? SHe had not yet written 
to that good man ; how could fhe bear to 
wound his heart by a tale of diflrefs h« 
could not relieve? — She had hoped to 
have heard from Lady Edwin how her 
misfortunes could have deprived her of 
fo valuable a protection ; and there were 
moments in which fhe refolved to wme to 

that 
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that lady — ^but a ^certain pride of confcious 
reftitude and innocence forbade it. ** Why 
" fliould I fmk/' faid /he, « lower than 
^^ my fortunes ? If I had injured Lady 
*' Edwin ; if I could accufe myfelf of one 
thought or ad towards her, unaccom- 
panied with affeftion and refpeft, no 
*^ humiliation could be too great for fuch 
'* an offence ; — but as it is, Miis Edwin 
*' fhall not feed her family pride with my 
*' folicitations." But fhe would write to 
Mr. Manfel ; he would give her fome in- 
formation reipefting thofe to whom her 
heart involuntary turned. She had hi- 
therto fupported herfelf in the idea that 
her prefent fituation was unknown to 
young Herbert ; but now fhe found the 
wedding had taken place with all the fhow 
and parade Lady Edwin from the firfl de-. 
figned — fhe could not doubt he was there, 
and acquainted with her difgrace. 

Indeed if he was not, his correfpon- 
dence with his fifler was regular and punc- 
tual, and it was not probable, an event fo 
remarkable, as that of her being fb fud- 

denly 
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dently difcharged from the family, fhouU 
not have been communicated by her to 
him, more efpecially when Mifi Herbert 
was fo good as to interefl: herfelf in her 
fate — *^Alas!" cried fhe, weeping, "he 
" no longer remembers the wretched 
'* Anna ; or perhaps thinks of her with 
•' contempt — But what have I done ; how 
" have Ideferved this cruel reprobation i 
*' Deareft Patty, have you too given up 
'• your friend ; do I live only in the mc- 
" mory of my pcrfecutors and enemies ; 
" is there on earth fo forlorn an out-caft? 
*' Oh ! if my parents could look down on 
'' the grief of their unhappy orphai>, 
" would they not lament the fate that 
*^ preferved my cxiitcnce, finte it is fo 
*' marked by continual diftrefs ; Rnct 
'^ every friend on whofe compaffion my 
«' orphan ftate has found a claim, is either 
'^ prejudiced ih my disfavour, or torn from 
" me by the ruthlefs hand of death/' 

The tears which accompanied thofe re- 
flexions, were freely indulged during Ker 
walk homci fhe entered Dalton's houfc 

with 
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tnth a pale face, fwoUen eyes, and a heart 
jEiink with delpair. 



CHAPTER XLn. 

Lojl Reputation. 

JL O her infinite iurprife, Anna found not 
one friendly countenance; Mrs. Dalton 
looked on her with anger, her hufband 
with rage ; and Miis Peggy, who was, irt 
her own eftimation, a foot taller, for the 
compliments of the day, with contempt. 
Wholly innocent of a htought of giving 
offence to any of them, ihe could form no 
reafon for their ill humour, but having 
fpent the day with Mrs. Wellers. She re- 
lated that lady's vifit, and her ftrong in- 
vitations to accompany her home \ — but 
flie was foon undeceived, and the grief., 
diat before occupied every thought, gave 

way 
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way to amazement and indignation^ on 
being accufed by Daltpn in the loweft 
terms, of receiving the vilits of a married- 
man, who had left her in the heat of a 
quarrel, and wreaked his fpite on old Mr. 
Bently, who had charged a conftable with 
him — ^that the reafon of her being dif- 
charged Lady Edwin's family was now 
evident — that her imprudence had ren- 
dered her the talk of the place, and in- 
-volved him and his family, on whom fhe 
had no claim but charity, in her diigrace. 

Anna, poor and diftrefled, was proud 
^nd innocent — fuch a charge, from a man 
who ought to 4iave proteded her from in- 
, fult, was too much for her little fliare of 
philofophy to difpenfe withj her heart, 
which had been foftened by her fenfibi- 
lity, now became ftout in her confcious 
integrity — ^W^ith a calm determined voice, 
though her whole frame evinced her in- 
wafd. diforder, fhe demanded to know 
who it was that dare accufe her of the 
horrid things his unfeeling tongue had 

uttered. 

** Inno- 
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^' Innocent creature,*' retorted he, pro- 
voked that his anger had not fVruck dumb 
aperfon fo dependent on himj " Touy 
** then, in the whole village, are only ig- 
^' norantofwhat has happened; can you 
-^^ deny Mr. Edwin's having vifited yoii in 
«< our abfence — by accident, to be fure — 
*' we will believe of that as much as wc 
^ can. 

*' I can no more. Sir,"' anfwered Anna^^ 
** undcrftand your language than I can de- 
vclopc your meaning. Mr. Edwin did 
certainly, as you fay,.vifit me this morn- 
ing ; but why it ihould expofe me to 
*^ fuch indelicate treatment, you only can 
" tell." — "What bufinefs had he with you, 
« Anna?" faid Mrs. Dalton. " Will you 

a 

fay, he came with the knowledge of the 
ladies of the family ?" *' I have not faid 
I** that," anfwered fhe, " nor anything con- 
" cerning his coming ; his coming was as 
" unexpefted as unwelcome to me ; Mrs. 
'^ Wellers was here when he came, and was 
** (o good as to (lay the whole time he 
*^ continued. I know nothing of the quar- 
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*' rel you hint at ; I had fpent the day at 
** the Hill, but had I not fo good a witnefs 
*^ of my condu6t„ it would have been no 
*' caufe of regret, as the kft thing I could 
"*' exped was to meet accufation from thofc 
^ who are bound in confideration of their 
*' own credit to have vindicated me from it." 
And here the recolleftion of what would 
have been Mr. Manfel's conduft on fiich an 
cccafion, ftriking with the vivacity which 
generally accompanies the aftions of peo- 
ple of warm paffions, Ihe told Mr, Dal- 
ton, that, " fmce he knew fo little of her, 
** Ihe would no longer trefpafs on the. cha-^ 
*' rity he upbraided her with, but inftantly 
*' return to Mr. Manfel, were it only to 
*' clear herfelf with refpeft to the motives 
*^ that induced Lady Edwin to part with 
•'^ her." 

This declaration by no means fuited the 
Daltons — if Anna left them, what became 
of all the advantages their fangiiine hopes 
had almoft brought to a certainty from 
Lord Sutton? Peggy, indeed, though a 
very ordinary girl, had been fo highly flat- 
tered 
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t?crcdinhis comfJiimcnts to her, that fbe 
gave it as her pofitive opinion his friend- 
Ihip for them was fixed: indeed, why 
ihould it not ? What was there in Anna fb 
particularly interefting .which they could 
not plead for themfelves with equal right ? 
Mrs. Dalton joined her in faying, fhe* 
thought Lord Sutton too good a man to 
think wotfc of them for the feult of Anna ; 
but added, her being an orphan, and 
fricndlefs, were ties • which they had not. 
Dalton was filent but took a private refo- 
lution to inform his Lordfhip of what hap- 
pened the next day ; and and in the mean 
time defired his wife to follow Anna up 
ftairs, and endeavour to Ibftcn what had 
pafled i inwardly refolving, if it were not 
Lord Sutton's defire fhe Ihould be detained, 
to repeat the affront, that (he might in- 
deed fct off in anger, and rid him for ever 
of a perpetual fource of difguft, 

Mrs. Dalton found her in a fituation 
that difarmed every idea of anger her huf- 
band's intelligence excited, for it was him 
who was told, and communicated to her 
the events of the day. Unlocking her trunk 
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in order to pack up her clothes, the firft 
thing that prefented itfelf to her was a 
letter written by her departed friend; the 
tender and generous fentiments it expreflcd, 
the praife bcftowed, and the maternal love 
it contained, now wrung her heart. " Oh, 
*' my dear and only friend 1" cried (he, in 
a tranlport of grief, "Why, why are yon 
*' for ever loft to me ? How little does 
*^ it now avail me to have cherifhed your 
** inltruftions, to have, made your perfeft 
'* life the model of my aftlons. In the 
*' wide world have I not a fingle friend to 
" do me common juftice, Could you have 
*' thought your Anna would have lived to 
^ be charged with infamy?" In thofe eat- 
clamations on her knees, the open letter 19 
her hand, and her face bathed in tears, fhe 
was found by Mrs. Pakon, wfeofe gqiod 
nat«re immediately co-operating wif h her 
hufband's defire, induced her to comfort 
and feoth her, who ten minutes before, 
ihe bad joined in reviling as the worft of 
criminals. Aiina was foon appeafed, but 
not happy: to find herfclf the .talk of 
jthc place as a woman who received Im-i- 

prudent; 
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prudent vifits, cut her to the foul j and hav- 
ing inquired into the particulars of the af- 
fair, ihe found the refleAions on herfelf 
proceeded from what the fervants had in 
their cups (aid at the inn, who made no 
fcruple of attributing lier difchargc from 
the family, to a criminal aflkir with their 
mafter; and tiiat now the wedding was 
over, they fhppofed ihe was to be taken 
into keeping. 

A icandal, ib void of the leaft foundation 
was the more provoking, as there was fbme 
part of it o»t of fcer power at prefent 
to confute. Uncertain what ftep to take^ 
and depreilcd beyond meafure in her ipirits^ 
ihe could only lament her unhappy lot» 
and depend on the juftice of Providence to 
clear her fame j making, however, a ftrong 
refolution never to fee Mr. Edwin again 
on any pretence whatever — ^no, not from 
Mifs Herbert — and to take the firft oppor- 
tunity of leaving Mr. Dalton's. Her zeal 

for returning to Mr. Manfel now abated j 

• 

rould ihe think of burdening that good 
man with her affliftions ? Could fhe wifh to 
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involve him in difgrace and diftrefs ? What 
to her was now the opinion of the Her- 
berts ? If, as the fervants alledged, Ihe was 
difcarded on account of Edwin, Charles 
would not be the lad to hear a tale fo in- 
jurious to her honour ; his lifter had Cer- 
tainly given her up — that indeed ccafed to 
be matter of wonder when it' was confi- 
dcred fhe too muft have credited a ftbry fo 
calculated to dcftroy every bias of an un- 
corrupted mind. 

Confcious that he had ad-ually paid her 
his warm addrcffes at the very period he 
was entering into a matrimonial contraft 
with Mifs Turb^ille, flie now relle&ed 
bitterly on her own want of difcernriient j 
fince from that circumftance it was evident, 
however difguifed under the appearance of 
rcfpedt and delicacy, his views had the a- 
bandoned end fo. openly declared in .his 
billet. She regretted not acquainting Lady 
Edwin, at the time, with all that had paft j 
but her regret now came too late-^her 
gdod name, that invaluable jewel of a wo^ 
man, was hurt — innocence alone could not 

clear 
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clear her charafter, and fhc had nothing 
elfe to oppofe agadnft the calumny fo re- 
cently excited by the foUy and impru- 
dcnceofMnEdwin; fad as thofe reflec- 
tions were, they were continually uppcr- 
moft in her thoughts. 

To return to Mr. Mahfel fhc could not 
bear— to ftay at Dalton's was worfe ; un- 
knowing and unknown, what hope could 
, Ihe entertain of making more fortunate 
. connexions than thofe which had coft her 
fo dear ? Yet (he was refolved to try ; and 
for this purppfe fcrioufly began to fearch 
in her mind for fomc clue to guide her 
through the labyrinth before her. 

Mrs. Wellers was the only perfon with 
whom (he held common converfation out 
of Dalton's family, fince fhe had been at 
Layton; to her fhc refqlvcd to apply, 
and, ifnecefTary, to open her whole mind. 
In this difpofition fhe walked to the Hill 
the next morning; but not having the 
good fortune of meeting lier at home, fhe 
left word flie would call the next day. 

K 3 CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XUm 



Contains Things of great Importance^ 



DaLTON went, as he propofed, ta 
Portland Place; if he wanted confirma- 
tion of his fofpicions before, the change 
o£ countenance in Lord Sutton woiild 
have been ftrfficicnt, — n^c, jcjdoufy, add 
forrow, were alternately, vrfibic in a face, 
never tolerable, now abfolutcly hideous. 

A volley of imprecations ftartled Dal- 
ton, and the furious Lord hardljr could re- 
ftrain himfelf from manually rewarding 
his intelligence; the afFrightcd Parfon 
wifhed himfelf out of the houfc, and loft^ 
in fears for his pcrfonal fafety, all hopes 
of future advantages; however a little 
thought on one fide, and patience on the 
other, explained the fcntimcnts of both. 

Lor 
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Lord Sutton made an apology for his 
warmth, which was very readily accepted 
by Daltonj they proceeded, therefore, to 
buiineis with equal eagcmels, and ic was 
agreed, the noble Lord fhoiild caU, by 
accident, next mornbg at the reverend 
teacher's houfe, to xry, aided, by the aci* 
vice of her friends, to prevail on Anna to 
move out of the way of firdnftion, or if 
it was too late for that, to pre&rve her 
from the farther evil conieqoences of fuclt 
an atrocious crime. 

Lord Sutton's humanity carried him fliU 
farther ; Mrs. Edwin was a charming wo- 
man, and defcrving a better fate ; he fcfc 
for her — ^to refcue her from the mifery of 
difcovering the infidelity of her hufband, 
and, at the fame time, to remove from 
him the temptation of continuing to in- 
jure fo fine a creature, were, as he affurcd 
Dalton, what he had moft at heart ; his^ 
praifes were echoed with all that iervility 
opulent vice ever receives from indigent 
finncrs ; and thofe fentiments which owed 
their origin to the moft abandoned* mo- 

K 4 tives. 
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tives, attributed to the divine emanatioit 
of Chriftian benerolcncc and good will to 
the perfon he wiflicd to deftroy. 

Whca Dalton had taken his kave, and 
Lord Sutton retired to his library, freed 
from the impertinence of obfcrvation, dif- 
trafting as the idea was, it was but too 
probable that the fwcet prize he had io 
long meditated obtatnaig, was now for 
ever torn from, him j the pangs of jealoufy 
this thought gave, convinced him of what 
he did not like to believe, that his heart 
was now rcaHy attached, and that, tnau- 
gre all that vanity could urge, it was 
without the leaft hope of return. To that 
cxcefs he adored Anna that he now regret- 
ted he had not offered her marriage ; but 
fhe had been fo long at Lady Edwin's houic, 
after her fon arrived, before he had feen her, 

• 

it would, perhaps, have been too late, then, 
to have obtained her unfuUied hand ; and 
however abandoned has been the life of a 
libertine, let his aftions have been branded 
with every breach of the laws of honour, 
gratitude, or hofpitality, let him have cal- 
led 
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led the. holy hofl: of heaven to witnefs, his 
perjuries, let beauty, innocence, and vir- 
tue, have been his prey, be it remembered, 
fuch a charafter, though worn out with 
every vice to which human nature is liable 
in its moft depraved Aate, he expe6ks he is 
yet entitled to the difinterefted affedions, 
t;he pure and unblemiftied heart of what- 
ever happy woman happens to ftrike his 
worn-out tafte. 

As the fond wifh we are apt in our fan- 
guine expedations to form, leaves us, we 
are then, while hope and fancy play 
around the imagination, fond of feizing 
on the next good thing we look for- 
ward to. 

Thus, Aima, courted by Edwin, one 
of the handfomeft young n^en of the age, 
if it were poffible flie had yet retained her 
virtue, would not, furely, yield to him j 
her old prejudices yet alive, perhaps, fuf- 
peding, what was truth, that he had 
Jielped to deprive her of her friends in 
Grofvenor-fquare, as v/ell as Somerfet- 
Ihire. * 

K c . But 
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But ta be a lady, to make her mrftrell 
of himfelf and fate, could fhe, in naturcj^ 
refufe that ? Yet tor beftow himfelf and 
fortune oa an orphan^ a girl' nobody knewi 
were all his intrigues to end in fb inglo- 
rious a union ;1)ut then the eharming^ image 
of Anna decked in jewels, ornameated by 
drefsj and equipage rendermg him the envy 
of all the young fellows^ of the- age, arofe 
in his idea, and banifhed from* thence every 
mortifying retrofpe^of what had been, in 
the enchanting hope oB what might yet 
be ; and he detexmined, if He found her un- 
contami«ated,,pure>.and worthy fo capital 
a piese of felicity, to offer her his hand. 

Madame Frajan was announced in 
thatinftanti but a day before this vifit 
from the partner in his iniquity would 
have h^en the moft acceptaUe thing 
that could have happened.; at- prefent 
it was rather malra-propos. However 
flie was too deep in his fecrets ta'bc 
affronted, fhe was therefore admitted 
■.~Her lengthened face and meaning 
eyes convinced him there was fomething 

ta 
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to be told i but curio fity had now little 
room in a heart totally abforbed in the 
delightful ideas of pofleffing the moft 
lovely of women. 

Frajan was too full of her errand to ob- 
ferve this change ; and having prefaced her 
ftory by defirmg now to remind him of 
what (he had frequently aflerted^ that tho* 
the EngCfh woman pofleiled not that noble 
franknefs which rendered the gallantry of 
French ladies more confpicuoiis> they were 
none of them averfe to intrigue: — The 
demure little Anna, for inftance,. though 
fhe wanted penetration and tafte to fufFer 
his Lordfliip to Initiate her into the fbft 
paffion, had not been lb cruel to Mr. £d* 
win, by whom fhe was now adtually kept 
This intelligence, delivered partly with 
reproach and partly with fpite, found not 
fuch credit with Lord Sutton as fome 
other of that lady's- invention^ wkh his 
aid, liad done from the family ihcfervred.. 

He knew the laft part to be falft, as weD 
as many other things laid to the charge of 
Annaj but the cafe was now altered,, the 

K d injuries 
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injuries done to the charader of a deferted 
orphan might not, perhaps, become .ne- 
ceflary to clear Lady Sutton j as the ble- 
mifhes, which would ruin the one, and 
deprive her of the means of procuring an 
honefl: fubfiftence would be loft in the afflu- 
ence and dignity of the other. But yet 
there were fome few obligations our he- 
roine owed to the inventi<Hi . of him and 
his affociate. Madam Frajan, which it 
would be by no means convenient Anna 
fhould be acquainted with, at feaft white 
it was out of her power to acknowledge 
them as they deferved. — But for this con- 
fideration, the league betwixt thofe two 
worthy friends would have been inftantly 
diflblved, as it had never yet happened 
that he had fet the leaft regard on any 
one perfon longer than he could in fome 
fhape or other make fliem fubfervient to 
his intereft, or dropped with the leaft re- 
ludance any one wKo had done him the 
laft good office in their power. 

His Lordfhip had now no thought of 
his fair emlflary, but how to caft on her 

the 
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the odium of every injury done Anna by 
their joint means. 

Cooly, therefore, he aflTured her, flie 
had been mifinformed, that he was better 
acquainted with Anna's fituation and fen- ' 
timents, and believed the firft was reput- 
able, the. latter untainted. — The air* that 
accompanied this declaration ftruck poor 
Frajan dumb ; Lord Sutton turned the 
friend of Anna, then muft he be inevit- 
ably her enemy, fince if admitted to her 
converfation, difcoveries muft be made 
which Jhe could not ftand the brunt of. 
However, one confiJation remained ; ihe 
liad iikewife difcoveries in her power, 
which, on occafion, flie was determined 
to make ufe of. Female fpite required 
this piece of juftite, on a man who had, 
from the beginning, deceived even her; 
and his fufFering her to depart without 
the accuftomed douceur, which fhe al- 
ways reckoned on as her undoubted per- 
quifite, contributed not a little to the^ 
vindiftive fpirit in which fhe left him. 

Lord 
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Lord Sutton« full of his intended pro* 
jcft, and the happincfs he expefted to re- 
firit from his deep-laid fcheme, paid lit- 
tle regard to the fudd^ncfs of her exit; 
one difficulty now ftruck hini^ v hich was^ 
Jiow to get rid of his two fultanas ; the 
one in the houfe wkh kim^ was a poor^ 
fpiritlefs, meek^ creature^ whole whole 
pleafure centered in the children ihc had 
by a tender and worthy deceaied hulband ; 
—his pleafures or purfuits were equally 
uninterrupted by her : indeed, in his opi* 
nion, (he was but one degree removed 
from ideotifin; he promifcd himfclf to 
part with her without the Icaft trouble or 
expence : at prcfent, the honefty of her 
difpofition, and the oeconomy which 
(though reduced from very promifing ex- 
pediacions) had always been her jprz&lce, 
made her a very valuable manager in his 
family, Profufion and meannefs are very 
nearly allied ; nothing that couki feed his 
pride or vanity, nothing that could con- 
tribute to the gratification of his appetite 
of any fort, was thought much of by* 

bim^— 



Jikn ; — but thotsgh firom a fccnc of impa- 
fition^ waftc and cxpencc, Mrs. Villcri 
had efl:abli(hed order and regularity, and 
confequendy his houfe-keeping bills were 
one half reduced, her accouncs were fure 
to meet a thoufand faults , nor even fet- 
tled without being reminded of the value 
of money> of the poverty fiom which ht 
had reKeved her, and the diftrefs fhe 
mud be again expofed to, if deprived 
of his proteftion. 

The fettled unchangeable countenance 
with which thofc harangues were received, 
contributed not a little to confirm his no- 
tions of her flupidity; he could> there- 
fbtc, turn ber out when it was conveni- 
ent; but the woman he kept at Bath, 
who was the fame that oa his firfl return 
from India, he had in the parade of his wealth 
and oriental confequence, eflablifhed a 
firft-rate courtezan, wJio dared do any 
thing fhe took into her head> and who, by 
threats and cunning, had contrived to be 
fupported in fpltndour, by a man wlo 
entertained not the Icafl inclination for 

hei^ 
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her, and indeed who naver had anjr— 
How fhould he do with bf^? :, 

One certain plague whidi attends old 
rakes and coquettesi is the mortificatiott 
iure to be inflifted tt every hint of en* 
crcafingagei ip was a plague particularly 
tohnentiog to Sutton j it. was his very 
fore piacc j Charlotte Maddcfn knew every 
^eak point about hin? > and the art of 
ti^roing this knowledge tx) her own advan- 
tage was what fhe was by no means defici- 
.^nt in. Our hero ^ood fo much in awe 
^f this charming appeadage to his ftatc, 
-that though the houfe and cftablifhmejat 
at Bath were elegajnt and expenfive ; and 
■tiiough the waters of. that delightfid 
place were allowed to be the moft falu- 
tary for conftitutions broken by long re- 
fidence in. a hot climate ; it was the place 
he was leafl: feen at. For this piece of 
felf denial he had two excufes, bufmefs 
in winter, and indifpofition in fummer; 
an 1 prc;videJ his charmer had been of the 
party, he would have fairly compounded 
v.ith ny one, to til' cne whole at a very 
cheap rate oji^ hL ixaiids. 
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His heart recoiled the moment Char- 
lotte came acrofs his memory: had he, 
been going to be ynited to a modern wo- 
man of fafhion, a large jointure and dou- 
ble pin money would have filenced the 
fcniples of a fafhionablc belle, who, con- 
tented to lead in her own fet, would not 
perhaps have been offended at her huf- 
band's miltrefs'^ claiming the fame ad- 
vantage as thofe fhe aflbciaied with. 

But the purity of the mind of Anna, and 
the old-faihioned Botions fhe inherited 
from Mrs. Manfel, would, he well knew, 
Ihrink froni fuch an idea ; to get rid of 
Charlotte, therefore, was indifpenfably 
neceflary; but how,, was another thing 
too difficult to be direftly determined upon. 
Banifliing, therefore, fuch an unpleafant 
fubjeft, again he * indulged himfelf in 
contemplating the charms of his future 
bride, in figuring to himfelf the ferenity 
of his life with fuch a c(^panion, and in 
furnifliing his mind with arguments to 
combat his milgiving, on account of 

Edwin, 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

*rhe Difappointment. 

JN EXT morning carried him to Layton. 
Dalton and his family were dreficd^ m 
expedation of the honour he did them ; 
but Anna was not of the party ; a cir« 
cumftance that gave him no difquieti as 
he was glad of the oji^ortunity to inquire 
if any thing farther had tranfpired,. rew 
lating i^o the fuppofed connedljon with 
Edwin. 

He was oveijoyed to hear from Mrs. 
DaltOHj fhe was convinced, as far as re- 
lated to Anna, it was totally void of 
fouiKlationj he only wanted this to in- 
duce him to open his intention, which he 
did, with all the parade and oftentation 
his heart abounded in, at the fame time 
making a full difplay of the extreme ge- 
nerofity of his motives, in waving every 
confideration of birth and fortune,^to 

mak? 
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make himfclf the legal protedor of a def- 
titute young creature, who muft elfe fall 
a prey to the wicked intrigues of a liber- 
tine 9gjt. — The furprize of the Daltons 
is not to be defcribed at this declaration^ 
nor their joy, at the conneftion they had 
an opportunity of forming, by fo eligible 
a match for their ward^ who would now 
amply repay all their kindneis (he was iup-* 

" poied to receive from their hands : — ^in the 
fulnefs of their hearts they complimented 
the noble lord, and they congratulated 
each other ; his goodnefs they extolled to 
the (kies; while the afjuration of their 
own hopes feemed to follow his exultation. 
When full two hours had been em- 
ployed, to the mutual iatisfaftion of the 
vifitor and vifitcd, his Lordfhip expreffed 
his wifli to. be admitted to the fight of 
his intended bride : fhe had gone out be- 
fore brcakfaft, and was not returned j 
her acquaintance was fo fmall in the viL 
lage; it was eafy to trace it; the maid 
was therefore difpatchcd to Mrs. Wellers'> 

' . with Mrs. Dakon's requcft fhe would im- 
mediately come home. The girl re- 
turned 
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turned with aniwer, that Mifs Maxifi^l 
breakfafted with Mrs. Welkua, who had 
taken her to town in the carriage, hut 
that they were expeAed back to dinner: 
—Sutton was difapqointed and angry: 
who the d^ is this Wellcrs, faid he^ 
and why do you fuiFer her to go out 
alone ?--**DakQn iatisfied him as to the 
propriety, of her companion, and both. 
promifed, till they had the honour of deli- 

. Yering her into his own hands, ihe never 
more ihould go out of their fight.-?— This 
promife hardly pacified him: — ^he was 
drefled, both himfelf and epuipage, to at- 

. traft all eyes i arnied at all points, he had 
flattered himfelf he was irrefiftible ; it was, 
therefore, with extreme regret, he gave up 
the expeAation of feeing her that dayj 
yet to wait her return and again fend for 
her, would be opening his addrefles, which, 
notwithft:andnig his great, vanity, he had 
fome fericu3 fear about — ^in rather an 
awkward way, he was therefore obliged 
to poftpone' '.this. . weighty... aflTairj and, 
charging Dalton with his .'compliments, 
&c. he told him he Aould write to her 

as 
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as foon as he got to town n— the carriage 
being then ordered to draw to the door, 
with half the town round itinfuU gaze, 
affeiaing an air of humility and good 
humour, after bowing to the doffed hats 
of the mob, he was drawn off. 

During the time his carriage was in 
waiting, the young diftiller 1 have before 
mentioned, pafled fie houfej and meet- 
ing a neighbour, who had the honour of 
mixing medicines for the infirm in that 
and the adjacent villages, the diftiller," 
ready to burft with the importance of his 
owrt ideas, obferved the extreme elegance 
of the vis-a-vis, and, with a fneer, fup, 
pofed Mifs would be for cutting as great 
a figure as the Bird of Paradife. The 
dodtor was a man of good" underftanding, 
and a tolerable Ihare of profeffional know- 
ledge} but having met, in his domeftic 
circle, fome embaraffment, which called 
on the utmoft exertions of induftry to 
counterad, he had very little knowledge 
of the world, with which Mr. Bibbins 
affured him he wasperfecfUy acquainted; 

what. 
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vfhzt, therefore, was that gendcman's 
meaning, when he ijpoke of the Bird c^ 
Paradife, he could not conceive. 

,The young gentleman, in pity to his 
ignorance, told him it was in high life a 
courtezan; that the girl at the Parfon's 
was of the £ime ftamp, as he himfelf had 
often ieen her in places where he and 
people of the genteeleft Ibrt refi^rted; 
places, indeed, that required drefe, (view- 
ing with no fmall felf-i^probation, the 
pink knee-Arings that adorned the upper 
part of his pretty legs, and heels of the 
fame colour that terminated that lovely 
part of his chiming peribn) befides the 
money it coft to get into them. 

" And!how vcame this lady to condc- 
** fcend, then, in the full bloom of youth 
*** and beauty to leave thofe gay connec-^ 
"^ iicmsr' aflced the Doftor— " Oh, God 1 
'*' how ignorant you arc," returned Bib- 
'« bins, "of life: why, thefe fort of folks 
^' have all their ups and downs — ^that, 

^' now, is the Duke of t ■ -s carriage ; 
*' he viiits her incog, only, till flic has 

*' obtained 
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*« ^obtained a fettlement from a rich Welch 
*^ Squire, who is married and wants to get 
«* rid of her." 

A young man of plain, but genteel, ap- 
pearance, whofe attention feemed to be 
taken with the fame gaudy objed, afked 
Mr. Bibbins if he was fore he was not 
miftaken, as the coronet was not ducal~- 
Another opportunity now offered for the 
di^Iay of his knowledge of great folks in 
the peHbn of the ftranger^ he anfw«red 
with an air of poiitive afTurance, that he 
knew his Grace perfeAly well, that he had 
great dealings amongft minifters, and them 
there fort of folks j that the prime minifter 
often fent for aad <:oBfulted both Jium and 
his father on ^airs of ilat^ ; and it was 
impoflible he jcould be miftaken in any of 
the Lords ojr Dukes of the court; becaufe 
why, .hp often and often had been there ; 
and his own uncle. Sir Gilbert Mulhroom, 
had been knighted. Proofs like thefe, 
were damning ones; indeed they were 
unanfwerable, or at leaft unaniwered by 
the young, ftrangcr, whofe' involiint^y 

iighs. 
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fighs, turned the attention both of the 
Doftor and young Bibbins from the equi- 
page at the door to the perfon whofe emo- 
tions it vifibly excited. 

There was fomething in him that raifcd 
a good-natured curio fity in the Doftor. 
To Bibbins he was a borej and having. 
in his remark of the coronet fliewn a fu- 
perior knowledge to the beau, was direcftly 
concluded by him to be a heraldpainter 
SLXid a low fellow — ^Now, though in the 
pradiee of that art, if he had by any kind 
of means contrived to acquire a fortune, 
or, without one, could drefs fb vaftly well 
as he, Mr. Bibbins, did; there was no- 
thing that could or ought to have ihocked 
his nicety— -but the plainnefs of his ap- 
pearance, a dejedted turn of countenance,^ 
and fallen cheeks, were objeAs that at once 
bringing his own appofite perfeftions in 
view, infpired him with fovereign con- 
tempt: turning, therefore on his heel, 
humming Tally-ho, without any ceremony 
he walked off, leaving the doftor and 
ftranger ftill in view of Dalton's door, the 

latter 
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I^Henwkh fixsd attention there, and the 
former ^ fixedly obferving him, 

Dofter Collet, I have faid, was too 
much engaged in the concerns of his fa- 
mily and patients, to be very converfant 
in the great world j and, as is the conftant 
praftice in jmall country places, the em-- 
barraflmeats of his domeilic circle had 
b?en (b perverfely handled by the good- 
natured idlers of the village, that his wife 
dying of a confumpticm, he had been fet 
down as her adlual murderer by one half^ 
and (a woman, whofe natural peevifh and 
refraftory difpofition had not only ba- 
nifhed peace from her own boipm, but 
her liabitation) fandified, as the very beft 
creature in the world, by the other. 

The Doftor's pride on- one hand, and 
the particularity of his difpofition on the 
other, always prevQnted his explanation, 
which,: like Sterne's Yoric, he could have 
made in his own favour, and had well 
nigh loft all his female patients, as well as 
his charafter, before "he dreamed of either 
4>eing in danger -, when, however, he found 

VOL. n. L the 



442 A N N A. 

the predicament in which he Rood, tw# 
methods only offered; one was> by going 
round the families who had been preju« 
diced againft him, and expofing, not only 
the follies but the vices of the deadj and 
endeavour to recover his loft ground} 
the other, to retrench the expences of his 
houfej and rely on his unimpeached Ikill 
for as much bufinefs as would barely fup^ 
port him, and leave the neighbourhood 
to their own opinions ; this was the leaft 
trouble, and this he adopted, devoting 
all his leifure to ftudy and chemical 
whims, and encouraging a dilpofition to 
defpifc mankind; but as this foumefsof 
heart was more the effcft of habit and ne- 
ceffity, than principle or choice, the na- 
tural good nature and philanthropy of his 
foul fomctimes broke out through the 
midft of contrafted pctulence; and ^s in 
the prefent inftance, his heart yearned 
with good-will to his fellow creatures. 

But though he was fo obdurate to the 
calls of curiofity in his own affairs, no pcr- 
fon living could be more intereftcd in thofe 

of 
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of other people, or take greater pains to 
make himfelf acquainted with the caufes 
as well as efiefts of every occurrence in 
and about his own village ; nor was he^ 
to do him juftice, a . bit iparing of the in- 
telligence fo induftrioufly procured; dif- 
penfing4iberally at one houie all that oc- 
curred at another, fomc times fcafoned 
with a litde of the acrimony of his own 
feelings, and that without the leaft inten- 
tion of injuring any individual, but merely 
to indulge himfelf in the exhibition of his 
talents, and for thcje he happily enter- 
tained a very great refpeft; really un- 
confcious, though fb great a fufferer in 
his own charadker, of the mifchief his 
eternal goffip produced, he was the firft 
to condemn the praAice he adopted, and 
as ready to contradiA any report, though 
circulated by himfelf, when convinced 
of its fajfity, as to enforce its credit, 
when fure of its being true. 

What could he* poffibly fighfor? What 
could the girl be to him ? he would give 
the world to know— but curiofity, power- 

L 2 ful 
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ful as was its. influence on the mind of 
Dr. Collet, was ever vanquifhed by hu- 
manity; a fudden palenefs which over- 
<pread the face of the ftranger, the evi- 
dent diftrefe of his looks, and his inter- 
efting appearance, altogether excited his 
attention and refpeft ; he intreated him 
to go home with him to his houfe, which 
was within fight — ^the offer was accepted 
with a polite freedom, and a few mo- 
ments ferved to fettle a very good un- 
derftanding between *the dpftor and his 
new acquaintance, who acknowledged 
that it was of the utmoft importance to 
him to know every particular concerning 
Anna Manfel. A £rm promife in return 
was given by Collet, to make it his bu- 
finefs to inform him of all he could learn; 
gratifying at once, by their league, his 
two favourite, though contradidory, . pur- 
fuits, curiofity and good nature ; on which 
errand he immediately fallied out. 



CHAP, 



ANNA. 24 



CHAPTER XLV. 



Tki Morumg Vifit. - 

W^ITH Dalton Collet had no acquain- 
tance } that good man had a mortal aver- 
fion to phyfical bills, nor would ever fuf- 
fer one to be incurred in his family: but 
lie Imd neard of Bently's aiFair, and Bib- 
bins* account of Anna was a confirmation 
that the report then fpread was but too 
true; however, he was refolved to be 
fomething better informed, if poflible, 
and as he had the honour of attending 
the family of Mr. Juftice Strap, he took 
occafion to call with a How d'ye? on his 

lady. 

There he met, on a fimilar vifit to the 

Mifs Straps, Mifs Bibbins, the young 

lady I have before introduced as a per- 

fon perfedly acquainted with the bad 

L 2. charafter 
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charader of our heroine — Dodlor Collet 
was nobody ; he, therefore, was no inter- 
ruption to that young lady's volubiiity, 
who continued her account of a drefe 
which feemed to have made no fmall dif* 
turbance in her ideas. 

** The flounce, if you will believe me, 
** ma'am, was near half a yard deep, of 
*^ the fineft corded' muflin, put on as 
thick as pofllble — ^the train, though 
looped up, I am fure was of a mon- 
ftrous length; why, dear me, mamma 
fays it is not a little pays for thofo 
things ; then, ma'am, her linen is fo 
^* fine — and it is a fliame to fee the lace 
** fhe wears — ^befides fhe certainly paints.** 
— " That is very evident," anfwered the 
eldeft Mifs Strap—" I am aftonifhed Mrs. 
" Wellers can take up with fuch trum- 
" pery." — " Oh, as to that, my dear,'* 
anfwered Mrs "Strap, " it is eafy accoun- 
** ted for ; Mrs. Wellers, you know, 
" takes on her to lead us all — and per- 
" haps fhe may hope to introduce this 
" minx by way of {hewing her powers 
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'* fome folks who are very well them- 
** felves, may fancy what they pleafe, 
** but there are folks whofe chara6ters 
" are of confequence." 

" Certainly, ma'am," faid Mifs Bib- 
bins, " that is what my mamma fays j 
" and befides, as fhe fays, the thing is 
** paft doubt J for how could fuch a girl 
*^ as that wear about in her common 
" drefe, things that are fo expenfive and 
*' out of charafter for her ; befides, her 
*^ affeftation of modefty, fhunning the 
*' eyes of the men, nothing is eaher, than 
** to fee that it is all a farce — I have no 
*' patience with fuch creatures." 

*' This," replied Mrs. Strap, is one 
« of thebleffed efFeds of Mr. Thornhill's 
" eftablifliing his meeting here ; I afliirc 
you, I think it very hard the Mifs 
Straps, and you, Mifs Bibbins, and 
the other young ladies of the place, 
cannot walk out without being fhocked 
by the fight of a kept woman." 
Collet had fat with fome degree of im- 
patience, in hope of edging in a word, by 
way of gaining the intelligence he fought 
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after, till the laft part of the ctfnVeriatidn ^ 
when u^iderftanding, what he had at firft 
no fufjMcion of, that Mifs Manfel was tte 
fub]e<ft of it, he became not ohly attentive, 
but, by juft aiking a queftion now and 
then, when a paufe of the fair declaimera 
would fujffer him, he learned tliat Mifi 
Manfel was a vile yourig Woman; that fhe 
had feduced the aflfedions of die lady*$ 
fbn ihe (erved, though iObe then knew he 
was under engagement to be married to 
a young heirefs of fafhioh; that he had 
turned her off; -and that fire was- notr' 
making ufe of every artifice to procure a 
fettlement from him, by threatening to 
difclofe the affair to his lady; and that 
ftie was privately vifited by more th^fi 
one gentleman nomy though they could 
not pofitively think what attradions fhe 
had:— but men, Mifs Bibbins obferved, 
had very ftrange taftes. 

So much for the account at the wor- 

ftiipful Mr. Straps', who corroborated the 

whole by reciting, in his own way, the 

adventure of the horfewhip, making no 

Jecret of the gentleman's name, though 

he 
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he had pledged his word it fliould not be 
known. Having thus fucceeded beyond 
his expedations. Collet took his leave. 

The ladies he parted from aflured him 
of the truth of every tittle he had heard ; 
but there was one circumftance weighed 
againftall they could fay about our he- 
roine,, and that was, the favours fhewn 
her by Mrs. Wellers ; that lady, by the 
uprightnefs of her own charafter, and the 
benevolence of her fentiments, had acftu- 
ally arrived at the happy pcrfeftion of 
keeping m awe her enemies, as well as 
being adored by her fiiends, and iinivcr- 
fally refpefted by. people whofc under- 
ftanding and principlies rendered their re- 
fpeft of value: to couple infamy and Mrs. 
Wellers together, was a union which could 
never ftrike Collet; he knew and re- 
vered her; and it was not in the power 
of Juftice Strap,, his amiable wife, his 
.' charming daughters, or their good fiiend 

1 Mifs Bibbins, to- convince him Anna 

Manfel was a bad woman, when the next 
breath, added ihe was -at the Hill: he 
hefitatcd, as he came out of Mr., Strap's 
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gates, whether he could return to his new 
friend, or by walking, or rather hobbling, 
being much afflifted with the gout, to 
Mrs. Wellers', where he might reafonably 
hope to hear fomc extenuation of the 
fads fo roundly afierted at Jufticc Strap's, 
When Collet did any thing- without 
confidcration, it often appeared, and per- 
haps foiiic times was, from a fuddtn fple- 
netic fit which looked too like ill-naturc; 
but if he took a moment's thought, iC 
he hefitated, let the trouble, cxpence, or 
fatigue, be ever fo great, provided it 
was not in his own concern, good nature, 
juftice,* and humanity were fure to con- 
quer; — and he was creeping up the green 
to Hill-houfe, before he had fuffcred a 
fccond thought to obtrude, befides that 
pleafing one, infpircd with a love of truth. 
This was not one of Anna*s lucky days : 
Mrs. Wellers, as I before faid, had taken 
her to town ; and tjic difapporntment re- 
minded Collet of his gout ; he had all 
the way to walk back, and, what was 
worfe, no better for the journey, which in 
the return was painful aiKi fatiguing. He 

found 
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found the ftranger impatiently waiting for 
him, and briefly related all he had heard i 
not however fufFering the fretfid fit, then 
on him, to hinder his likewife telling his 
own more favourable thoughts. 

My reader will perhaps have anticipated 
the difcovery I am going to make of the 
rnquifitiye ftranger : it was indeed Charles 
Herbert, whoi after making ten thoufand 
refolutions to forget the owner of the 
breaft bow, could think of nothing elfe ; 
and who broke, in his excurfion to Lay- 
ton, as many vows he had made never to, 
inquire after her ; and who now felt that, 
worthlefs, and even abandoned, as he had 
had every reafon to believe Anna, it was 
not in his nature to ceafe loving her* 

Collet, gouty, poor, and a humourift, 
was at that very time a lover; not a de- 
fpairing one, for the objedt of his affec- 
tions was fai- from bein out of the reacli 
of his purfuit; not a fuccefsful one, for 
his diffidence in his own merits was im* 
conquerable^ nor did he guard the fe- 
crct of his paffion with more care from 
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the ridicuk of his acquabtance, than fronl 
the knowledge of her who infpired it ; but 
he was a lover, and confe^uently very 
eaii]y faw the fituation of Herbert. 

Glad of any difcovery, and very mtrch 
pleafed with his new friend, he readily 
promifed to have a conftant eye on Anrnfj 
and to communicate to him every thing 
that occurred concerning her i they parted 
with mutual profeffions of firiendflxlpi 
Herbert, though his heart was butfting 
with love and de^air, when he left 
Layton, felt a gleam of confblatton from 
CoDct's promifed correfyondencc. 
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CHAPTER XLVL 



AJttoni Plan for fmak Editcatim. 

xVNNA's ihtereft in the siffeftion of 
iitt worthy "riroman^ to whofe adytce ihe 
wifely rcfahred to firbmit hcrfelf, wtt 
hourly increasing : fhe had been received 
3t the Hill with that open friendihip 
whibh not only encourages^ bat demands^ 
eui" confidences fhe therefore found no 
difficulty from* the innate modefty of her 
fci3itiments> when fo kindly encouraged,, 
tut told Mrs. Wellers, without the leaft 
ireferve, her whole hillory, not concealing 
a fingle event which prefented itfelf to her 
recoUedion, excepting only the feelings 
of her heart towards young Herbert. 

The many changes in the life of fo young, 
a creature ; the enexnies ftie had fo unde- 
fcrvedly met; her deftitute infancy, and 

prefent 
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prefcnt uncomfortable fituation, were of 
many arguments in favour of the partiality 
Mrs. Wellers felt for her, that (he pro- 
mifed not only to confider her affairs, but 
give her every affiftancc and advice in her 
power J and, a propos^ faid flie, I am going 
to town this morning, and will take you 
to my daughter's, where we will confi^t 
what can be done for fo amiable a girl. 

Anna's gratitude was not given to words 
the tears which Mrs. Wellers affecfiion- 
ately wiped off, fpoke their own language, 
and they both went to town in Mrs. 
Wellers' coach. 

Young Mrs. Wellers was, I have before 
faid, a plain, good woman > the large for- 
tune fhe had brought her hufband intitled 
her to every indulgence a prudent woman 
could defire. She was devoted to her 
children, and her pride was that of making 
them (they were all girls) the moft accom- 
pliihed women of the age. She was her- 
felf the only daughter of a very covetuous 
rich old man, to whofe penury it was ow- 
ing that ]m daughter regretted perpetu- 

ally 
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ally her confined education :— Not one of 
the accomplifliments (he beheld in other 
ladies of her rank in the world had been 
taught her -, but from the moment fhe be- 
came a mother, (he was refolved her chil* 
dren (hould profit by her misfortune — and 
the whole of her time was dedicated to 
the watching over the education of her 
daughters. 

Unread and unexperienced, it will not 
be wondered if this difpofition, amiable as 
it was, carried her into the oppofite ex- 
treme : her avarice of inftruftion for them 
was vifible in all her furniture and apart- 
ments; globes, books, frames, muHcal 
inilruments, ftocks, collars, and fwings, 
were not confined to one or two rooms, 
her houfe was a feminary of female learn- 
ing ; and the humble rap at the door all 
the morning, announced the arrival of the 
dijfFerent inftruftors. The dancing ftep 
fometimes preceded the difmiflion of the 
back firing, and they knew the aw and l^i 
of the French long before they had an 
idea of the Englifh alphabet. 

Without 
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Withoot cither car or voice Mrs. Wei- 
krs^ deteritilned her daughters fliould be 
proHcieiits in mufic: and with capacities 
. which rendered it difficult for them to re- 
ceive an idea of the four quarters of the 
globej they were ex|)efted to excel in ged* 
graphical khowkdge. Work, indeed, was 
out of her fyftcm : embroidery, Quadrille 
« baikets, cutting of paper> and other trifles 
of a trifling age, indeed, were the only 
employments it was neceflary fhould en- 
gage their attention, but not even of them 
did fhe make any point.. 

Her mothcr-ia-law faw with the eyes of 
indulgence the excels to which this paflion 
of her daughter carried her ; Ihe was moft 
rclpeftfully ' attended to on every other 
fubjeft, but her remohflrances were lb ifl 
received on this, that Ihe prudently de- 
clined rcpestting them j. and rather fought 
to drefs in an amiable light, what to herfelf 
appeared a wcakncls in her daughter. 

The accomplifliments and abilities of 
Anna ftruck in a particular manner, as 
capable of being of more real advantage to 

her 
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licf grand children, than the laboured in* 
ftruftions of the different maftcrs who at- 
tended thetrt ; at Icaft they would be more 
likely to <iatch the manners of a gentlewo* 
man from her (whofe native grace and po- 
litenefs fpoke her fit to adorn any rank) 
dian the hired foreign fervants about them. 
There was but one difficulty that Ihe fore- 
law would be a hard one to furmount; 
which was, her knowing fo little of the 
French language— it was therefore that 
Ihe did not explain her intentions in tak- 
ing her to town* 

When they arrived in Gharter-houfe- 
fquare, Mrs. Wellers immediately afcended 
to the third floor, which was entirely de- 
voted to the young ladies : the matters and 
attendants, mother and daughters,, were 
all engaged. In one room the mufic matter 
was giving his inttruftions; in another 
the globes were dilplayed ; in the third a 
pretty little ^rl was praftifing a pas /euli 
and in a large detached clofet, another 
(overlooked by mamma) was attempting 

a land- 
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a landfcape, attended by a French govcr- 
nefs and two maids of the fame nation. 

Gw^dmamma's arrival immediately 
made a little holiday — ^the children hung 
round her, while their mamma was like- 
wife exprefiing the plcafure this vifit gave 
her. The two ladies foon retired, leaving 
Auna much amufed and furprifed at a 
fight fo new ; (he fat down to the harpfi- 
chord with that avidity and pleafure a. 
lover of mufic, who has long been de- 
prived of an inftrumcnt, only can con- 
ceive. Her execution and tafte, I have 
before faid, were beyond her inftruftions. 
The mafter, who was not yet gone, paid 
her many compliments on her perform- 
ance; and fhe was io delighted with the 
opportunity of refuming her favourite 
amufcmcnt, that the ladies, who were an 
hour abfcnt, when they returned found her. 
loft in her own harmony. 

The ^tcrmediate time had been Ipent 
by the benevolent Mrs. Wellcrs ih intro- 
ducing to her fon and daughter' in the 

'moft 
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moft favourable and amiable light the 
orphan fhe had promifed to befriend. 

Mr. Wellers was a plain, honeft, moral 
man, whofe feelings were regulated by his 
ideas of juftice ; the integrity of his deal- 
ings were univerfally known, but he was 
not more regular in his books and accounts 
than in his inclinations : He behaved with 
friendlhip and affeftion to his wife, and 
gave his whole time and attention to the 
intereft of his family: — increafing his for- 
tune for their advantage, he reckoried all 
the fondne5j incumbent in a father. 

What warmth there was about him was 
more particularly towards his parents — 
whofe generofity in parting with their al^ 
for his eftablifhment, was by him called 
confidence in his credit : and that is a fort 
of obligation men of bufinefs never forget. 
One regular mode of life carried him thro' 
the year. At one hour you was fure to 
find him at breakfaft, at the Bank, at 
Change, and at dinner. ^ Th e evening he 
gave to his wife, and Sunday to his parents. 
But it was equally out of the nature of 

things 
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things to work him up to an ad of be- 
nevolence, or prevail on him to be guilty 
of one of oppreflipn. His fenfibility 
neither hurt his own peace, or affedted 
that of other people. . His mother's ex* 
ample, as far as it taught him rigid pro- 
bity, had its effed, but the foftnels and hu- 
manity, the warmth of friendlhip, Mid the 
entire love of virtue which foftened het* 
whole foul, flie had not the happinefs ta 
fee aftuate the fentiments of her (on. ' 

With an attention his refpeft for her 

iad ^nfsrcedi h? fc^ard h^r ^n^mmamoii 

of Anna i and when his wife, charmed at 
his mother's account of her abilities, though 
fenfibly mortified at hef deficiency in the 
language fo neceflary for her daughters, 
aflced his approbation of her being taken 
as governefs into the houfe, in his ufual 
ftile he gave way to their opinions; flightly 
obferving, the world was fo deceitful, he 
fuppofed Mrs. Wellers would inform her- 
felf of the truth of the ftory fhe had been 
repeating. She had, ihe faid, no kind of 
doubt of the leaft tittle; but However, as 

charafter 
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tJiarafter to be fure ftiould be the firft re- 
commendation in the fitUation to which 
flie propofed placing her young friend, ftic 
was fure Anna would objeft to no inqui- 
ries proper to be made at Lady Edwin's. 

Things being in this happy train for ouf 
heroine, Mrs* Wcllers returned with her to 
Layton without having faid any thing of 
her plan till they were returning in the car- 
riage from town, when fhe explained the 
nature of the fervice fhe meant to do her : 
at the lame time adding, if the children 
Were happy enough to engage her affec- 
tion, as well as care, the obligation would 
fce all on their fide, fince fhe was fure her 
example and fociety would be to them of 
the moft ferlous advantage, 

Anna was overwhelmed with gratitude 
*— but diffident of her abilities to under- 
take what to her appeared a tafkof fuch 
confcquence, reftrained the lively and ani- 
mated exprefiions of it which filled her 
gentle bofom, Ihe frankly confcfTed doubts 
of herfelf ; thofe doubts were the fureft 
proofs of her capability j and the good 'na- 
tured Mrs. Wcllers only found the flronger 
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reaibns to congratulate herfelf on fuch an 
acquifition. With refpeA to the inquiries 
neceflary to be made in Grofvenor-fquare, 
it was a matter of joy, confcious* of the 
purity of her condufl ; and having told her 
friend every circumftancc refpefling young 
Edwin> and the concluiions made iipon it 
by the Daltons, ihe had nothing to fear 5 
on the contrary, it would explain a matter 
that had hitherto beyn {0 deep a myftery, 
and perhaps once more enable her to fee 
her dear Mifs Herbert. She might yet 
know how fate would dilpofe of her 
brother— fhe therefore not only confented 
with alacrity, but urged Mrs. Wellers to 
go the next day. Her defires were too 
agreeable to that lady's own wifh not to 
be complied with. When they alighted at 
the Hill they were told of Mrs. Dalton's 
meflage ; and Anna, fearing (he might be 
indifpofed, begged leave to go home di- 
reftly ; which, however, fhe was not per- 
mitted to do till evening. 



END OF THE SECOND VOtUMB. 



